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The eachanted land of the ancient Indians,
conguered by the Spanish Iidalgos.

The oft quoted lines of the sweet singer of Cher-
bury.
“Sweet day, so calm, so cool, so bright,
“The bridal of the earth and sky.”

Are almost meaningless to those, who know sum-
mer only from the high temperatureg, the glaring sun
and the hot parched winds, that ave its distingunishing
characteristics in no inconsiderable portion of the
United States.

The ideal summer presupposes climatic conditions
that make physical life—from the highest to the lo-
west—a perpetual delight and rejoicing; and if theve is
any rewion in the world more favored than another in
that regard, it must surely be a matter of concern to
those whe toil to know, where it may be found.

But apart from the mere pursuit of pleasure, the
mere seeking after enjoyment and that love of change
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for its own sake, that is inherent in all, there is, hap-
pily, in this busy restless age, a just recognition of the
importance of, at least once in a while, relaxing the
extreme tension of business and endeavoring to repair
that terrible waste of vital force, which is insepavable
from its eonditions and methods; the accessibility of
a summer and winter resort, combined, is, therefore,
with not a few, a matter of importance, second only
to the paramount considerations of health and plea-
sure,

Notwithstanding however the increasing activity
of the age, its practical tendencies and the spirit of
utilitarianism that prevails, there is a growing interest
being manifested in many questions of an entirely
non-practical character, amongst whieli may he men-
tioned the early history of Ceniral America, the mo.
numents and traditions of its inhabitants, a subject,
for the study of which a vacation affords an excellent
opportunity, especially if it be spent, where traces of
old time occupancy are to he found.

But if' the half of these desiderata arve to be kept
in view, where, it may be asked, are we to spend our
leisure time, for where shall we find such a combina-
tion of attractions ?

This is a question we might well despair of ans-
wering, were it not that Nature has provided in
Central America inthe leart of the DLeautiful little
Republic of Costa-Rica, amongst the elevated &
healthy valloys of the Andean Chain, a Sanitarium
absolutely unigue in the advantages offered to the
health and pleasure seekor.

Boasting of all the sublimity of savage grandenr
it exults in & teanquil loveliness unsurpussed in the
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world, smiling ever radiant valleys surrounded by the
towering mountains of the Candelaria, the superb and
frowning voleanoes of Irazi & Turrialba, the enchant-
ing scenery of lake and woodland, while from a hun-
dred perennial springs flow healing waters for rich
and poor,

With an atmosphere not only cool and exhila-
rating but possessing mysterious qualities, that render
it a sovereign remedy for some of the most distressing
ailments of common life; with far-extendig forests
abounding with noble game and inmumerable lakes
and streamis to tempt the gentle angler—this highly
favored vegion is full of important historical associa-
tions, while in monuments of the remote past and the
weird legends of the poetic race of Central American
Indians it is not to be surpassed upon the American
Continent.

Those,~whose tastes and wishes attract them to a
uiet peacetul and shady nook, free from the cares
and requirements of a large and popular resort, where
they can wear their comfortable old clothes and not
be compelled by the demands of society to dress up
in a different suit every day: where families ecan go
and spend the sununer or winter months in quiet rest
and refreshment, in boating, fishing, hunting, exploring
the craters of extinet volcanoes, studying the man-
ners and customs of a race of Indians, whose habits
style of living and language are as attractive as they
are picturesque,—will be sure to find just, what they
are after, hy a tvip to “Bella Vista”,

No hum of business breaks its quiet, nor do gay
throngs in fashionable hotels destroy for the weary
that quiet, that is so much desired; and yet withal it is
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not a lonely place it offers a sunny, happy, noval and
quiet home where all can enjoy themselves according
to their inclinations.

THE VALLEY OF CARTAGO.

Tired, sun-scorched reader did you ever dream
of sylvan dells,woody glens and bubbling springs, whe-
re cooling zephyrs danced to the music of the sighing
tree-tops? It so, you can form an outline picture of
Cartago .

Here in a superh valley 4,750 above the sea level
with a temperature that does not vary 3° the entire
year (from 16° 1o 212 C.), hemmed in on all sides biv
the towering Andes, nestles one of the loveliest spots
in the whole world.

The angry and forbidding aspect ot the voleanoes
is softened and toned down by the graceful palm wnd
other beautiful {rees that have their roots among them,
vine—and moss—clad rocks peep out in all divections
and the eve has scarcely become accustomed to their
general contour before it discoyers a thousand beau-
ties.

Cartago, is 13 miles by rail from San José and

"BELLA-VISTA,"”
Acua Canreste,

halfl a league from the City of Cartago. In the pictu-
resque village of Agua Caliente the Company “Bella—
Vista” is construeting a superb bath-house and hotel
on the edge of Reventazon, the finest river, that one
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pan imagine, o tramway will conneet the establish-
ments with Cartaga. Cars will run o meet every
grain from Port Limdn or Puntarenas,

The view from the windows and porticoes of the
hotel is lovely in the extreme: it encompasses the
whole of the valley of Cartago (1) aud part of the
valley of Orosi (2), while ihie towers of the old Spa-
nish missions in Cartago can be seen nestling in the
green foliage,

The hiot springs are attached to the Bath House.
The excellent medicinal qualities of the waters are
appavent from the chentical analysis (see page 28.)

TEMPERATURE OF THE SERINGS:

No 1 N 2 Ne 3 N° 4
1510 1200 ¥ 1382 1859 F,

The climae of Cartago

is highly recommended by the medieal profession for
the various forms of diseases; consumption is not
known, the almost ineurable tubereulosiz, as well as
every other kind of lung disease, acquired in other
climates, have been permanently enred heve after heing
given up by physicians elsewhere,

Epidemical diseases never existed on account of
the elevated nature of the comniry.

San Jos¢ is 3755 feet above the sea level. Carta-
we 4TA0.

(1) Sece page 45 “Valley of Cartago” by Th. Meager
and page 70 by W, Marr,
(2 Bee page 56 “Valley of Orosi” by Th. Meager.
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The thermal waters of “Agua Caliente” are inva-
luable for all classes of venereal diseases, anemia, liver
and Lkidoey complaints. Rheumatism, paralysis and
skin diseases find here a lasting cure.

The waters are recognised to be equal, if not su-
perior, in their effects to those of Iot Springs, Arkan-
sas, or Carlsbad in Austria.

The guests at “Bella Vista” are in no danger of
suffering from ennui as, with the walks and drives to
the various places of interest, hunting, exploring, fish-
ing and bathing, billiards, bowling and roller skating,
ete., they can if they choose keep themselves reasona-
bly busy.

[t must be borie in mind, that with the unchan-
zeable seasons, Costa-Riea, a land, where December
and June do not vary 57 C, where snow never falls
and no torrid sun pours down its burning rays upon
the weary traveller, a climate where the same textu-
re of clothing is worn all the year round, offers a
resort for tourists that is open at all times for those
desiring to escape the severe winters or burning sum-
mers of the States. A perpetual spring reigns in this
region. Neither winter or sumyuer are known.

Guests can  communicate with all parts of the
world by telegraph. The very best medical atten-
dance is connected with the Establishment. For those
who are given to the study of geology and mineralogy
the rocks enclose precious specimens of fossils and
metals worthy of enviching the largest collections, to
say nothing of the marvels to be found in the nume-
rous mines of gold, silver, copperand iron.

It has often been remarked by travellers and na-
turalists that in the mountains and forests of Costa-
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Rica, are to be found more rare birds of beautiful plu-
mage, than in any other country; all the different
species of birds of Paradise, parrots and water fowls,
secem to have made this their natural horme. While
on every rock and decaying tree the hotanist ean find
the finest orchids, ferns and rave plants, the variety of
which cannot he equalled elsewhere,

Frequent shipments of these rare orchids are
made to the Nurserymen of Europe and the States;
one single plant has been known to command, accor-
ding to its rarity, from £5 to £ 700 in London,

— -

METEOROLOGICAL

0BSERVATIONS

THE GLIMATE.

—— - A E—

The temperature of the elevated valleys of Costa-
Rica is such as 1o give it a decided advantage over
any other locality in the world, Swiss valleys during
the best summer months not being excepted.

To take the year 1885 as an example and to
study the following table will convince any one of
the truth of this statement:



Meteorological Observations
CARTAGO.
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NOTE —The coldest temperature ohserved trough-
out the year was at4 g m. on the 11 of January:
k52 Ci=h97 F\

The highest was at 2 po w. on “the 30t of July:
91.° 50' C.="1°, 50" I,




With these incontrovertable fizures in his posses-
gion no one will surely delude himself into remaining
in the States or going to Europe, when the climatic
and scenic attractions of this enchanted spring-land
are so easily accessible to him.

The exhausting character of the summer climate
of the majority of the States is due, not so much to
its maximum temperature, as to its high average. to
the fact that,~to use a forcible expression of every day
life,~—*“the heat never lets wp.”

That without exposure to great and sudden chan-
ges wo should be able to restore nightly the strength
and energy lost during the day, is a matter upon
which not ouly our health and the “enjoyment of li-
ving, but even the duration of life itselt in a measure
depends.

There may be those who consider, that, between
allopathy and homeopathy, all the ills, to which flesh
is heir, have been duly estimated, and a specific found
for each. 'There ave those again, and their name is
legion, who think a great deal remains to be done, in
the way ol helping Natm’c not thwarting her.

To the latter class, these few lines will more aptly
apply.

To the Doctors in the United States, who so liberally
and confidently preseribe from the houndless resources
of the Pharmaecopoeia; and more especially to their
patients wha so patiently and hopefully apply the
remedies preseribed, too often unhappily without
producing the desived effect,

To those, more especially we would respectfully
suggest, that there is no greater torment for week
and sickly constitutions, than that of having to endure



— i)

the rigors of a Northern winter! How fully this
doetrine is appreeiated in the United States is, shown
by the anxiety, with which tens of thousands of
invalids in every stage of human maiady hasten year
alter year to “Florida,” not so mueh with a hope of
receiving any effectual cure, as with a promised
certainty of some pleasant mitigation to the harassing
effects of the winters of the North.

Florida has little to offer, and less fo give in the
way of health, to the thousands who rush there every
year; but it affords some slight change, if nothing
else. Seville, Bayonne, Florence and Naples and
many other cities in the south of Europe, have long
been receiving their weleome influx of the better
class of Ameriean ladies and gentlemen, who go
there to pass the winter months; may they long
continue to flock there! Their presence, at that season
of the year, is a godsend to the traders and householders
of the respective cities.

Let Doctors and invalids hasten to familiarize
themseives, with the geography of Costa IRica, the
most southern of the five States of Central Ameriea.

Nature, in one of her moments of sublime caprice,
would seem to have specially prepared the elimate
for the comfort of invalids.

Phthisis, even in its advanced stages, is coexistent
with life and enjoyment. Inno other country are
the sufferers from this fearful malady so exempt
from painand postration as here.

The inducements, the country holds out, are not
confined to the invalid.

The little country has been aptly called fhe
Switzerland of the Tropics!
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The painter, who has not seen this country has not
taken his last lesson in  the mysteries of light and

shade.

Bella Vista with its thermal springs; and the chaym-
lug wountry by which it is surrounded, its balmy air
and pmtureaqm. scenery will hold out health- restor-
ing advantages to the invalid and to the amateur
pleasure sceker, escaping from the dreary winter
months of the North, not to be expected in Florida.
The invalid of moderate means will not be debarred
from availing himsell of the salubrious advantages
of Bella Vista, each succesive winter,

[t is not without a vegretful feeling that the
tourist takes tavewell of Costa-Rica and tumms nortli-
ward, As sfated at the outset, its attractions are of
80 varied a character, that every visitor will find muelh
to delight him. The time is assuredly not far distant
when many thousands from Europe and the States
will monthl) vepair-winter and summer, —for here the

spring is perpetual,—to visit the dream land of Costa-
Rica.
LIMON,

Limon is the portof entry on the Atlantic, only
45 days from New Orleans and 7 days from New
York (consult map of Costa-Rica and sce folded page on
"How to get there!!!)

Immediately on arrival of the steamer passengers
can take the train for Cartugo.

CARTAGO.

To-day it is the second city in size and importan-
¢e in the republie, with a population of 25,000 or
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tion of the five Central American Republies, its com-
merce, is at least equal to any.

The imports are as o ows

Great Britan........., o Ry 40 %
L I SR s Rt e B e
BIRAIIOR 1, 3o e s v e 1e1d . A () M
(FOrMAAY 2o v = < < oo ae o = WP T {
Other countries. ,............. 10

Gireat Britain controls about 4 (0 of the entire
imports of Costa-Rica and it is difficult to comprehend,
why this should be so, when New Orleans is only 43
days and New York T days.

With the exception of *“‘Anheuser — Busch"—all
other brands of beer, ales and porter, ave supplied by
Grermauy and England,

Very liftle machinery for factories, mining, sugar
mills and eoffee-cleaners, are of American muke.

Some paper and claret come from the U, 8 but
the bulk of it from Europe.

Carrviages, wagons and volling stock, very ravely
bear the mark of American manufacturer.

Safes, hardware, eoffee-and rice-sacks and hun-
dreds of other articles ave in the majority, if not enti-
rely, of Europesn muke,

It is time that the Ameriean manufacturer and
merchant makes cfforts to control this important trade,
which is lying at his door. While we have not space
for longer and more specifie details in this article, we
can refer the merchant or manufacturer, desiving in-
formation, to the advertisements of the many reliable
fivins, who will gladlv give the desired details,




PHIPPS & L

19 BILLITER St.
LONDON.

J. L. PHIPPS & (°

88, WALL S8T., NEW-YORK
Y 140, GRAVIER ST, NEW-.ORLEANS.

Comerciantes Comisionistas.

Se ocupan de ventas en comision, de consignaciones de frutos
v nroduetos del Centro v Sur América v de la compra de merca-
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In conclusion, Costa Rica offers not only health
and enjoyment to the pleasure secker, but a field for
profitable investments for the capitalist, inereased and
valuable commercial relations (especially by personal
visit {o the country,-combining business with pleasure)
for the merchant and manufacturer and happy homes
for immigrants.

R. A, C.

—————

It may be interesting to Merchants,
Manufacturers and Tourists to know, that
there will be opened a National Exhibi-
tion in San José onthe 15 of September, -
lasting three months, where all clasess of
natural produets will be exhibited.
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SALUD.

Uno de los principales elementos de la humana cultura
es el de las comunicaciones, y cnanto miis rdpidas y fdeiles
se hagan éstas, tanto mds propiamente se realizard 1a obra
del progreso,

El hombre, en vista de este hecho indudable, ha cubier-
to la parte mds poblada del mundo, de eaminos y telégrafos.

Bien se puede decir que el pensamiento es préctica-
mente ubicuo, y gue el corazdn de ln humanidad, al menos
en los pueblos cultos, late al unisono y 4 la voz

Los mares son por olva parte, ancho camino sobre el
cual se trasportan de puerto 4 puerto, los frutos de la tierra
y los productos de la industria, llevando comodidades y ri-
quezas de nacién 4 nacion y de hombre € hombre.

Pero los continentes, las grandes peninsunias, los istmos
y los cabos se han presentado al paso de las naves, y asi
como la tradicion judaica vefiere que Moisés se abrié brecha
por entre las olas del Mar Rojo, el progreso con la varita
nuigica del trabajo y de I cieneia, rompe istmos y promon-
torios, pura surcar ondas y unir pueblos y razas, que van
hiacia la tierra prometida de la civilizacion,

Coldn, en sus visiones geogrdficas, bhuseaba el paso oc-
cidental haeia el dureo Tmperio del gran Khan, hacia la fan-
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tdstica Isla de Cipango, hacia Iu tierra de oroy de los
perfumes.

Cuatro siglos después, la ciencia se ocupa em realizar
aquel sueiio sublime del sublime sofiador genovés.

El Istmo de Panamd abrird pronto ancha entrada 4 los
bajeles que el comercio de los hombres carga de frutos y pro-
ductos para tragportarlos de zona d zona, de plaza & pillZﬂ.
llevando al Asia lo que Ewropa eria, y trayendo en cambiod
América y 4 Europa los refinados productos del lujo oriental,

El canal de Panama, si bien costard ingente suma de mi-
llones y absorverd considerable mimero de'vidas, serd un
triunfo mds del hombre gobre la naturaleza, ¢ mejor una
nueva conquista de la cieneis sobre lo desconocido: el Paei-
fico y el Atléntico se estrecharin en fuerte abrazo, celebran-
do las grandezas de la eivilizacion.

Proyectos diversos, desde los primeros dias de la con-
quista, surgieron entre los dominadores del Istmo para
realizar la apertura de un canal que lo eortara, y ciertamen-
te si fuese nnestro objeto tratar este asunto in extenso, la ma-
teria es lata y viguisima en detalles para un estudio intere-
sante. Pero el hecho conereto es que M. de Lesseps, des-
pués do partir en dos con la tajante espada de la ciencia el
Istmo de Suez, viene 4 dividiv la columna vertebral de la
América, en la mds delgada parte de su cintura, para ceiiirle
argentada faja de bullentes ondas, y es lo cierto también
que el Istmo toma & mal tanta osadia, y on miasmas y fiebre
echa de si la rabia contra los batalladores del progreso, que
desafian In muerte cuerpo 4 enerpo, y que 4 pecho descu-
bierto se baten con ella,

No es tampoco nnestro intento referir las espeluznantes
escenas deo desolneidn que  las ficbres  del istmo reprodu-
eén entre csos millares de hombres que desecan pauntanos,
cortan picachos, excavan el seno de la tierra y hacen resonar
sus selvas virgenes con el estentdreo ewrela del nrogreso.

Conocidas son por demds las eondiciones insalubres del
Istmo de Panamd, y los registros de mortalidad se llenan
dia tras dfa, por Ia permanencia continua de los trabajado-
res curopeos entre las cienagas del Darién!
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Bistenos eitar algunos versos, que en son de protesta,
escribiera alguno de esos infelices peones franceses:

“C'est & Colon, dit Aspinwall,
Qu’ arrivent les employés du canal:
Y ne vont pas dans les combats;
Jes pauvres employés -li;
Y ne vont pas dans les combats,
Mais 0" en claguent pas moins pour ¢al”

Ahora bien, siendo la constante permanencin en el fra-
yecto Colon—Panamd, lo que mids daiios causa en los tra-
bajadores y empleados del Canal, grande alivio se pondria £
tantos males con la simple traslacién por temporadas 4 pun-
tos mds sanos, y do dsto es de lo que se trata,

I1.

En vano se ha establecido un hospital en la Isla de Ta-
boga de cuenta de la Compatia y poco presta 4 los intereses
de la misma la traslacién de los ue adquieren los gérmenes
de la fiebre 4 la Isla de Jamaica y 4 otras de las Antillas
Menores.

Lia humanitaria Diveccion de lag Olnas del Canal, al ha-
cer sus contratos con los ingenieros y otros empleados, les
deja cineo meses de concesion con sueldo (y buen sueldo por
ciorto) para salir cada 16 meses de aquel mortifero lugar.

Pues bien, aqui 4 una pequeina distancia de aqguella of-
eina e la muerle, con lineas de vapores por el Atlintico y por
el Pucifico, se halla Costa Rica, peguetia Repiibliea trangui-
la y sosegada, que puede considerarse como un verdadero
sancforiwm natural para los trabajadores del Tstino,

He aquf varias opiniones de viajeros y notables eserito-
res acerca de este Edén centro-americano.

M. Félix Belly, dice en su obra titulada “Percement
de I' Isthme de Panama™ lo siguiente.

“Tl tervitorio de Costa Rica, el mds mervidional de Cen-
tro Amdéricn, forma un encadesamiento de valles, derivados
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de las cordilleras, de 50 4 60 leguas de anchura entre los dos
océanos, de 3,000 leguas cuadradas de snperficie, y cuya pla-
nicie principal, la de San José, se encuentra 4 4,500 pies so-
bre el nivel del mar. Se comprende que £ esta altura ¢l calor
tropical pierde sus inconvenientes y peligros, Tl termémetro
de Réaumur se mantiene durante todo el aiio entre 167 ¥
20°  Fste es el clima wds bello del mundo conocido y el nds
JSavorable al desavrolio de las fuerzas fisicas 3 morales, asi co
mo d la fecundidad del suelo.  El pueblo de Costa-Rica, que
se compone de 180,000 £ 220,000 habitantes, es acaso en su
conjunto el pueblo que rapresenta el mds alto nivel de civi-
lizacién cristiana. Ninguna otra agrupacién hamana, ni
aun en Francin 6 Suizn, puede comparirsele en lo que toca
al amor al trabajo y 4 la familia, como en lag maneras afec-
tuosas acompaiiadas de tranquila y serena dignidad; ninguna
otra ha aleanzado tan rdpidos progresos en la creacién de la
riguezs publica y en la inteligente ntilizacion de sus recur-
sos naturales. San José, su eapital, no era mds que una al-
dea hace aliora unos veinticineo anos.  Hoy (1858) es una
ciudad de 20,000 habitantes (gegin el censo de 1885 tiene la
cindad 29,800 y su provineia 55,700) y en ella se encuentran,
si no todos los placeres, al menos todas lus comodidades de
las cindades europeas. Apenas hace unos 25 afios que el
cultivo del café estd aclimatado en el pafs y ln exportaciin
del precioso fruto se calenle en centenares do miles do quin-
tales (segin ¢l censo, en 1885 se produjeron 405,068 quin-
tales). La tiorra costa-ricense e liberal; devuelve contu-
plicado todo lo que & su seno se confin, desde el grano de
trigo hasta el de eacao, pero debe sobre todo al cardeter do
sus habitantes una fisonomia tnien que hace pensar en el
paraizo terrestre.  Toda la repiblica respira cierto aire de
bienestar, de honradez y de hondad: la propiedad es
allf un hecho universal, el pauperismo es deseonocido y lus
existencias anormales son arrastradss por si mismas hacia
la corviente general do la moral y de la actividad,.....la
fidelidad wds eserupulosa 4 sus com promisos es virtud del
dltimo indigenn. Todas las transacciones de la eindad con
el campo descansan sobre la palabra dada y no ha habido
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ejemplo de que haya faltado & ella ni un desconocido, como
tampoco hay ejemplo de un ataque 4 mano armuda de par-
te de un costa-ricense contra la vida 6'la fortuna de un vis-
jero. ... .. Tal es esta pequeia repiblica que nos imita en
todo lo bueno, comenzando por nuestros c6digos y nnestras
monedas, y que en suma, vale mfis que nosotros...... El
clima de este rinen de la tierra, la riqnoza de sus productos
la indeseriptible magnificoncia de sus bosques y sus valles,
In destinan, por la fuerza misma de los hechos, i ser uno de
los principales focos de la produceién humana, La Espana
de Carlos V y de Felipe II, deslumbrada por los esplendo-
res del Nuevo Mundo, fué seducida por este esplendor su-
perior. La industria moderna, més exigente todavia que la
imaginacién, puede encontrar aqui lo que le hace falta y lo
que en vano ha buscado en otras partes...... Suelo formado
de detritus vegetales hasta la profundidad de 20 & 25 pies,
donde se encuentran motores gratuitos 4 cada paso, gracias
£ Ia abundancia de las corrientes de agua... Todo es aqui
posible en lo que toca i la agricultura y 4 la industria ....
El cultivo del algodin, que se produce espontineamente, per-
mitirfa & Inglaterra dejar de ser tributaria de los EE.
UU.....; el gusano de seda que frabaja todo el ajlo en una
especie de encina, al aire libre, y en el centro mismo de los
bosques, como las abejas, sin temer las variaciones atmosfé-
FCAs .....; en sus costas hay verdaderos almacenes de ma-
deras de tinte, de constraceidn y de ebanisteria.”

“No quisiéramos atiadir una linea € este exacto euadro,
en que no hemos citado ni el tabaco, que rivaliza con el du
la Habana, ni la cania de aziicar, ni el sorgo, nilos cueros
que se exportan por millones, ni la concha de tortuga, ni la
quina y el ruibarbo, ni las pieles de venado, en cantidad que
basta para cargamentos enteros, pero no podemos menos de
decir lo que nadie ignora en los Estados Unidos y que ex-
cita on altisimo grado el espiritu aventurero: las minas de la
Amériea Central, parecen dejar muy atrds, tanto por el ren-
dimiento como por la facilidad de explotacion, 4 las de Cali-
fornia y Australia.”

A. Trollope en su “West Indies and the Spanish Main”
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en que por cierto juzga bien pobremente & Costa-Rica, si
bien se refiere 4 lo que era 30 anos atrds, dice respecto d
este pais entre otras cosas:

“El suelo es tan fértil que sin necesidad de abono pro-
duce dos cosechas de maiz al aio. El café se produce
perfectamente y da extraordinarias cosechas. La tierra es
toda volednica, & hablando acaso mis propiamente ha sido
producto de veleanes, y es dndescripliblemente feraz. Y to-
do ésto le ha sido concedido sin la intensidad de calor que
en las regiones meridionales acompaiia inseparablemento la
fertilidad, y que es fatal para los hombres de raza blan-
d,. ... bien, que puede considerarse como el mds grande
con que el Creador ha favorecido £ los hombres.”

Trollope se refiere & las grandes mesetas centrales de
Costu-Rica.

En lamads elevada de las pobladas y en la que descuellan
el Irazd 4 11,350 pies y el Turrialba 4 11,500 sobre ol nivel
del mar, héllase Cartago, reclinada sobre Ins espaldas de
ambos gigantes y teniendo 4 sus pies el riquisimo valle del
Reventazén.

De este delicioso valle dice el yiajero norte-americano
“Th, F. Meager” que “sobrepuja en esplendor y belleza al
valle de Rasselas del viejo Tio Sammel;” y anade en su
elogio:

“Los espaiioles de la conquista lo llamaban la dreadia
de los Poetas. No es extraiio que los Caballeros de Castilla,
los pretovianos de Cortés y Fernindez de Cordoba, olvida-
van aqui sus vegas del Guadalete cargadus de pihmpanos,
sng magnificas vistas del viejo Cddiz, sus casas adornadas
de ricos arabescos, sus campinas que brotan miel y que pa-
recen tejidas e seda, sus cerranins pocticas, sus bellas Mo-
ras, sus romances y orientales perfumes de Andalucfa, su
hidalga altivez espaiiole.  Podazos de tierra eomo éste se-
ducen # las gentes & abandonar patria y amigos, costumbres
y leyes, porque son eapaces de compensar tanto sacrificio
con sn natural rigueza y delicioso elima,”

“Streber” llamaba al Valle de Cartago “la joya de
Costa-Rica.”
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“I. Mary” lo compara & Apenzel, pero declara cque lo
vence en helleza, Tl deefa que si no supiera el nombre del
Irazii se habria crefdo en uno de los mds hermosos valles
de Suiza. “Tste pedazo de tierra,” aiiade, “parece haber sido
“destinado para’lhair al ruido del mundo. Fl corazén dolien-
“te puede hallar aqui expansion en ¢l mds bello olvido de si
“mismo, Ks imposible imaginarse un lugar mds delicioso
que éste. Este dulee clima no pormite el desarrollo de bo-
“rrascosos pensamientos ni bullentes pasiones. Este aire,

“esta naturaleza son como un bilsamo para la vida hastiada
“de actividad y placer.”

La cindad de Curtago, con sus amplias y regulares ca-
lles, suavemente mclma.da, sobre un lecho arenoso, posee las
condiciones mds fuvorables de salubridad y una vez que esté
enlazada con el ramal de ferro-carril en construceién # tra-
v de sn primoroso valle, estard en la mano de sus habi-
tantes hacer de ella una poblacién aun mds préspera y rica

111.

L via férrea cuenta hoy eon la divisién Atlintica que
une el pnerto de Limén con la naciente poblacién de Carri-
llo; la divisién central, que enlaza las euatro provineias inte-
riores de Alajnels, Heredia, San José y Cartago; y la Divi-
sidn del Pacifico, que comunica & Puntarenss con In anti-
quisima cindad de Esparza.

No tardard mucho sin que la via se complete y enton-
ces el transito del Tstmo, por un pais salnbre, lleno de belle-
za§ naturales y no escaso de las comodidades ¥ alicientes de
la mds refinada cultura, serd nn verdadero viaje de vecreo.

Ahora bien, alll 4 la falda de Cartago, bajo la majes-
tuosa sombra del dormido Traxd y & lu vista del imponente
Turrialba, entre capas caledreas y bancos eristalizados por
el fuego de las antignas vrupeiones, penetrados de mngnesia
y ennegrecidos como rocas de laya, entrecortados por otros
banecos de nveilla caleinada, & la orilla derechs del Reventa-
zon, brota la fuente lanada “Agoa Caliente,” encuadrada
en uno de los paisajes mds grandiosos € imponentes de In na-
turaleza,
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Existia alli un tesoro de salnd eseondido entre los plie-
gues de la incuria y del mis lamentable abandono,

Hoy, debido & Ia iniciativa de los seiiores Roberto A-
Crespi y Lidon de (atskoffsky se ha formado una sociedad
andnima, euyos Estatutos y lista de miembros constan en es-
te folleto, que ya estd realizando el mds humaunitario y noble
pensamiento gue se ha podido concebir,

El andlisis de las aguas 4 que nos referimos y que hoy
posee la Compaiifa *Bella-Vista,” mediante una concesién de
la Municipalidad de Cartago, ha dado el siguiente resultado

en 1ua onza  del precioso “liquido, euya temperatura es de
56°C.=131° Fahr.

Carbonato de magnesia................ 0.1 gr.
Carbonato de MIETTO. o civiiee viieoivans 0,2
Carbonato deeal........c...... Ml st 0,4
Cloruro de magnesia...........cocoieees 0,2
Cloruro de sodio y potasio. ........... o
Sulfato de magnesin. ... ........ eI 0.1
Sulfato de cal. ... ....0ieon Na ] WA

2,0 granos.

Segin se ve la magnesia en earbonato, sulfato y cloruro
representa la quinta parte y el hierro hidratado en estado de
reciente precipitacidn ¢l 10 0/g de toda la cantidad. De suer-
te que esta agna termal estd muy por encima de fotros baiios
famosos de la misma especie como Baden-Baden, Wiesbaden,
Carlsbad, Aix, Hot Springs y cien mifs.

Esperimentalmente se habian reconocido hace un siglo
Ins eximias virtudes de esta fuents mineral.

Ya en ol afio de 1784 don Juan Flgrez, Teniente Coronel
de los Reales Ejéreitos, Sargento Mayor del Regimiento fijo
de Guatemala y Gobernador aceidental de la Provineia de
Costa-Rica, hizo representacién ants ol Muy Noble y Lea)
Cabildo de Cartago, para que se hiciese constar en ferma (ue

despm‘s de descubierta en el Barvio Agua Caliente, el agua
“mineral, construyd dos depésitos de cal y canto, mmo para
el agua que debe boberse y otro para el Bano: una pared de
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“ganteria para detener la entrada del Rio, una galera de ma-
“dera de zedro cubierta de tejs y un puente que facilita el
#paso del rio & dicha agua.” (1)

Bl capitdn don Luis Blanco Desacido, Juez de Residen-
cia, dando audiencia en la cindad de Cartago, & 30 de Se-
tiembre de 1788, razonaba en favor de referido I'lores de esta
manera:

“Quando el Residenciado no hubiera hecho otro servicio
“a] Publico que la fibrica del Puent®: los dos depésitos de la
“Agua Mineral, de Marte, 6 como comunmente se llama Agna
“Thermal: la pared para atajar el Rio, y la fdbrica de la ca-
“sa, 6 Galera, para el abrigo de los valebudinarios, merece
“por ésto, que se eternice sn nombre y los concindadanos de
“Cartago cada dia deven rendivle las gracias, Portodo lo re-
“forido merece que se le dé el titulo de Descubridor de ests
“singnlar Medicina, haunque muchos aiios antes se havia deg-
“cubierto, por un Médico Inglés, pero ya fuese por la deci-
“dia de las gentes, G porque se olvidase su vso, estavan obs-
“enrecidas estas Aguas, y asi en tmpo. del Residenciado tu-
“yieron su segundo descubrimiento, y aplicd todo su desvelo
“en su vso, con rrazén puede darse el titulo de Descubridor.
“No fue Américo Vespucio, el primer Descubridor de estas
“Iundias, conforme la mds perfecta eritica, pero con todo se
“ha llevado la primacia de que se les haya dado Ia Nomen-
“clatura de lns Américas, Ni fue Lelio Sextio, Romano Tri-
“buno de la Pleve (quien promulgd la ley Sextia, que se re-
“dueia & componer las disenciones entre la Nobleza, y la

“Pleve, y por dicha ley fue promovidoe al consunlado), el que
“descubrid estas aguas en Aix, Capital de la Provenza, cerca
“del ano de 386 de la fundacion de Roma, y con todo con-
“siguié el que 4 ostas Aguas se les diese ¢l nombre de Sea-
“tias por los baios 6 thermas que fabricé este Cénsul. Sé-
“néca en la Epistola 51 refiere que estas fuentesfueron muy
“frecuentadas de log Romanos, no solamente por la conse-

(1) =M8. de la Real Audiencin de Guatemala, Autos rilados,
fol. 282, que se conservan en los Archivos Nacionales de Costa-
Rica,
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“ousidn de la salud, sino por el deleite y amenidad.—En fin
“gstas Agnns Marciales, 6 de Marte, que curan varias enfer-
“medades, y son vit Remedio sin Dolor, como aseguran Clau-
“diano, Lueano y otros Authores, se llaman Santas, Admira-
“bles, y Augustas, por Octaviano Augasto. Los facultativos
“en In Medicina advierten muchns  enfermedades que se cu-
“ran solamente con estas Aguas, sin necesitar el auxilio de
“otra Medicina, y 8i por Octaviano Augnsto se laman estas
“Aguas Augustas, por Lelio Sextio, Semtias.—Porqué no se
“podrin nombrar, por el Theniente Coronel Don Juan Flo-
res, las Aguas de Flores?” (1)

Todavia los visitudores pueden ver lo que ha quedado
de esos trabajos.

Ahora bien, conocida es la celebridad que muchos lu-
gares han alcanzado por sus aguas termales.

Lias Termas romanas eran, como dice Grégoire, “ver-
daderos monumentos, eon galerfas para la liza, el juego de la
pelota, ete., pdrticos, jardines y hasta palacios, 4 veeos de
granito, mdrmol 6 pérfido, adornados con hermosas esla-
tuas." \

Conocida es ln celebridad de las Termas de Agripa, en
medio del Campo de Marte, las do Nexdn, llamadas también
Alojandrinas; las de Novaciano; las de Tito; las de Caracalla,
de Diocleciano y de Constantino.

Lag Termdpilas | puertas calientes) debieron su nombre
A In® agnas termales existentes en aquel desfiladero, gloria
de los espartanos y honra de Greeia,

Aquisgedn & Aix-la-Chapelle (dguae Grani) debe tam-
bién su nombre 4 sus manantiales ferruginosos y sulfurosos;
en ella fueron coronados muchos emperadorves y de ferma
pasd & ciudnd de cousideracién en ln Historia, Hoy fiene
mis de 80,000 habitantes y posee monumentos grandiosos;
entre los enales estd la tumba de Carlomagno, enyas cenizas

(1) Archivo de la Real Andiencin de Guatemala, doc. cita-
dos, fol. 559, copins cerfificadas el 24 demayo 1886 por D. Manuel
Carazo, 22 Archivero de los Avchivoy Nacionales de Costa-Rica, en
sSan José,
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se ensenan al pueblo cada siets aios. Las aguas termales
de la fuente de Elofsa son las que sirven sn gran estableci-
miento balneario.

Y viniendo mds 4 nuestros dias jquién ignora la fama de
Baden-Baden? ;quién la reciente celebridad de Jackson~
ville, en la Florida, £ euyos bafios coneurrieron entre los me-
ses de diciembre de 1884 y febrero de 1885 no menos de
60,000 personas, que buscaban en aquella sfamada peninsula
refugio contra las nieves y el hielo insoportable?

Pero los norte-americanos, que ante todo son hombres
de negocios, gustardn indudablemente mds de venir hasta
Costa—Riea, durante esos meses rigurosos de invierno, ha-
llando al par del recreo y el comfort, que los Baios Ter-
males de “Bella~Vista"” les proporcionarin, brillante eampo
en queextender lor negocios de su industriosa Repiblica, qué
pretende, y acaso con razién, abastecer por si los mercados
hispano-americanos,

Las frecuentes relaciones establecidas ya entre Nueva
Orleans y Nueva-York y el puerto de Limén; las remesas
de frotos de Costa-Riea,-bananas principalmente,-que se en-
vian 4 esas plazas de los Estados Unidos del Norte, hacen
facilisimo el problema del establecimionto de Bafios Terma-
les de Bella-Vista.

Por demds nos parece repetir que la obra del Canal do
Panamd nos envinrd frecuentemente valetudinarios, genth
«le posicién y capttaml 6 simples turistas, que vendein  bus-
car salud, negocios 6 placeres en el establesimionto termal
de “Bella-Vista,”

Los Seiores La Vieille, Cénsul General de Francia en
Panamii, y Rhwebebel, Sceretario del Dirvector de las
Obras del Canal, qne estuvieron poco ha en este pais, donde
restablecieron su salud por completo, no han podids menos
de tildar la falta de insinuaciones de parte de Costa-Rica, &
fin de que los empleados en aquells gigantesea empress su-
pieran que 4 su aleance tenian el remedio seguro de parte
de sus sufrimientos.

Algunos ofros han venido de Panamd y Colén & conva-
locer en esta atmoésfera impregnada de Salud, que estd con-
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vidando 4 cuanlos yacen en el abatimiento de espiritu, debi-
lidad constitucional y anemia quo producen las fiebres del
Istmo,

Pero no es ésto solo: las mesetas de Costa-Rica ofrecen
alivio & otras muchas enformedades que en otros pafises
diezman la humanidad.

La estadistica de la tisis, In cual en las grandes cindades
de Inglaterra produce casila mitad de las defunciones, no
serin tan ospantosa, gi en tiempo oportuno se viniese § res-
tablecer en clima tan delicioso el vigor que por grados se ex-
tingue y consume en millares de infelices.

El edlerr y otras epidemins terribles se alejan de las
montaias bien aiveadas de Costa-Rica.

Uns eterna primavera, un clima uniforme y siempre
sano convida al extranjero & visitar y residir por algin tiem-
po en estos valles encantados, donde serpean mil arroyos,

que poco & poco erecen y se engrandecen formando cauda-
losos rfos navegables.

IV

Pero necesitamos algo mds.

Es preciso anadir 4 los encantos de la naturaleza, los
adornos de la cultura y del arte, los atractivos de la comadi-
dad y el recreo.

Ninguna empresa mds oportuna, pues, que la de los Da-
nios Termales de “Bella-Vista:" alli se necesitard no sola-
mente el edificio  balneario, sino un grande Hotel, varias ca-
sitag al estilo suizo-americano, y otros varios lugares de dis-
traccion y buens sociedad.

Y como quiera que por pura filantropia 6 por el mero
esfuerzo individual no se poded llegar & formar dsto on el
barrio del Agua Caliente, de Cartago, aungue alli existiera
la misma fuente sagrada de la Ninfa Egoeria, consejera de
Numa, debe verse en ello un verdadero negocio y empresa
luerativa.

Calculemos lo que el Establecimiento Balneario y sus
inmodiatas dependencias podrian producir, nsando los ni-
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meros mis bajos, que nuna vez acreditados los Banosge hu-
bieran de tomar en cugnia,

Sean sdlo:
50 huéspedes por mes, 19 elage, & $60........ § 3000
an ., " e 11 ) Pl . » 1500
Bafios y alquiler de casitas de campo ., ......... R
Cantina y billar, al dia, $ 10 neto. ... ......... . al0
Esenrsiones on domingos, & 8 100, »l mes. ... .. ;A0
§ 6,500
Contra ésto tendriamos:
Gasto diario en provisiones $75...... $ 2,250
Bervicio, fuego y alumbrade, al mos 500
TmpteBlOS, (1 . vv i vireaseranerine cree 3 200
3 3,000

Ganancia liquida ol mes § 2500, § soa una utilidad
anual de 5 30,000 sobye § 100,000 gue sexia el capital social,
neeesario 4 nnestro juicio pars establecer eonveniontemonte
el negocio,

Ahora bien, todo viajero gque viniera dispuesto § resta-
blecer su salud perdida 6 4 buscar recreo y placer, bien se
puede calenlar que traeria dispuestos parn tules objetos 4 lo
menos ¥ 500, y 8l en el dia uo lejano en gue al ferrocarril por
Reventazon esté concluido, hemos de ser visitados por con-
siderable nimero de estranjeros, suponiendo que no pasa-
rin estos de 2,000 por aho, tendriamos nnda menos (ue
$ 1.000,000 gque en moneda extranjera & libranzas entraria al
pais, lo que clortamento influird sobre la baja del cambio
hoy wonstruosamente alto.  No hace muchos afios el “Hot
Springs” (Ark.), BE. TU. del Norte no ¢contaba mds gue al-
wuras 150 almas, lo mismo gque Jacksonville (Florida) no més
qite 1,200,y shora el mimero de visitadores no baja de 90,000
¥ 70,000 al afio.

Y Agua Caliente tiene muchisimas ventajus de clima y
aguas sobre aquellos lugares.
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Consideren esto los hijos de la Repiblica; piénsenlo los
extranjeros, fvidos de empresas buenas y productivas, y no
dudamos que el establecimiento Balneario Termal de “Bella
Vista,” serd en breve un punto de c¢ita universal, & donde los
que estén hastiados del ruido del mumdo vengan # buscar
tranquilidad; los hombres de recursos,-placeres y reereo, y
los enfermos, salud!

Juan I, FERRrAZ.

San José de Costa-Rica, 29 de Mayo de 1880,




ESTATUTOS

DE LA

SOCIEDAD ANONIMA

~BELLA VISTA%-

DE BANOS TERMALES

DE CARTAGO.
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Seccion L.

Objeto, nombre, domicilio y duracion

de la Compania.

ARTICULO 1¢

Esta Sociedad ticne por objeto la construceion y explo-
tacién de Banos Termales, Hospitales, Hoteles y Lugares
de Recreo, pudiendo emprender cualquier negoeio andlogo no
previsto, que Ly Junta General designe, lo cunl debe verifi-
carse de acuerdo eon las condiciones que explica el contrato
celebrado el dia 16 de diciembre de 1885 entre la Tlustre
Corporacién Municipal de Cartago vy los Sefiores Roberto
A. Crespi (de Guillén) y Léon de Gatskoffsky y aprobado
por el Supremo Gobierno el dia 26 de diciembre del mismo
afio.

ART. 2¢

La Sociedad se denominard “Companin Bella Vista,”
serd su domicilio en la ciudad de San José, Repiblica de
Costa-Riea, tenienda también otra oficina en In ciundad de
Cartago con su respectivo representante.
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ART. 3¢

La Sociedad durard 49 anos; antes de este término po-
drd ser liquidada en caso de que asi lo acnerde la Junta Ge-
neral. Para resolver la liguidacién es indispensable la con-
eurrencia de individuos, guie representen, 4 lo menos cuatro
quintas partes de las acciones.  La comision liquidadora
serd nombrada en la forma ordinaria.

Seecion II.

CAPITAL SOCIAL Y ACCIONES.

ART. 4¢

El capital nominal de la Compaiifa asciende d la suma
de treinta y cinco mil pesos (§ 35.000), dividido en trescien-
tas cincnenta agciones de cien pesos (3 100). Lalista de
susericiones en ningiin caso excederd e mil acciones.

ART. 5¢

Para dar principio d los trabajos los accionistas abona-
ritn el veinticineo por ciento de eada sccidn, el 28 de febrero
corriente, el quince por ciento, el 31 de marzo entrante y el
diez por ciento, el dia dltimo de los meses de abril, mayo,
jnuio, julio, agosto y setiembre siguientes. Los futuros sus-
critores pagardn en los mismos términos, ex decir: el veinte
v cinco por ciento el primer mes de la suserieifn; el quince
por ciento el segundo y el diez por ciento cada uno de los
meses signientes,



ART. 6°

Los accionistas estdn obligades 4 pagar sug respectivas
cuotas en el término de seis dias, 4 contar desde Ins fechas
que se han fijado,consignando las sumas abonadas al Tesore-
ro de la empresa G 4 la persona que este designe. Para justi-
ficar los abonos el Tesorero debe expedir el recibo de estilo,

ART. 7

Si el accionista demora por sesenta dias el pago de sus
respectivas cuotas, perderd los derechios adquiridos y las
sumas cousignadas aumentarin el haber de la Sociedad.
El término expresado se contard ecomputando los diversos
dias de los diversos retrasos.

ART. 8°

Una vez que esté satisfecho el valor de cada accién, los
accionistas recibirdn los titulos correspondientes, los cualos
irdn marcados con nimeros desde uno hasta trescientos ein-
cuenta; se emitirdn al portador por valor reeibido, serdn fir-
mados por el Presidente de la Direccién y el Tesorero y
llevardn el sello de la Sociedad.

ART. 9

Cuando dos ¢ mds personas poseen una accién, se
harin representar por un apoderado. La Sociedad no re-
conoce mis de un accionista fitular por cada aeecién de
cien pesos. La misma regla se observard, enando por quie-
bra 6 fallecimiento de un accionista hava mds de dos acree-
dores ¢ herederos que lo representen.
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ART. 10

Para el cobro de los dividendos, mandados pagar, basta
la presentacién del titulo al Tesorero, quien registravd el
nombyre y apellido del aceionista y el mimero de cada aceidn.

Seccion III.

ADMISTRACION.

ART. 11

La empresa se administrard:
12 Por la Junta General,
22 Por una Direccién compuesta de cineo miembros.
39 Por los empleados que la Direccidn crea necesa-
rios para la inmediata ¥ continua vigilaneia de In buena mar-
cha de la empress.

ART. 12

Lin Junta General de accionistas celebrard sesiones or-
dinarias cada afio el primer domingo del mes de junio y ex-
traordinarias cada vez que para ello sea convocada por la Di-
rectiva ¢ veinte accionistas.

ART. 13

La Junta General ordinaria no necesita de convoeacion
y celebrard sus sesiones 4 las doce del dia en la oficina de
la Compaiifa en San José, en caso que la Direccién no hu-
biese designado otro loeal en la misma ciudad.
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ART. 14

Para eclebrar sesién  extraovdinerin 1o Junta General
deberd convocarse por medio del periddica oficial, con anti-
eipaeidn de ocho dias par lo menns.

ART. 15

El portador de una aceién ¢s por ¢l mismo hecho miem-
bro de la Junta General. Cada accion da derecho i un voto;
pero nadie tendrd derecho 4 mds de veinticinco votos, ann-
que sea mayor el nimero de aeciones que posed,

ART. 16

Para que pueda celebrarse Junta General es praciso
que los miembros concurrentes, representen Ia mitad de las
acciones mds una.

Cuando wua reunién ordinaria ¢ extraordinaria, legiti-
mamente eonvoeada,dejase da celebrarse por falba de qnorum,
la junta serd nuevamente convoeada con ocho dias de anti-
cipaciin y eelebrarid la sesién con los miembros que conen-
mwan, coalquiera que ses ¢l nmimero de acciones que ve-
presenten.

ART. 17

Antes de la hora sehalada para la Junte General, los
miembros de ella exhibirin las aceiones al Secretario, gquien
tomard nota del nombre y apellido del portador y el nimero
de acciones que reprosente. Estas notas servirinde base
para la computacién de los votog en la Junta.
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ART. 18

Son atribuciones de Ia Junta General;

1? Elegir cada aiio los miembros que hande componer
la Direccién y asignarle sus honorarios,

2° Nombrar Tesorero, Administrador, Agente, Repre-
sentante & &, asigndndoles sus sueldos.

3? Examinar los balances,enentas, y estados generales
que represente la Direceidn.

42 Aprobar los dividendos que la misma acuerde.

52 Modificar los estatutos y

62 Disponer cuanto erea conveniente para la buena
marcha de la empresa.

Para reformar los estatutos es preciso que los miem-
bros concurrentes representen las dos terceras partes de la
totalidad de Ixs aceiones emitidas.

ART. 19

La Direccidn se compondri de cineo voeales, entre los
cuales habrd un Presidente, un Vice-Presidente, un Secre-
tario, un Pro-Secretario y un Tesorero.

ART. 20

Para ser miembro de la Direceién se nesecita ser ma-
yor de edad y duefio al menos de una accitn en la Sociedad.

ART. 21

Lia Direecién debe rennirse ordinariamente el dia ocho
de cada mes y extraordinariamente cuando para ello fuese
convoeada por el Presidente. También debe reunirse la Di-
reccion cuando lo solicite cualgquiera de sus miembros.
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ART, 22

La Direccién formard un reglamento interior para la
buena marcha de la empresa,

ART. 23

El quorum de la Direecién lo constituyen tres de sus
miembros y para que haya scuerdo se necesita la mayoria
absoluta do los miembros presentes.

ART. 24

El Secretario llevard dos libros; en el uno sentard los
acuerdos de la Junta General y en el otro los de la Di-
Teceion.

ART. 25

La Direceién cuando lo cren conveniente puede cons-
tituir un Procurador General 6 Especial para que repre-
senten 4 la Sociedad en juicio 6 fuera de él. Para legitimar
su personeria basta la certificacién de su nombramiento, ex-
pedida por el Presidente y Secretario de la Direccién.

ART. 26

El Administrador mantendrd siempre asegurados contra
incendio los edificios de propiedad de la Compaiifa.




EPROBAGION

DE 108

ESTATUTO0S

POR EL SUPREMO GOBIERNO,

N¢ 25
PALACIO NACIONAL.

San José, febrevo 19 de 1886.

Visto el memorial presentado 4 este despacho por
los seriores Jos¢ Ramén Rojas Troyo, G. H. Latham,
Roberto A. Crespi, Léon de Gatskoffsky, Juan Rojas,
J. Francisco Echeverrfa y Simeén Guzmin, y con
presencia de los articulos 1?2 y 22 de la ley de 8 de Ju-
lio de 1875; Su Excelencia el General Presidente de
la Reptiblica.

ACUERDA.

Apruébanse los “Estatutos de la Sociedad Bella
Vista”, y revistese & ésta de fuerza legal, 4 condicién
de que se otorgue la indispensable escritura plblica
constitucién de la Compaiifa, y queen ella se counsig-
ne como capital para dar principio 4 sus operaciones
una suma no menor de tres mil pesos ($3.000-00.)
Publiquese.

Rubricado por £. E, el Gral.
Presidente de Ja Repiiblica.

FrirnAnpez,
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Presidente Don José Ramén R. Troyo.

Vice-Presidente
Tesorero
Secretario

Pro—Secretario

y, G. H. Latham,

y Simedn Guzmdén,

,» Juan Rojas.

s J« Franciseo Echeverrfa,

LISTA DE

Aguilar Joaquin.
Alfaro J, y C*
Alvarado Joaquin, Pb°
Angulo Franeisco R,

Augulo Miguel W., Dr,

Aragén Manuel
Arrillaga Franeisco
Avila Pedro

Beer Giuillermo
Bonilla José Franeisco
Bonnefil

Brenes Juan A.
Brenes Manuel 1,
Campo P. H.
Canalins José
Carbonel Jacinto
Carranza Bruno, Dr.
Casasola Nieolds

ACCIONISTAS.

San José.

"
Cartago.
1
San José,
e 1
"

7

”
Cartago.
San José.
Cartago.

"
San José,
N
Clartago.

San José,
Cartago.
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Cassamiglia B,
Castro J, Mora.
Castro Ramén F,
Chavarria Jogé R.
Chavarria R.

Cooper Knrique
Cooper Ricardo I,
Cloronado José Andrés
Crespi Roberto A.
Cruz Antonio, Dr.
Cubero Jesas €.
Duran José
Echeverria y Castro
Escoto Juan A. Dr.
Esquivel Fabidn
Esquivel Gernimo
Esquivel Manuel
Falamischia Domingo
Feo José

Ferndndez Mauro
Figuls Ignacio

Flores 1,

Flores Rafael J. Doctor
Gallardo Augusto
Garcia Fornando
Gatskoffsky Leon
Giral Pedro

Guevara Francisco
Guier H. A.
Gutiérrez Dolores
Guzmén Sime6n
Iglesias J.

Iglesias Rafael
Inksetter D, @&, Doctor
Jegel Guillermo
Jochg Carloy

San José.
1
”
n
n

»
San José,

"
Cartago.
San José,

1
San José,

n
Cartago,
San José,
Naranjo.
San José.

n
Cartago,
San José,
Cartago.

"

n
San José,

Cartago.

n
San José,

Cartago.
)
n

EH
San José,
i
Cartago,

"
n



— 1 —
Rudd H. N, Cartago.
Sdenz Genaro
Sancho Carlos H,
Sancho [viuda de], Dalares J.

”
L]
"

Sancho Felipe San José.
Sandaval Isidro 54
Schroter (van) y C* San José.

Sharpe Cecil

Silva [de] C. V., Dostor
Steinvorth Guillermo
Tinoco Demetrio
Toledo Nazario, Doctor 5
Trejos J. Gregorio Cartago.
Troyo José Ramén R,
Twight Roborto

n

n

San José.
Valverde Panfilo J., Doctor ,,
Valverde Ramén Naraunjo.
Vargas Vicente Cartago.
Venegas Gaspar San José.

Volio Carlos T,
Zieledon Manuel V,
Zaniga Tobias.

"
n
N



Segunda lista

DE LOS

ACCIONISTAS.

31 de Marzo, de 1886

———ep————

Acuna Franecisco

Agiiero M. B.

Alvarez Juan N.

Arana Procopio

Arfavia Rosa A.
Benedictis (de) (.
Bolaiios Agupito

Calvo Anselmao

Castre José A,

Castro Nicolés Fernsndez
Castro T. E.

Cepa Avelardo

(Chase Lorenzo
Chavarria Alberto
Chaverri Alherto
Chaverri Mariano

Cruz Rugelio Pombo, Dr.
Dengo Manuel V.,

Fernéndez Jerénimo M., Pbo.

Ferndndez Manuel
Field Walter J.
Flores Juan J., Dr.
Frutos José Dolores

San!José,
Alajuela.
"

L ]

n"

San José.

Santo Domingo.

Alajuela.
»”
1
Carrillo.
San José,

1

Heredia.

1
Liberia.
San José,
Heredia.
San José,

”
Heredia.
Alajuela.



Garvanzo Salvader A.
Gil y Mayorga
Gonzilez Alberto Soto
Gonzélez José Ramén
Gonzdlez Simdn
Gutiérrez Joaquin
Guzman Dominga
Guzmin José, Pho.
Giiell y Gutiérrez

Herndndez Joaquin B., Pbo.

Holst tzuillermo
Huertas Ignacio
Hurtado Pedro
Jiménez Lesmes
Jinesta Francisco
Jongh (de) Juan J.
Lizano Joaguin
Lopez Miguel
Matthes . A.
Monters Concepeion
Mbontero J. Soto

Mora Camilo A.

Mora Toribio M.
Morales Braulio
Maoller E. T,

Odio Osvaldo

Ortiz Alberto

Ortiz Paulino Campos
Ortiz Pauline H.
Padilla Mariano, Dz,
Pardo Raymundo
Pereira Francisco, Pho.
Quesada Florencio
Queanda Yanuario, Pbo.
Retana Jeosé
Romanan Fred. Otto

Ran Jose,

n

1

2
San Vicente.
Heredia.

¥

=7
San Jasé.,
Heredia.
San Josd.
San Vieente.
San José.

L
Alajuela,
San Jaose,
IHeredia.
Alajuela.
San Jost.

Nan Vieente.

»

San José.

"
Heredia.
San José.
Heredia.
L5

3

Alajuela.

1"

i
Heredia.
San Vicente.

7t
San Jose.



Rosabal Amado Heredia.

Ross George San Jose.
Rotter William Limén.
Ruiz Espiritu Santo Alajuela,
Runnebaum Eurigue 1. San Josdé,
Saberio Ignacio V. Alajuela.
Sandoval Manuel e
Sibaja Joaquin M. 9
Sibaja Tedtilo 3
Solera Juan Maria Heredia.
‘orres Juan Maria, Dr, 3
Trejos Policarpo, Dr. ,,
Ulloa Carlos M., Cang®, Dr. San Jose.
Unckles W. B. Limén.
Urratia Bafael San Jese.
Vargas José V, San Vicente,
Vasco José L. Alajuela.
Wenzel Carlos San José
Zamora Ant. del €., Vicario ¥
Zamora Julian Heredia,

Zamora Manuel

”

Eldia 22 de marzo la Junta General lia clegido Tesore-
ro en propiedad al Sr. D. Manuel Aragin de San José.

S e ——

Después de haber llamado por los periddices la licitacion
de los contratistas para la construccion del edificio de banos,
la Junta Directiva ha abierto el dia 13 de abril las cuatro
propuestas,que se han presentado,y ha contratado la obra con
el mejor postor, senor don Roberto A. Crespi, el enal ha em-
pezado los trabajos 27 de abril 1886,



EN LA

REUNION GENERAL ANUAL

DE LOS ACCIONISTAS
DE LA COMPARIA
QUE TUVO LUGAR EN SAN Josf, uLpia G pe Justo 1886,

SE HA ELEGIDO

La Junta Directiva

FARA EL ARNo 1886—1887.

Presidente. . .. ...... .....G. H. Latham
Vicepresidente. .. .. ... Mariano Montealegre

TBSOTBID. s wo=s s b v i s Manuel Aragdén
Secretario., . ... v eevereneeno. Juan Rojas
Prosecretario. ... ....-... J. F. Echeverrfa

———— e~

Arquitectg de ln Compeniia Juan 1. de Jonzh, A. M. 1. C. E
Agente General, . ... S G atats Loon de Gatskoffrky

Agentes locales:
Cartago. ..oy eeeeoiaaiinn vars Ctlso Robles

Eheradit. c e o vve snwienssenspan. Pathoco v Hernano
Alajneln. ... el a0 pro veeees Balisario Femdandez
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OPINION DE LA PRENSA.

EXTRACTO.

11

B 0.5 =T V1)

Peridprco puBLicADO EN (JARTAGO.
N? ‘:')5'
De 9 de Noviembre de 1883,

Costa-Rica, estacién sanifaria del Istmo.

Cuando tuntas dificultades rodean de todas partes este
pais, ¢él, gracias 4 sus inmejorables condiciones naturales, se
ofrece 4 la contemplacion del mundo lleno de recursos que ex-
plotar, de especiales ventajas climatéricas y de ficil acceso
por ambos octanos, brindando salud y risueno panorama, fuen-
tes de riquisimas aguas minerales de inestimables virtudes y
fresquisimas campinas banadas por aire puro y regenerador,

A corta distancia de este hospital de reparacion de las
fuerzas perdidas se encuontran hoy bajo la influencia de uno
de los mis perniciosos climas de las costas americanas gran
nimero de europeos, empeiiados en una de esas titdnicas lu-
chas del hombre con la naturaleza y sus invencibles elemen-
tos, no ya escalando el ciclo por medio de la superposicion de
montaias, sino tratando de imponer & las olas nuevo camino,
por medio de un foso gizanteseo que comunicard las aguas del
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Pacifico con las del Atlintico, y las hard, bion & su pesar, en-
trar en fraternal sociedad.

Las fiebres perniciosas y mortiferas reinantes en el tra-
yecto de Colén 4 Panami diezman el ejéreito de la civilizacién.
y éste, para no dejarvse destrair por fa terrible hidra, antes de
consegair cortar de un solo golps tadas sus cabezas, tiene que
emprender pradentes retivadas y celebrar, digismolo asi, pe-
riddicamente saludables armisticios, en que sus fuerzas repa-
radas vuelvan de nuevo & la homérica batalla, que ha de dar
la definitiva victoria & la humanidad.

Conocidisimas son las dificultades de clima con que lu-
chan los trabajadores y sobre todo los empleados europeos en
la seceién indicada, Colon-Panamd, durante ciertas épocas en
que lo$ insalubres pautanus del Istmo escupen de su fangoso
seno los miasmas deletéreos que trasforman la sangre en ve
neno circulante y destrozan ¢l mds robusto organismo, y en
general, basta ol cambio de aires para que la energia vital
perdida se reponge y habilite de nuevo al operario para se.
guir sus tareas.

Hechos recientes nos mueven 4 llamar la atencién de los
europeos 1esidentes en el Istmo de Panamd hicia el delicioso
clima del interior de Costa Rica, indicindoles principalmente
la antiplanicie de Cartago, en torno de la cual brotan en deli-
ciosos valles aguas termnales, ferruginosas y sulfurosas como
las del Hervidero de Agua Caliente, 4 corta distancia de esta
ciudad y las dos de Oresi, de cunlidades enteramente distintas
y & pocos metros una de otra, habiendo hasta ellas una muy
regular carretera, y distantes pocas millus de este centro, don-
de loa recursos naturales y las provisiones se ofrecen sin rival
en abundancia y baratura.

Creemos prestar un verdadero servicio tanto al pais como
§ los europeos que aqui pueden dirigirse en busea de la salad
perdida, haciendo estas ligeras obscrvaciones sin entrar en
detalles cientificos que no son propios del caricter de esta hoja.

Teniendo dos puertos tan proximos al lugar de sus tareas,
uno en el Atlintico y otro en el Pacifico, aqui pudieran residir
Ias famnilias de los empleados en los travajos del canal, en con-
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diciones si no superiores por lo menos ignales & las de cual-
quier clima enropeo, y teniéndolas por deeirlo asi, 4 la mano,
se estableceria una muy provechosa corriente de trinsito entre
el canal de Panami y Costa Rica, que bien pudiera conside-
rarse respecto 4 aquel, como una estacién sanitaria.

La presevcia en eita capital de Mr, La Vieille, Consul
goeneral de Francia en Panamd; y la inteneién que, se nos di-
ce, trae de escoger en este pais, edén de América por su cli-
ma y sus bellezas naturales, tanto como por las condicioner re-
lativamente ficiles de vida. nn lugar & propbsito para estable-
ver una especie de sanalorium para los enformos del Istmo de
Panamd, ncs mueve 4 reproducir ¢l articulo de “La Palanca”
de 9 de Noviembre de 1553, que en estos  momentos creemos
mity oportuno reproducir,

("“Oltro Diaria,” 4 de marzo 1886.)

— el R, - =

“Diario de Costa-Rica”™

DeL 7 pe Exero peE 1886.
N¢ 208,
Cartago 4 de enero de 1880,

Sexor DoN Roserro A. Crrger
Sun Josd.
Muy Sr. Mio:

Permitame deeir & Ud, que yo estoy muy satisfechio con
la energia que ha demostrado en la cuestion de  Bajos  Ter-
males y Hotel de Reereo de Agun caliente:  El pais necesita-
va de tales instituciones y yo espero que esto serd ¢l prinei-
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pio ane por tanto tiempo deseaba ver: Bs decir hacicndo &
Costa Ricn un lugar de recreo y salud para los extranjeros y
para lo cual el pais estd tan apropisito, hucizndo esto (y yo
1no veo ningunn razin para que no se lleve 4 efecto), es mi
opinion, que serd el mis sélido modo para que el pais adelante.

En los EE. 1T, tenemos la prucha mis evidente en los
progeesos de los LE. Florida, Georgin, Texas y South Caro-
lina, todo esto debido al influjo de los extranjevos que buscan
la salud.

!nente con mi ayuda en todo lo que yo pueda, personal
y oficialmente.—Ademis, como es casi seguro que construire-
mos el Ferro-Carril hasta Cartago necesitaromos de miles de
hombres para los trabajos; y como siempre en tales obras hay
muchos enfermos serin pues numerosas las personns que en-
viaremos por enenta del F. C, 4 su empresa: por consiguiente
no solo tendrd  Ud. In coneurrencia de los hijos del pais v del
Istmo de Panamd sino que también un gran nimero de los tra-
bajadores del . C.; de este modo no hay ninguna duda que
la empresa tendrd buen éxito desde el prineipio. En los pri-
meros trabajos del 1. ', liemos notado la falta de un estableci-
micnto tal eomo este que 1d, estd haciendo:

Creyendo y deseando que T7d, tendrd una buens acojida
en s empresa me suseribo su atento y SS.

G. H Lathas
Ing. en Jefe del ¥'. (.

T R - —

““Diario de Costa-Rica.

Der. 11 pe ENEro pe 1880,
N2 301.
BAROS TERMALES.
( Colaboracion.)

vy

Ha sidy definitivamente aprobade por el Supremo Go-
bicruo el contrato celebrado entre ln Municipalidad de este
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(tantdn centval y los Sres. Roberto A, Crespi y Ladn de
Gatskoffsky para la’construceién de un edificio tormal de bailos
termales en el hervidero situado en el barrio de San Francis-
¢o de esta cindad, bajo las bases de'que el piblico tiens ya co-
nocimiento.—Yste proyecto importante concebido por la Muni-
cipulidad 4 iniciutiva del sefior don José Maria Perults, de
grato recuerdo, desde que Costa-Riea tiene vida propia, esto
es, Juego que se independizé de la Corona de Espana, viene
ahora 4 realizarse habiendo lns probabilidades de un feliz éxito.

Esta empresa ey de sumo interés puesto que ella  favore-
ce 4 la humanidad doliente, en concepto de estay reconocidos
estos banes por la ciencia médiea como eficaces para la  cura-
cion del renmatismo y de otras enfermedades.—Ademis, esta
empresa, tnica hasta hoy en su género en Centro-América,
entraiia una positiva mejora que el pais puede ostentar y esti-
mar como una nueva via de marcha hicia su progreso.

No dudamos que estos banos sean frecuentados por geute
del interior y exterior de la Republica, si, comu es de esperarse,
los empresarios procuran aereditarlos, como es de su interés,
por medio de una activa propaganda llamando la atencion hi-
cin las condiciones ventajosas de la localidad en que va 4 si-
tuarse el establecimients, esta es, respecto e la benignidad
de su clima siu rival; del cavicter pucifico y hospitalario de
los habitantes, de su laboviosidad y amor al orden, de lu ex-
huberancia de los terrenos; y en fin de otras muchas veutajas
que posee Costa-Rica, llamada eon razon, la Suiza americana,
Asi prestigiada la empresa, es muy logico que ella venga 4
constituir una pingiie renta que mejorard la situacion del era-
rio manicipal.

Otras mnchas empresas se acometerin 4 medida que vayq
habiendo corriente de inmigracion; elemento indispensable, al
cual deben su estado floreciente las naciones que hoy mar-
chan & la vanguardia de la civilizacion,— Iiste pais encierra
en su seno muchos ramos de rigneza sin explotar, y por esto
sin duda, al deseribirlo un sabio eseritor espuiiol, dijo: “Cos.
ta-Rica es semejante & una doneelly vestida de harapos y seu-
tada sobre un tesoro.”
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Costa-Rica es pequeiia, es escasa de brazos, de capitales,
de capacidndes cientificas, etec.—Eu la meseta del interior se
agrupa una poblacion de 150.000 habitantes; asi es que s de
tanta mayor importancin la inmigracién enanto qua ella da po-
deroso impulso al espiritu de empresa y al desarrollo de los
elementos de riqueza que posce.—El supremo Gobierno asi lo
ha comprendido, puesto que en distintas épocas le ha preocu-
pado e te bello ideal, y ha consagrado su atencion & esta cucs-
tidn que envuclve en sf ¢l problema do nuestro porvenir, cu-
ya solucion honraré etercamente & la Admbu. que llegue 4
efectuarlo.

Esta gloria, segin las probabilidades, acaso estd reserva-
da al Gobierno progresista del B, Gral. Soto, quien desde su
adyenimients al Poder Supremg de la Nacion, todo su afin se
ha encaminado & mejorar en todos sentidos la condicion de
Custa-Risa, eircunstancia que le ha grangeado las simpatins y
el voto espontinao de los pucblos para la prosima eleceidn de
primer magistrado,

Llamumus, pues, su atencién lhdcis este trascendental
asunto en nombre de la civilizacion del pais, en nombre de sus
curos intoreses, de su agricultura, de s comercio; en nombre
en fin, del progresivo desarrollo de la cpoca.

Cartago, 28 de diciembre de 185).
J. M. A,

“Diario de Costa~Rica’”

DeL 22 e Exero pe 1886,

Con gusto hemos subido que los sefiores Crespi
y de Gatskoffstky, empresarios de Batios Termales en
Agua Calicute, ca vez de llevar 4 cabo su empresa en
la escala que propusieron al prineipio 4 la excelentfsi-
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ma Municipalidad de Cartago, segiin el deseo de todos
han resuelto ahora provecar una susericién piblica
con el fin de aumentar los edificios y comodidades, en
una palabra para hacer nn Ingar de reereo digno del
pais.  Con esto han obrado cuerdamente, porque
tratdndose de una empresa de la naturaleza de la
presente, bueno es no omitir esfnerzo, ni gasto con-
veniente 4 cfecto de que ol resultad) definitivo co-
rresponda en un todo & los propdsitos que se conocen.

Hasta ahora no contamos eon un lugar que pro-
piamente deba llamarse de recreo. Nadie, sea para
cambiar de clima & simplemente para descansar, puede
ir hoy & las costas del mar, como es costumbre en
Europa y Estados Uuidos de América del Norte.

iufermizas como son nuestras costas los médicos
snelen mandar los pacientes & Europa; pero hemos
tenido noticia de que algunos, ya preparados para el
viaje, han desistido de ¢l y resuelto esperar dos meses
mds, hasta que los establecimientos de Agua Caliente
estén abiertos al pablico, y alquilar alli una bonita
casa de campo de la empresa y tomar los bafios, todo
lo cual les costarda mucho menos que la escursién &
Europa, con el mejor resultado para su salud.

Una de esas personas, ha dudado solamente si el
fastidio no hard desagradable esa imitacién de Wies-
baden, Ostendsz, Carlshad, ect. No se debe creer eso.
Sus cisnto cincuenta mil habitantes.que desde Alajuela
hasta Cartago estin 4 dos horas de distancin de los
bafos, acudirdn 4 ellos, v habrd con quien pasar el
rato, pero si lo que se desea es la sociedad, tal como
se la encuentra en lugares de ln misma especie de Eu-
ropa, este deseo serd satisfecho, nos parece, por la razén
que el sefior de Gatskoffsky segunird dentro de poco



: - = e I
tiempo al Istmo de Panaind. 4 todas las demas Repii-
blicas de Centro-América, & Jamaica, Nueva Orleans
&. con el objeto de hacer la propaganda de esta nueva
empresa. Bl resultado de tal propaganda serd que
en Agua Caliente, sc reuniran franceses, familias nor-
teamericanas, inglesas, nicaragiienses, &., reunién que
hard por demds H.D'lﬂtldbla I \'ld.l alli.
Volvamos & la susericion,

En nuestra opinién, la persona que se suseribe,

hace bien bajo tres puntos de vista.

1?2 — Bien « la humanidad doliente, v, sobre to-
do, 4 aquellos de nuestros hermanos que no cuentan
con los recursos indispensablez para trasladarse 4 Eu-
pa en persecucién de su salud;

20 — Bien al progreso material del pafs; pues la
afluencia de extranjeros le hard conocer mejor y pro-
voeard la inmigracién de industriales agricultores, etc.,
oon sus capitales y conocimientos tan necesarios en
naciones, que como la nuestra, apenas principian,
Ademas, la empresa por si misma constituye un pro-
£Tes0.

3? — Bien para la riqueza propia; porque aten-
diendo 4 la actividad ¢ interés que han desplegado los
Jévenes empresarios al porvenir del negocio, es de
augurarse que las acciones dardn muy buen dividendo.
Nuestros iectores tendrin presente ademés del interés
v actividad de los empresarios, y de los conocimientos
especmles que poseen en este género de trabajo, la
carta del sefior Latham que publicamos en nuestro
Diario del 7 del corriente; por consigniente las venta-
jas con las cuales la empresa puede contar ya desae
su principio.
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Asf, pues, lector, suscribete, que tendras un buen
dividendo.

Fl setior don José Ramdn Rojas ‘T'royo, al po-
ner su respetable nombre 4 la cabeza de la lista de
Cartazo, no ha pensado por un momento en las utili-
dades que haya de reportar; ha tenido en cuenta vini-
camente el bicn de la hnmanidad, y tanto que ha con-
sentido en privarse por uno ¢ dos anos de su casa que
posee en Aoua Caliente, la cual debidamente amue-
blada vendrd f ser mis que un magnffico hotel, un
expléndido palacio,mientras se construye el edificio de
la empresa.

Siguiendo tan laudable ejewplo, todos los socios
de la casa Mestre, Peralta & C?, de Cartago, as{ como
todos sus dependientes, se han suscrito,habiéndoles se-
guido la mayor parte de los habitantes de aquella
cindad, que han sabido comprender la utilidad 4 fines
humanitarios del negoeio.

Sabemos que aqui en San José, el sefior don
Francisco Peralta, quien figura el primero en la lista,
y los empleados administradores del Banco de Ia
Unién han tomado susericiones por valor de il pe-
s03, reservindose la adquisicién de algunos mis en la
Junta. Van Schroder €2, J. C. Maduro, F. Esquivel,
M. Férnindez, (. Steinworth, los administradores del
Banco Anglo-Costarricense, E. Rolrmoger, Mariano y
Ricardo Montealegre, R. lglesias, A. O. Jiménez, R.
Chavarria, J. Alfaro, J. Rojas, M. Aragén, José Du-
ran, Dres. P. J. Valverde, N. Toledo y C.J. de Silva,
como también muchas otras personas se han suscrito.

Tan pronto como se declare cerrada la susericidn
56 publicarin las listas,

Llamamos Ia atencién del piblico que maifiana &
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las 11 por la manana en el Club Internacional tendrd
lugar una junta de los accionistas « la cual todo el eo-
mercio estd convidado también.

Son nuestros deseos que la naciente empresa co-
rong sus esfuerzos con el més brillante éxito.

“Diarioc de Costa~Rica”

Dxr 12 de veBrERO DE 18886.

N? 326.
Loy Banios de Agua Caliente.

Ahora, que la cuestién de banos termales ha veni-
do 4 ser de actualidad, publicamos el siguiente artfculo
que extractamos de la Gaceta Oficial N° 535 del 23 de
setiembre de 1865. Tanto por la firma que suscribe
dicho articulo, una de las mds reputadas y conocidas
en este pafs, como por la misién especial de que el
autor estaba encargado por ol Gobierno, debemos
considerar dicho informe como muy decisivo en favor
de las propiedades medicinales de las agnas de aquella
fuente de Cartago.

“Al pié del volean Irazi,—en la Repiiblica de
Costa Rica,—se encuentra el monte del Hervidero de
Agua Caliente, 4 una media legna de la ciudad de
Cartago.

“Las capas calcdreas,desnudas en las canteras que
se explotan en los escalones de Ia colina, dejan entre-
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ver el grado de inclinacién que les fué dado, cuando el
Iraz, conmoviendo la corteza terrestre, levants en las
alturas de Costa-Rica su majestuosa cumbre, de donde
brotaron mis tarde las lavas de Cervantes.

“Creo que los indicios delos terrenos no pueden
ser mis claros. Todos los testigos de la grande esce-
na geoldgica estin presentes; al Norte descansa el Tra-
2, al Sur, en la orilla opuesta del Reventazin, que
reune las aguas que llevara al Atlantico, se encuentran
los bancos caledreos, eristalizados por el fuego del
voledin, penetrados por la magnesia y ennegrecidos y
caleinados, hasta tomar ¢l aspecto de rocas eruptivas,
estando cortados por bancos de arcilla calcinada, tras-
formada en piedra de amolar,

“Al Sur se extienden los salvajes y no explo-
rados montes de la Candelavia; en una palabra todo se
ha reunido para formar ¢l cuadro mds grande y ma-
gestuoso que pueda presentar la naturaleza

“De esos bancos caledreos, en la orilla de-
recha del Reventazén sale la fuente de Agua Caliente
encerrada en una pared de cal y canto gue parece ser
obra de los espafioles.

“El agua tiene una temperatura constante de 55
grados centigrados vy parece que hierve en el tazén,
aunque muy léjos de la temperatura de ebullicién,
Los gases que se desprenden le dan esa apariencia,
que justifica el nombre de Hervidero:

“Kl agua entra en el Reventazdn y tiite de colo-
rado las piedras sobre que se desliza,

“Los andlisis hechos con toda la brevedad posi-
ble para fijar el valor verdadero de las aguas, cuando
salen de la tierra, me han dado por cada onza de agua
dos granos de materia solida, en la cual he encontrado:
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“El gas que hace hervir el tazdn consiste princi-
palmente en dcido carbénico. La temperatura del
agua no me ha permitido recogerlo en cantidad sufi-
viente para caracterizar los demm gases (20", poco
s 6 menos), mezelados eon aquel. A medida que
se enfria el agua, el Lierro se precipita, y en este estado
contiene eerea de un voliimen de gus, y su gusto
es ligeramente dcido y metilico, Considero que el
agua del hervidero de Agua Caliente es una agua ter
mal fortaliciente, y creo que se podrin utilizar el hiervo
que contiene, el cual gracias & sn estado de reciente
precipitacidn, gracias & su hidratacién v i su extrema-
da division, es absorvible por los esidmagos débiles, que
no pueden asimilarse las preparaciones (errnginosas en
pildoras.

“Es un medicamento & propusito para los convale:
cientes de caleninra y las personas yue participan de lei-
peramento debil.

“Las aguas termales deben usarse, sea para ba-
fios, sea para beber, en ¢l lugar mismo en donde na-
cen. Convienen sobre todo, . constitueciones linfa-
ticas y escrofulosas, 4 la euracion de las enfermedades
del cutis, sifilis constitucional y purn las heridas de ar-
mas de fuzgo etc'—Se parecen mucho & algunas de
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Europa, que tiener mucha fama, sobre todo 4 las de
Aix-la-Chapelle y de Baden. Son menos parecidas &
las de Bareges que contienen principalmente siilfuro
de sodio; pero, sin embargo, pueden aplicarse 4 las
mismas enfermedades.

(f.) Luveraxo Prarr.

-

““Qtre Diario.”

DerL 10 pe Marzo nx 1886.
N? 105.

Es digna de alabanza la generosidad de los seiio-
res Gritell & Gutiérrez, quienes simpatizando con los
fines de la empresa, han hecho la  oferta de un Om-
nibus, por medio del enal los viajeros, que concurran
d los Bafios, especialmente los enformos, podrin ser
trasportados con comodidad al Establecimiento.

Felicitamos & dichos sefiores por sus buenos de-
seos en pro de la sociedad y deseamos que todos los
costa-ricenses, siguiendo su ejemplo, contribuyan 4
ayudar con lo que puedan & la sociedad ** Bella Vista”
en esta empresa, cuyo establecimiento traerd positivas
ventajas al pais.

Nadie dejard de desconocer la importancia que
los Bafios Termales tendrin en Costa-Rica: las propie-
dades medicinales de sus agnas; su situacidn en uno
de los climas mas saunos y deliciosos de la repliblica,
prcmmdml de sta 4 los trabajos del Canal de Pana-
md, euyo sin niimero de enfermos en lugar, de hacer
viajes & Eurvopa y las Antillas, vendrin & convalecer
it este punto, haciendu economfa de grandes gastos y
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tiempo, y sobre todo sn importancia capital se la dard
el ferro-carril de Reventazén Cartago, cuyo contrato
estd arreglado definitivamente.

La escritura de la companfa “Bella Vista” ha sido
firmada y sus estatutos se han repartido 4 todos los
accionistas en In Repiiblica.

El Céusul General de Francia en Panamé M.
Lavieille salié hoy en el tren de la manana con direc-
cidn 4 la cindad de Cartago, acompaiiado de los seiio-
res Federici y Lesmes Jimenez, Director de Obras Pi-
blicas, quienes fueron recibidos en la estacién de aque-
lla ciudad por el Gobernador de la misma, el seiior S.
Guzmdn y ofros,

El sefior Cénsul ha hecho esta visita con el fin de
conocer Cartago, su posicién topogrifica, clima y
aguas.

( Vease el “Otro Diarid” de 4 de Marzo de 1886, en rela-
cion del Seiior Consul.)

A e~ ) DDC O —

“Diario de Costa~Rica™

DEL 11 pE Marzo peE 1886,
No' 344,

Esta Compaiifa de Banos Termales se halla defi-
nitivamente arreglada, pues ya cuenta con su corres-
pondiente escritura piblica, otorgada con las formali-
dades de ley. y con sus estatutos aprobados por el Su-
premo Gobierno.

Se ha requerido por aviso en los diavios de esta
Capital & los Srs. accionistas & fin de que enteren el

P — R
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valor de la primera cuota y tenemos noticia que la su-
ma, hasta hoy depositada, ya asciende & la cantidad
que el Supremo Gobierno senialé para dar prineipio
los trabajos de constenecién.

Esta sociedad esta llamada 4 tener una grande
importancia, 4 marchar con prosperidad y 4 llenar
completamente sus aspiraciones, dadas las circunstan-
cias que la favorecen y que le suministraron su fecun-
do impulso.

La salubridad del elima donde se pondréin los Ba-
nos, lugar en que se goza de una primavera perpétua,
la facilidad de las vias de comunicacidn desde la costa
al interior de esta Repiblica, que en su mayor exten-
ciéu son caminos de hierro, el ferrocarril por Cartago
(cuyo arreglo estd terminado segin ultima noticia),
que pore en ficil comunicacién 4 esta Repiiblica con
las demés naciones civilizadas; todo esto hard, que,
una vez construido el edificio de Banos Termales, este
sea el punto de reunién, donde vendrdn 4 veranear de
los diferentes lugares de esta Rep(iblica,-punto don-
de se gozard de toda clase de comodidades y distrac-
ciones y que desterrard por completo la idea de hucer
viajes 4 las costas, cuyos climas malsanos nos estén
dando hoy mismo sus terribles resultados, con la des-

truecién de considerable ntimero de vidas.

El Sr. Cénsul General de Francia en Panamd Mr.
Lavieille ademéas de por motivos de salud, habia veni-
do 4 esta Capital con la idea de edificar una casa de
sanidad, donde los enfermos del Canal de Panamd pu-
dieran venir i restablecer su salud; pero la Companfa
“Bella Vista” le ha evitado este enorme trabajo, pre-
cediéndole en la idea y mejorandola con un edificio
que podré llenar todas las comodidades apetecibles y
montado 4 Ja europea,
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Autes de terminar, nos es grato cumplimentar A
los Srs. Gilell & Gutiérrez, porque, queriendo fayore-
cer i In Empresa, le han hecho el importante servicio
de que trata su carta gque con gusto copiamos & con-
tinuacidn.

Sres. Crespi y de Gatskoffsky.

Muy SENORES NUESTROS: ’

Deseosos de contribuir en algo 4 la 1til empresa
que Uds. forman, nos permitimos ofrecer £ Uds. el ve-
hiculo de traspo:te, rande, que nos indicaron desea- |
ban poner & su debido tiempo de la ciudad de Carta.
go al punto donde se establecerdn los Bafios, con el fin
de conducir con comodidad 4 las personas que se diri-
jan & aquel punto. Este vehfculo es una diligencia
grande que cou s0lo asearla un poco, puede ponerse
al servicio prestando comodidades y garantias de soli-
dez & los transenntes.

Por primera vez tenemos ¢l gusto de suscribirnos
sus atts, servidores.

(f) Giienn & GUTIERREZ.

‘Otro Diarie.’

Dern 24 pe Marzo pe 1886,
N¢ 116.
BANOS TERMALES.

En la sesién extraordinaria de los accionistas de |
esta empresa, verificada el lunes pasado, se nombrd
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Tesorero en propiedad al sefor don Manuel Aragdn.
Este senor indica los hienes que resultardn para
Cartago cuando la empresa haya llevado 4 su pleno
desarrollo,

Tiene razén. Pues de nuestra parte, podemos
asegurar que Cartago, euyas calles parecen tristes
para el vigjero, adquirirdn vida y animacién.

El proyecto de la construceién del Mercado, la
consiruecidn del magnifico hotel, por el seiior doa
Ricardo Cooper, la organizacidn de un especie de 1'f-
voli (bier-garten, 4 estilo alemdn), por el sefior Gui-
llermo Jegel, en su nueva propiedad;— todo  esto es
suficiente prucba de que el precio de los terrenos se
doblard desde el momento en que el sefior Keith pon-
ea los primeros vieles del nuevo ferro-carril, lo que no
se hard esperar por mucho tiempo.

Volviendo & la Compania “Bella Vista,” una vez
llenado el requisito del acuerdo del Supremo Gobier-
no de 19 de febrero, se ha nombrado para estudiar los
planos de los futuros edificios 4 los Ingenieros, sefio-
res: G. H. Latham, Manuel V. Dengo, E. J. Mdaller
J. Feo. Echeverrfa y Enrique H. Runnebaum, quienes
acompatindos por el Ingeniero, sefior don Juan 1. de
Jongh, irdn manana al lugar mismo, con el fin de
examinar el terreno para la construccién y elegir &l
plan de la obra.

Los Cartagineses agradecerdn 4 dichos sefiores
por su desinteresada ayuda cientffica en una obra de
tanta importancia.
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Compafiiia “Bella«Vista,”

En la reuaidn anual de los accionistas de esta
Compaiifa, que tuvo lugar el dfa 6 de los corrientes,
se did enents de lo verificado desde ¢l 22 del mes de
marzo proximo pasado,—fecha de la tiltima rennién ex-
traordinaria; lo que no debe carecer de_interds pura los
accionistas ausentes.

Después de haber Hamado por los periddicos la
eitacién de los contratistas para la construceion del
edificio de batios, la Junta Dirvectiva hizo el contrato
de las obras econ el mejor postor, don Roberto A.
Crespi, quien empez6 los trabajos el dia 27 de abril
pasado. La construecion adelanta con prontitud y de
una manera satisfactoria.

Para mayor comodidad en ¢l cobro de las cuotas,
la Junta Directiva nombré 4 los sefiores Pacheco &
Hermano en Heredia, Celso Robles en Cartago y Be-
lisario Ferndndez en Alajucla, Agentes locales, y al
sefior Léon de Gatskoffsky, Apente General.

El Tesorero manifestd, al presentar sus cuentas,
que, por no haber ain recibido las cuotas cobradas
por los agentes de las provincias, no podin hacerlus
figurar en sus libros y que las rennidas hasta la fecha
ascienden d la suma $ 6,505-00. Los gastos de cons-
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truceidn por trabajos coneluidos, certificados por el
Arquitecto, Presidente y Secretario de la Compaiiia,
ascienden 4 5 2,350-00, A peticion de don Manuel
Aragén, el Tesorero, se nombrd una comisién com-
puesta de los sefiores Juan Rojas y Manuel V. Dengo
para revisar las cuentas presentadas.

Don Guillermo Holst propuso que se autorizara
al Tesorero para recibir el valor del pago adelantado
de lax ocho cuotas, expidiendo los recibos provisiona-
les, mientras se imprimen los titulos descritos en el
articulo 87 de los Estatutos.  Fué aceptada la propo-
gieién por nnanimidad,

De acuerdo con el artfeulo 182 de los Estatutos,
quedd nombrada la Junta Diveetiva para el afio de
1886—1887, siendo designados para formarla los
Senores

G. H. Latham.,.......... Presidente.
Mariano Montealegre. . .... Yiee-Presidente,
Manuel Aragén ........... Tesorero.

Juan Rojas........ e Secretario.

J. F. Echeverria........... Prosecretario.

Después de haher sido diseutida y aprobada la
proposicién del sefior IHMastings para construir un
tranvia desde la estacidn del Ferroearril en Cartago
hasta las propiedades de la Companfa en Agua Ca-
liente, quedaron nombrados los seiiores Manuel V.
Dengo, Juan I. de Jongh y Rafael Iglesias para for-
mular el contrafo entre el senior Hastings v la nueva
Junta Directiva, el cual serd publicado i su dehido
tiempo.
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Los honorarios y sucldos, que corresponden 4 los
miembros de la Directiva segiin el articulo 18?2 (inci-
50 12 y 27) fueron rehusados, estando los presentes dis-
puestos & cooperar gratuitamente por el bien de lu
naciente empresa.

Por 1iltimo, la nueva Junta Directiva se permite
invitar & los accionixtas (ue no hayan satisfecho las
cuotas pendientes; 4 manday eubrirlas lo més pronto
posible, pues la Direceién permanece firme en su pro-

posito de no contratar la construceién de la seganda

parte del edificio hasta contar con los suficientes fon-
dos en mano—La seccidn del edificio, que coraprende
los bafios, ha sido contratada por § 7,000-00 aprosi-
madamente, suma casi cublerta con el valor de tres
enotas, pues en la suma antes indicada $ 6,505-00 la
cuarta cuota no entra més que por $ 400-00, ademis
de 1no haber sido incluidas algunas de las segundas y
ferceras cuotas de las provincias.

La nueva Direccién espera que los hijos del pais
se interesardn verdaderamente por esta empresa, tan
humanitaria como lucrativa, que hoy se levanta bajo
los mejores angurios de un éxito muy feliz y que se-
rf an verdadero monumento al pais.

San José, 7 de junio de 1886,

Juay Rosas, Seeretario.

J. F. Ecueverria, Prosecretario.
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“Panama Star &: Herald”

February 27t 188«
VOL. XXXVI.—N¢ 9.

In connection with the railroad extension from
Cartago to the Atlantic a company has been formed
in San José to develope the hot mineral springs near
Cartago, and from the respectability of the board of
directors, it appears to be a bona fide undertaking. It
will be of great importance to the inhabitants of Pa-
nama and Colon, and will save many a hundred good
fellows from an untimely grave.

At the (oot of the voleano Irazi, which has an
elevation of about 11,300 feet (linglish) above the
sea, and from the summit of which, both the Atlautic
and Pacific Oceans can be seen: about a mile and a
half from the eity of Cartago, in the midst of the bol-
dest and most majestiu scenery, at an elevation of
about 5,000 feet, in & climate’ delightfully cool and
bracing the hot springs burst out of the earth in a sur-
prising abuudance The water has a uniform tempe-
rature of 55 Centigrade or 131 Fahrenheit, and appears
to be boiling, although it is far from the point of ebu-
lition. This deceptive appearance is produced by the
immense quantity of carbonic acid gas, which escapes
from the water.

The ivon is deposited as the water cools, which



still remains saturated with carbonic acid gas, and has
a slightly acid and metallic taste.

The iron in this state of precipitation, owing to its
chemical union with water, and its extreme division,
is capable of being absorbed by weak stomachs which
would be unable to assimilate a preparation of iron in
pills. It would be an invaluable specific for persons
recovering from fevers, for persons of weak constitu-
tion, and would be of great benefit for lymphatic and
scrofulous disorders, for the erradication of skin di-
seases and many other disorders.

The company is building a good hofel on the Ame-
rican plan, also a complete bathing establishment; and
as it is only 30 hours distance from Colon it would be
a delightful sanatorium for the dwellers on the Isthmus,
especially if the directors are fortunate enough to
secure the services of a smart man, who knows how to
run a big hotel.

j 0 8
Maron 6th 1886,
Vol. XXXVI— N° 10.

No people in the world are better adapted for the
fullest exercise of republican civie duties than the

Costa-Ricans.
Few of our readers are aware of the extraordi-

nary difference to be found amongst the Spanish
Americans who people Central America, and he who
may have passed his life in Guatemala or in Nicara-
gua can form, from his experience there, but a faint
dea of the churacter of the race who people this dimu-
nitive republic.



Laborious saving and independent, the Costa
Ricans form a people, the like of which for material
prosperity, morality and absence of crime, does not
exist in Kurope. Compare a Costa Rica peon with a
European peasant, with an English agricultural la-
bourer or a navvy or with an average lrish peasant
and the immense superiority of the former is at once
apparent. I have been told by Spaniards that the
people here are greatly in advance of the agricultural
classes in Spain.

R R R R I e I O T N TR S S SRS I T S e S B

A few months ago there was granted to Mr. 8. W,
Hastings the concession for a tramway in San José.
Thus Costa Riea, in daily eable communication with
Europe and the United States (of which their papers
make a terrible hash), possessing electric light, tele-
phones, three railways, has in perspective a tramway
(1) and has come to an arrangement of that almost ho-
peless puzzle, the English debt. The latter was a
matter which required a good deal of courage to appro-
ach, entailing as it did a large increase of expenditure
on the part of the government, but on the other hand

(1) And by the Presidential decree of the 19 th of June
1886 the same Mr. S. W. Hastings together with Dr. Th. M.
Calnek have obtained additional concessions to construct pro-
vision and cattle markets & also five miles of street railway io
the City of Cartago together with & market house in the City
of Heredia, not to speak about the cownstruction of a hippi-
drome in San José, econeeeded already some time ago. The
Cartagn tramway has to touch the Panteon, the RR. depot,
the village of San Rafael and the new but already famous
health resort of ““Agua Caliente.”



helping to complete the RR. and thus unite Costa Rica
with the rest of the civilized world.

The principal ecities have the following numbers
of inhahitants:

Ban JOR05" o5 s hatrin o st 30,100
Cartago......a. .y SR 20,400
| S aV7 b et S L Lo Bl e 16,500
Slgpueln. & SN ISINRe 15,200

When tha railway is completed from Cartago fo
the Atlantic there will certainly be a large business
done in Costa Rica potatoes, for without “doubt they
are the very best in the world. At present the delay in
transport spoils them, so that the husiness is unpro-
fitable.

During the first six months of 1885 there were
561 eriminal offenders brought to trial: of these only
(4 were women. There was not a single case of in-
fanticide or calumny.

There is a Pwl.estnm Chmch in San José aml
generally a clorgyman, but at present there is no in-
cumbent. Tt is now several years since it was first
established and at one time was the only one permit-
ted to exist in Central America. It speaks volumes
in favor of Costa Rica that this spirit of foleration
shonld exist, and although the dominant church is con-
stantly anathematizing this small congregation, which
has the good sense to attempt no proselytising, the
anthorities pay no attention to the ‘‘padres”
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EXTRACT FROM
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December, 1859 and January 1860,

(“Costa — Rica, 27 vEARs AGO") \ (@

SAN JOBE,

The Police are picturesque. They are faithful
creatures, however, those ragged Policemen of San
José. They ave dutiful, vigilant and brave, But
there is no need of the Police—none whatever. Costa-
Rica is the most temperate and peaceful of countries,
and San José is the most temperate and peaceful ot
cities. One might be provoked into saying it was
stupidly well-behaved and iusipidly sensible. The
chiffonnier would have little to do there. The lawyer
from the vicinity of the Tombs would fare no betteof
The entire raseality of the exemplary place is not
worth an affidavit. Cock-fighting is the only dissipa-
tion the people indulge in, and that on Feasts of
Obligation and Sundays exclusively.

A ruthless, senseles, ignoble game, it is fast going
out of fashion. There was a time, and that not more
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than five or six years ago, when the President and
the whole of his Cabinet were to he seen in the Cock-
pit. But it is seldom, if ever, thata distinguished
politician, much less a statesman, even on the eve of
an election, is discovered there now. Neither the
mind, nor the manhood, nor the heart of the people
will suffer when it has been uterly abolished.

The Cathedral of San José stands on the east side
of the Plaza. It is built of lava-stone. Three lofty
door-ways—twisted pilasters flanking them and inter-
vening, a series of plain pilasters springing from a
moulding above the doorways and supporting the
plainest architrave—these are the only noticeable
features of the facade. The elevacion of the tower is
little more than thirty feet. A wooden structure—
somethig like a block-house—stands upon these thirty
feet of masonry, and from a beam, close under its
pointed roof; there pendulates a monstrous bell.

The interior of the Cathedral las a striking and
fine appearance. Out of the simplest materials—
having neither gold nor porphyry, nor Byzantine
pavements, nor stained glass to help them—the people
of San Jos¢ have built o temple not unworthy of the
Faith of which it is the attestacion. Branching off
into arches, graceful shafts of the hardest wood which
the forests of Costa Riea yield wood, such as that of
the quiebrahacha, which signifies the awe-breaker—
support the roof, dividing the building into three
broad aisles, the main aisle, or, to speak more properly,
the nave, being 35 feet in breadth and 300 feet in
length. The walls are white. These lofty shafts of
quiebrakacha hiave white veins running through them.
But the arches, in which they terminate, as well as

P —
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the stoep-slanting roof inside, are painted in arabesyue,
and this gives to the whole interior a rich and
curious aspect. Handsome chandeliers descend from
the roof by chains of burnished metal.  Supported on
pillars painted in imitation of Sienna marble, stretch-
ing across the nave, the organ-gallery rises ahove
the High-altar, a few feet behind it. A screen of
lattice-work conceals the organist and choir. Tiis
delicately constructed and painted white. The organ,
also, is painted white. Bat it has silver pipes in front,
and carvings rvichly gilt, The choir for the Dean
and Chapter occupies the castern extremity of the
nave, the stalls, fashioned of jthe costliest mahogany
by Guatemalian workmen, being on a level with the
platforn on which the High-altar stands.

.............................................

Campo de Marté & perfectly level plain, some
hundred acres in extent, carpeted with the softest
grass, intersected with lines of young fig trees, and in
every feature displaying the studied neatness and
subdued elegance of a Pleasure Park in England.
Inclosed by laciendas, orange-groves, plantations and
potreros, the Mountains of San Miguel shelter it on the
South, In the opposite direccion, the white walls of
Heredia glitter against the brown slopes of Barba.
Beyond that huge voleano, the fires of which have
extinguished in a lake of wnknown depth, the blue
peaks of Poaz sparkle in the morning and evening
sunlight. There are villas, too, close at hand, such
as the charming one of which we have a penciling
here.

It is called the Labyrinth. Thereis a roomy
house and a lnxuriant garden. Behind the garden,
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a sparkling fountain throws its waters into three re-
servoirs faced with brick and fine cement. These
serve as baths—one for gentlemen, nine feet deep—
another for ladies, seven feet deep—the third for
children, three feet deep. Walls of a moral height
surround them, and they have shady corridors in
which the bathers lay aside and renew their toilets.
The pathway leading to the baths is cool and fragrant.
hedged with rose-trees and sweet lemons. Further
back is the coffee-mill, and the patio in which they
clean and dress the coffec. The farm-yard is stocked
with farming implements of the best description, and
a stud of handsome horses occupy a range of open
stalls. This house, this garden, these baths, these
horses, all belong to the Senora Fernandez, whose
wealth is but a tribute to her goodness, her grace-
fulness and beauty.

The Cawmpo de Marte is to San José, what the
Bois de Boulogne is to Paris. It is the seene of the
fashionable equestrianism of the Capital, the resort of
carriages, and, once or twice a year, the arena in which
military encampments and reviews take place. On
these occasions the troops appear in uniform. The
rest of the year, clean shirts on Sundays and Feasts
of obligation seen to be the only regulation in force,
8o far as costume is concerned. The officers, however,
are handsomely uniformed. In their blue frocks
faced with red, their shakos and red pompons, they
present an appearance not inferior to that of IFrench
Lieutenants of the Line, and at the Military Mass, on
Sundays, the little garrison of San José, oceupying,
the nave of the Cathedral, forms a striking picture.
The double line of bayonets guivers with the light
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reflected from the Altar, the lamps and chandeliers,
the windows of the aigles, and the tall white shafts
which support the roof. The Band, stationed in the
chancel, accompanies the solemn service with martial
hymns. The officers stand beside the men—the
epaulets and crimson sashes of the former relieving
the cumasas of the latter—and as the Host is elevated,
the sacred building vibrates with pealing trumpets
and the ring of saluting arms.

Every Sunday evening, also, the Baud plays
in front of the President's private residence. Situa-
ted in the Calle del Presidente a little off the Plaza,
this house is a model of Republican modesty. The
narrow sfreet darkened with listening groups—the
lanterns at the music-desks piercing the shadows wiih
the thinnest rays-groups of scforitas whispering at the
door-ways, the faint smoke of their cigaretlos gliding
dreamily from their lips-a lean sentinel leaning against
the door-post of the President’s house, No. 12, rubbing
one bare foot agaiust the other—the whitewashed hall
behind him, with a yellow candle in a glass case,
suspended from the ceiling, winking at the brown
balusters of the staircase—an officer in white trowsers
and gold laced cap lifting his spurred heels up the
steps of the door-way, and slipping into the street
again, having satisfied himself that all was right.

The Theatre, too, is open on Sunday evening.
Adorned with a Grecian front, this pretty edifice occu-
pies an area sixty or seventy feet square. The street-
door opens into a vestibule lighted by a large Chinese
lantern, underneath which, on the nights of performan-
ce, half a dozen barefooted soldiers are seated on a
bench. There are two fiers of boxes. Under the
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lower tier arve thiree rows of benches, and these are
shut off from the parquette by horizontal bars of'iren,
which give the inclosure the appearance of a semi-
subterranean cage for wild curiosities. The object
of this arrangement I was unable 1o ascertain. Pro-
bably it is owing to an apprehension that the poorer
people might grow savage if brought into eontruct
with the civilization of the parquette. The night we
were there the house was crowded. The boxes rustied
with silk. There was a profusion of pearls, and
clusters of teeth which rivaled them in whiteness, and
masses of luxuriant black hair, and a plump array of
arms laden with chains and bands of gold, and
eyes of sparkling jet, and corronals and festons of
luscions flowers, and the airiest network floating
about the daintiest heads. It was a Gala-night, The
play was El Poeta y la Dexsficiada. In a box deco-
rated with the National colors, directly facing the stage,
sat President Mora. To the right and left of his
iixcellency sat the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Gen-
eral Joaquin Mora, Senor Escalante, the Vice-Presi-
dent of the Republic, and M. Felix Belly, the cham-
pion, upon paper, of the Latin Race generally. 'The
performers Lailing from Cadiz and other parts of Spain,
rendered the humor of Don Manuel Breton de los
Herveros with a graceful vivacity.

The Constitution under which it was reorganized
in 1848, declares the Republic of Costa Rica to be a
sovereign State, free and independent, and prescribes
for it a populur government, representative, elective,
and responsible. Asserting the inviolubility of yroperty,
the liberty of the press, personal security, the equality
of all citizens before the law, and vesting the Supreme
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Power in three distinet bodies—the Legislative, the
Executive, the Judicial—it prohibts slavery, privileged
classes, primogeniture, the violation of correspondence,
and rigorously restricts the punishment of death. The
Legislative power resides in a Congress of one Cham-
ber of twelve members, over which the Vice President
of the Republic presides. To exercise the electoral
franchise, a citizen must be twenty-five years old—be
the father of a family or the head of a house—and
own real estate to the value of $ 1000. Neither the
President, Vice-President, nor any Member of the
Cabinet can vote. All those officers, as well as the
Judgeships of the Supreme Court, are incompatible
with a Representative position. To be a Member of
Congress, the citizen must be twenty-five years old,
own real estate to the value of $ 3000, or be a Pro-
fesor of some recognized science. Congress appoints
the Judges, prorogues its own sesions, and names for
the Recess a permanent Comission, consisting of the
Vice-President of the Republic and four of its Members.
The passage of a law requires the approval of a Con-
gressional mayority after three days' discussion, or
the lapse of three days, and the sanction of the
Executive. The President and Viee-President are
elected, for a term of six years, by the electoral
assemblies of cantons or counties. To hold cither of
these offices, the citizen must be thirty years old,
own property to the value of $ 10,000 and be or
have heen married. Hospitality is preseribed as duty
by the ,Constitution, and ecitizenship is forfeited by
ingratitude to parents, the abandonment of wife or
chuldren, and the neglect of the obligations due to the
family and homestead. The Judicial power is vested
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in a Supreme Court, and other tribunales created by
law. The first consists of a Regent, five Judges, and
an Attorney—General. These officers—with the excep-
tion of the latter, who is elected for six years—hold
their commisions during good behavior; but neither
the former nor the latter can be suspended unless upon
impeachment, nor can they be deposed exceptby a
formal Judicial sentence. The Republic is divided
into five Provinces. The Provinces are subdivided
into Cantons, and these again into Districts. The
Provinces have their Governors and Military Com-
mandants. The two last-named divisions have their
Political Chiefs and Alcaldes. As to the Educational
system, there is a free school in every town. In San
José, there is a college for the education of masters, a
Lyceum, and a University. Elementary and superior
instruction arve thus guaranteed by the Government,
as well as by private enterprise; and if, as Astaburuaga
remarks, Costa Rica does not as yet exhibit a more
flourishing state of public education, she has, at all
events, established the basis of a system which will
improve and extend in proportion as the country
materially advances.

Considered in an architectural point of view, the
University of St. Thomas must be set down as the
finest building in San José. But in point of size, the
Hospital exceeds it. There is, in truth, very little
need of such an institution in the Arcadian valley of
San José. But a charitable association.—El Junta de
Caridad—thought well of having one, so that no
epidemic should suddenly strike people and find them
unprepared, or the poor be without a home and kind-
ly treatment when sickness deprived them of their
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bread. Hence arose the Hospital of San Juan de
Dios. The expense of its erection was defrayed from
a fund in the hands of the Junfa, and by a trifling
percentage on wills. The same means maintain it-
The incidental expenses are few. The Medical Super-
intendet, Dr. Joln Hogan, formerly of Philadelphia,
gives his valuable gervices gratuitously.

“HARPER'S NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE"
N° CXVIL
February 1860.

The prevailing theme of the day with the Stump
as well as the Pulpit—with the Editor as well as the
Orator—is the superior civilization of the Nineteenth
Century. Of this civilization, the United States, and
England especially, are congratulated, from morning
till night, on the fact of their being the highest expo-
nents, while the Spanish-American communties are
scornfully reproached, or contemptuosly condoled
with, for being the reverse.

Nor does the Spirit of the Age content itself with
this. Acting on the presumption, that every com-
munity or nation, failing to come up to the Anglo-
Saxon standard of political and social prefection, is
gone to perdition unless something vigorous for its
salvation is doue, the world, nowadays, occasionally
hears of cities being bombarded into commercial rela-
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tions, and people being robbed for the good of their
souls.

Were is less arrogant, the Spirit of the Age might
be all the better instructed. Better instructed, it
might be all the better behaved, Fully comprehend-
ing those Spanish-American communties, it might
become impressed with the fact, that there prevails in
them a civilization which, in domestic goodness, in
intelligence and graciousness, in religions sentiment,
sobriety and honest industry, will favorably compare
with that which in colder latitudes is so superatively
landed. More than this. Without admitting the
feasibility of there being various forms and phases of
civilization—each determined by the character of the
people who exhibit it, and of whose special interests,
genius and resources, it is the natural development—
She Spirit of the Age might be flattered in observing,
throughout those disparaged communitiss, not a few
of the customs, the mechanical appliances, the house-
hold comforts and political ideas, of which it claims
the cxclusive paternity. In Costa Rica for instance,
as Sefior Astaburuagua has written, agriculture has
commenced to take that aspect which the best rules
of science enable it to attain. The practical notions
of cultivation-—those prevailing among the Northern
nations of Lurope—are extending there with the
assistance of the best agricultural implements, while
those old practices, so detrimental to labor and the
saving of time, are fast disappearing.

In less important particulars, also, the Spirit
of the Age might be gratified in discovering, in the
little Republic I speak of, its fastes, ingenuity, and
judgment acknowledged. The lampposts of San José



o= A, =

have been imported from England. This has already
been stated- Germany, besides contributing to Costa-
Rica the engineering ahbility which has opened the
best of her roads, has suggested to an adventurous
Londoner the advantage of laving, close to the Ca-
pital, a lager-bier reservoir of exhaustless capacity.
The worms and caldrons of the National Distillery
were made in New York, and the President’s carriage,
if [ am not greatly mistaken, first tried its springs on
the pavement of Broadway. Nor is France less cons-
picuonsly represented in this informal exposition of
the artistic skill of the more highly civilized nations.
She has introduced her dainty boots there, her
smelling-bottles, gloves aud pastilles, her thin wines,
bombons and sun-shades. She has given soldiers and
uniforms to the Costa Rica army, and, to the traveling
public of the country, the pattern of a Diligence which
has been expensively copied.

VALLEY OF CARTAGO.

Reverentially vail your massive head, old Sam-
uel, for the valley of Rasselas, in this, the valley of
Cartago, in beauteousness and glory, has been surpas-
sed ! The Spaniards of the Conquest, as Peter Heylin
in his Mikrokosmos tells ns, called Nicaragua the
Paradise of Mohammed. This, indeed, might be
called the Arcadia of the Poets,

Immediately below us was a broad lagoon, the
waters of which in the recending sunshine seemed to
throb, and along the margin of which the white erane-
stately, composed, quick eyed, graceiul—stalked in
search of food. Beyond the lagoon lay the potreros
into which the valley is divided—oblong grazing-
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grounds of astonishing extent—all marked off with
fences of coral-bean and wild pine-apple: Beyond
the potreros were the low mountains of the dgua
Caliente, so called from the tepid spring, which, a mile
and a half from the city, bubbles up aud overflows
from a erevice of quartz and oxyhydrate of iron at
their foot. 'The water of this spring is bitter and as-
tringent.  Frequented by the distempered aristocracy of
the neighborhood, it is found specially efficacius in cases
of gout and vhewmatism. The mouutains of the Can-
dellaria overlook those of the Agua Caliente. Beyond
the Candellaria, the sapphire peaks of the great And-
ean chain itself, shadowy and indistingnishable almost,
fling off the intercepting clouds, and, without a speck
between them and the sun, assert their sovereignty.
No wonder that in such scenes as this—with
verdure so vivid and exuberant at their feet—with
sireams, so vitalizing and refreshing, breaking the
paths their swords laid open—with mountains, the
towering types of their ambition, multiplying them-
salves around them, beyond them, and above them,
still, as the adventurers ascended, lifting themselves
still higher, and, with the cry of &1 Dorado echoing
from every cave and crag, beckoning them sunward
into regions yet more remote—uno wonder that in
such scenes as this the Crusaders of Castile, the Praeto-
rians of Cortéz and Cordova, should have forgotten
the grape-laden valleys of the Guadelete, the sea-
washed ramparts and tower-protected mansions of old
Cadiz, the rich arabesqued homesteads, the fields triek-
ling with honey and webbed with silk, the saffron-
sprinkled Sierras, the ripe Moorish beauties, the
luxurious love-making and romancing of Andalusia,
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the pictorial pride of Spain. Even now—even still—
spots of earth iike this seduce men from their ancest-
ral homes, from kiusfolk fthey love and laws with
which they spontancously concur, and with their
loveliness, their fruitfulness, their serenity and grand-
eur, reconcile them to the sacrifice they have made,
and the isolation which their foreign tongue and
modes of thought for years condemn them.

As for the city of Cartago—the city itself—it
is a dismal wreck. The streets are broadar than
those of San José, but they are lonelier, drowsier,
colder. Scarcely a soul is seen in them any hour of
the day. Now and then one meots an Egyptiau
figure lithely balancing a plenteus tingja on a dauntless
head—gliding noiselessly along—but that, for hours
perhaps, is the auly living object which relieves the
sepulchral vacuity of the place. IHurled about in
every direction, monstrous houlders and musses o)
lavastone, monuments of the terrible eruptions of the
voleano that overlooks it, heighten the forlorn aspeet
it presents. Upward of three hundred yeas old, it
has seen betler days. 1t was the Royal Capital under
the Spanish Crown, and Thomas Gage—a Great
Briton who, visited Central America in 1636, and
who, in the quaint book he published of his travels,
deseribes lims‘If as the first Protestant who ever
penetrated these parts—mentions that it had in his
time many opulent citizens who traded directly with
the Peninsula The recollection of what it was in
those days renders it hanghty and sullen. Cartago
is, in trath, u stupid aristocrat, out nt the elbows and
gone to the dogs. IHow the aristoerat lives, it is
difficnlt to say. Beans and bananas abound in the
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vicinity, however, and broken down Swells—Bean
Brummell for instance—have been known to indulge
in the pleasures of imagination and memory, and lux-
uriate on a erust in a garret, without a copper to
sport with or a shred to their backs.

But the saddest places have their kindling or
their soothing memories—thaeir epic glories—or those
treasured legendes, which,as the lingering rays of some
expiring lamp, relieve from utter darkness the vestiges
of a vanquished power. Cartago in her solitude and
indigence is thus adorned, She has the loftier trad-
itions which inflate with pride even an impoverished
people. She has those gentler ones, which, flowing
from a purer source, keep alive a generous faith, and
in their lowliness direct the hearts of the poor to
God. Of the latter.

Thae Lecesp or Qur LAvy oF THE ANGELS.

is the one most dear to the people of Cartago. In a
paper handed me by the venerable Anselmo Lorenté,
the Bishop of San José, the story is thus told:

“In the years of Our Lord, 1643, in a forest
close by the ancient city of Cartago, there lived a
simple woman, who, once going out to gather fire-
wood, found an Image of a Lady on a stone in the
neighborhood of het hur, The image was of stone.
This she carried to her hut, and, having placed it in
an arch, returned to the forest. A second time she
found an Image of a Lady on the stone, in the forest,
in the neighborhood of her hut. Supposing there
were two of them, she carried this Image, also, to the
arch in which hos and deposited the first. The good
soul was astonished to find the first was gone. But
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when, for the third time, she approached the stone,
and, a third time found an Image of a Lady, precisely
similar to the two she found before, and, having re-
turned to her hut and found neither of those she had
placed there in the arch, and the day being far
spent, slie became alarmed. Running to the Curate,
Don Alonzo de Castro y Sandoval, she told him what
had happened. This devout priest locked up the
Image in a closet—the one that was found the third
time—with the view, no doubt, of examining it dis-
passionately. But the Image instantly disappeared,
and, a fourth time, was found on the sfone, in the
forest, in the neighborhood of the poor woman’s hut.
Conducted thence in solemn procession to the Paroc-
hial Church, it was deposited within the Sanctuary.

“The following day, the Associate Curate,
having gone to visit it, found the Tabernacle vacant
in which it had heen placed. Searching once more
for it, they found it, a fifth time, on the stone, in the
neighborhood of the poor woman’s hut, in the forest
close by the city. Finaly, a Charch was specially
built for it, and there it has ever since remained. In
1782, the Ilustrious, Esteban Lorenzo de Tristan,
Bishop of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, solemnly dec-
lared it the Special Patron of Cartugo. The Illustrious,
Don Agustin de Santa Craz presented the pectoral of
rich emeralds which adorns the golden tunic of the
Image. Another Bishop consecrated it with Holy Oil,
and ordered that it should be touched by none but
anointed hands. Last of all, the Church, in which it
reposes, was consecrated by the Illustrious, Don
Anselmo Lorente, the actual Bishop of the Diocese,
and was raised by him to the rank of a Basilica.
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“ These lionors have been rendered the Image of
Our Lady of the Angels—for so this wonderful Image
has been called from time immemorial—in acknowled-
gment of the reapeated miracles it has wrought.”

Of those miracles, one of the most memorable was
the sudden flight of eight hundred Inglish Buecan-
neers, under the command of Captain Mansfeldt, or
Mansfield, a devoted fellow-plunderer of Morgan, the
Incendiary of the Isthmus and the Pirate of Panama,
as the popular novelist would style him. These en-
terprising gentlemen, having landed on the Atlantic
coast at Matina, had penetrated as far as Turrialba,
when the Sergeant-Major, Don Aiouzo de Bonilla,
with a picguet and the Image of Our Lady of the
Angels, marched out from Cartago to meet them.
Descending into the valley at the foot of the volecano
of the White Tower, they so terrified the Bucanneers,
who were encamped there, that the latter at once
took to their heels and ships. The rout was aseribed,
to the presence of the Tmage in the field, and the
anniversary of the day on which in oceurred has heen
ever since observed as a Votive Feast in the ancient
city of Cartago.

The Church of Our Lady of the Angels is, far
away, the prettiest and stanchest structure in the city.
The huge boulders which encompass if, the vermili-
oned tiles and clusterings of vich foliage out of which
it modestly emerges, heighten the affect of the Dorie
Jucade, the massive square tower with its tiara of
gleaming bronze, the green zine roof, the row of alab-
aster-hued pilasters which flank the great door-way,
and the niches, to the right and left of this, which in-
close in iron net-work a cohort of winged, frocked,
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and buskined Angels of boyish stature.

The High Altar of this Chureh is supremely
grand. A lofty Tabernacle of cedar, lavishly gilt,
rises over it to the height of thirty feet. Divided into
two chambers, the lower one contains the Blessed
Sacrament, the upper one the Image of Our Lady of
the Angels. The architraves, projecting from the
chambers, are supported by golden Cherubin. These
figures are three feet high. From the dome, a golden
image of the Angel Gabriel ascends,bearing in the left
hand a pair of golden scales, and in the right a silver
sword. The pillars and eross-beams of the Sanctuary,
ia the centre of which this superb altar stands, are
painted in arabesque, and during the month of May,
the month we visited it, they are hung with blue and
white lace and network. The Church is exquisitely
clean, and ever fragrant with frankincense and flowers,
Sefior M. Duran, an eloquent and studions lawyer, a
native of New Granada, mentions in an interesting
description he has published of Costa Rica, that there
isan enormous box in this Chureh, in which the peo-
ple deposit their offerings to the Image. At the end
of every six months the box is opened, and the tribute
it aceumulates during this period, never f{alls shoit of
% 800. The mouey, thus collected, is devoted exclu-
sively to the repairs and decorations of the Church.

Dull and desolate as it habitualy is, there are two
days, out of the seven, when Cartago wakes up. The-
re is Sunday, when the Church-bells prove to distrac-
tion the metal they're made of, and the Seiioras and
Serioritas, with their graceful draperies of black and
colored shawls, ¢lide to and from the churehes, and
the militia of the District parade and drill all the fove-
noon in the Plaza.
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But the Thursdays arve livelier, though, in the
absence of the Band and the Bells, a native might say
they were somewhat less musieal. Thursdays are
market-days in Cartago.

The Plaza—the massive white towers of the Pa-
rochial Church on one side—substantial onestoricd
houses, with projecting roofs and bowed windows, on
the other—the Cuartel and Governor's Audience-Hall
in front, all glistening with whitewash, and close be-
hind them, the volcano of Irazu, the sun flashing from
its cloven forchead, and the snowy clouds gathering
round it, as the Sicilian flocks crowded to the Cy-
clops—these are the outlines of the picture. It isa
vivid blending of most of the contrasts of Tropical life
with the majesty of nature.

The streets leading into the Plaza are thronged
—thronged with carts and oxen, with mules and
muleteers, with scldiers and wandering minstrels—
thronged with booths and beggars, and with cripples
who imploringly work out a fortune with their distor-
ted bones. 1In the Plaza we have innumerable arti-
cles for sale, and pictorialiy viewed, the gayest of
groups.  We have rainbow colored silk-woven shawls
from Giuatemala, hlankets, and brigand-like jackets
with superfluous bright buttons and fringes. We
have the cacao-nut in ox-hide bags, which barelegged
sinewy fellows have carried up all the way from Ma-
tina, and drinking-cups, carved out of the Calabash-
fruit with an exquisite nicety of touch and an elabor-
ate richmess of design. At other stalls we have
English printed-calicoes, baréges, pen-knives, crockery-
ware, scissors smoothing irons, scythes and razors,
From the United States, I'm sorry to say, we have
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little or nothing. There are, to be sure, some Ameri-
can drillings. But that, for the present, with a few
coils or sticks of Virginia tobaco, is all we have in the
market. Cartago herself contributes hats—solt hats
made of the fibre of the Century-plant—and gold.-wor k,
such as chains and armlets, Love-knots and votive
baskets, the latter with the most tempting delicacy
constructed and redundant with pearls—roseate,
plump, lustrous pearls—from the Gulf of Nicoya.
Then, of course, we have oranges, cocoa-nuts, sweet
corn, bananas, zapoles, sweet lemons and granadillas,
the most liquid and refreshing of fruits, edible palm-
tops, which muke the most piguant and delicious of
salads, blackberries, the blackest and juiciest (hat
ever purpled one's lips, and potatoes as mealy and
tuothsome as any Irish mouth could desire.

As for the groups and detached figures—6lling
up, though dispersed, through the picture—there ave
Seiloras richly dressed, cooling their bare and glossy
heads with the airiest sun-shades, accompanied by
their ¢riadas, who carry on their plump shining arms
baskets for the purchases their mistresses make. = At
times you come across a German housewife, with leg-
of mutton sleeves and Leghorn bonnet. The mestizas
—the women of the country—in very loose low-necked
dresses of white or colored calico, with bare arms and
feet, sit behind their serones of fruit and vegetables,
hehind their blocks of cheese and chancaca, the coarse
brown sugar of the country, or behind a double row
of hottles choked with guarapo, the fermented juice of
the sugar-cane, and with accents as liquid and refres-
hing as the guarapo, and with a shy gracefulness if
the passer-by happens to be a stranger, expatiate
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upon the merits of their merchandise, and press their
varied commodities for sale.

Besides their very loose and low-uecked dresses
of white or colored  calico, these winsome merchants
sport the prettiest pert little hats, some made of straw,
others of black, brown, or slate-colored felt. Most of
them mount cockades of blue or red silk, and all of
them fly, as though they were Recruiting-Sergeants,
the most bewitching bright ribbous. They are per-
foct heartbreakers—those pert little hats—and, to
settle the business, the young women of Costa Rica
are decidedly handsome. Their figures are full and
round, their features regularly cut, their eyebrows
richly penciled. and the well-developed head is set
upon a neck which displays to the best advantage the
pretty string of beads which few of them dispense
with, Their_complexion, generally speaking, suggests
a conservs of cream and roses. The pure exhilarating
air of the mountains, in the valleys and up the slopes of
which two-thirds of the Costa Rican people have their
homes, tones down the carnation richness of the
Spanish blood, chastens, and with a pearly hue suffuses
it. There are, to be sure, some brown, and yellowish,
and bronzed, aud mottled faces to be met with, and
some cases of goilre, but not enough to contradict
what I've said, and make it the exception instead of
the rule. The old women, however, even those
approximating the climax of forty—an age, which, in
these more temperate regions of ours, serves only to
mature the coloring and give dignity to the stature of
womanhood—are the reverse of what they were in
their youth.—They are octogenarians at forty.

To what this premature overcasting of so much
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beanteousness and light may be owing, 1 leave the
professors of ethnology, as well as the professors of
pathology and the chemistry of common life, to de-
termine. For my part, Lown up to a vulgar impres-
sion, that if there were considerably less vegetables
and esculent roots eaten, and considerably more of the

poultry, the mutton and good beef of country consu-
med, the case would be different,
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Below us were the dismantled white towers and
emerald valley of Cartago—below us were the seven
hills and gardens of Paraiso—below us were the three
rivers, the ancient Indian village, and the sloping fo-
vests of Orosi—below us were the mountains of the
Agua Caliente and the noble Candellaria—beyond us,
and above, was the supreme Andean Chain itself. But
neither dismantled white tower, nor emerald valley,
nor river, nor forest, nor ancient Indian village, nor
mountain, nor Andean Chain itself was visible.. From
the silent, cold, desolate height on which we stood, no-
thing was to be seen hut a wilderness of the whitest
clonds—nothing was to he seen but an illimitable fro-
zen sea, through which, as the sun ascended, the iso-
lated peaks, and then the surging ridges of the loftier
mountains, one by one, as though they were newly-
discovered eliffs and islands, rose up and glittered.
And then—as we breathlessly gazed upon it, and our
eyes filled up with dazzling tears, and we sank upon
the ashes subdued by fatigne, and from sharp cold and
averstraining were ineapable of speech, and well-nigh
were deprived of vision—over this frozen sea there
floated an enormous purple cloud streaked with erim-
son. A dismasted war ship, it seemed to us, drifting
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through fields of ice and icebergs into the Antarctic
solitudes. After all our climbing—after all our yro-
ping in the dark—after all our stumblmg over stones
and roots—after all our scrambling through thick-set
oaks, fern, dwarf-laurel and arbutus-briers—after all
our ups and downs, fears and superstitions, pervading
shadows an sudden lights, swimming eyes and reeling
brains—behold our gosl and recompense in the erater.
of Irazu! ,

Exhausted with its convulsions, it yawns there
calmly, though coldly and dismally, in the pure sweet
light of the moming, the Gladiator in Repose!

Standing with felded arms on the brink of that
abyss, what is the thought that overwhelms and subju-
gates the mind? It is that of terrific strength entran-
ced in solitude. Standing there, you feel as though
you had been spivited from the living world; and were
iu the presence of & ereation, which, thousands of years
ago, had been lost, and which it had been reserved for
you to find, or which, glowing for the first time with
the breath of the Creator, was not yet perfect, and had
still to be divulged.

It grows brighter and warmer, however, and  the
sensations and fancies the vision first excited, having
like & wild throbbing sea gone down, you become re-
conciled to and familiar with the place—at home, in
fact, though frightfully out of the way.

Exquisitely green and glorius as the valley of
Cartago is, the valley of Orosi infinitely surpasses it.
Gazing at it from the full bold brow of the smrito of
Paraiso—looking away down to the white ruins of
Ujarras, the oldest footprints of the Spaniard in these
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solicitudes—following, far below, the hurrying waters
that pervade the scene with light and music—looking
above to the mouitaing, until the eye ached with their
immensity—gazing intently at it all, unconsciously,
as though we were in a dream and spell-bound, we
descended. Down the steep and winding road, the
gentle horses picked their sl.ef)a with care, as though
they knew there were star-gazers and wonder-seekers
on their backs, Down they paced it, until we woke
up and found the commingled waters of three rivers—
the Navaro, the Agua Caliente, the Naranjo, or the
River of Oranges—rushing at our feet—rushing to
the Rio Grande, a broad, swift, lustrous, sea-green
stream, flecked with foam, which divides the valley.
Escaping from the valley, the Rio Grande loses itself
in the Reventazon, one of the wildest and fiercest
torrents to which the voleanic heights of this loneso-
me, glorious region give birth. 1t is stocked with a
delicious fish—the whitest and creamiest fish concei.
vable. In contradictory recognition of its shrewd
sprightliness—for it is to be caught neither by hook
nor by crook, neither with fly nor worm—the Indians
call it the Jobo, which means the stupid fish. They
shoot it with the arrow, as it comes to feed on the
tender sweet moss which grows along the water-line
of the rocks in the river.

Looking up and out from the trees, covered with
gorgeous parasites and festooned with trailing vines,
which luxuriantly cooled and perfumed the last few
perches of our road to the rivers, we found ourselves
in front of a Suspension Bridge which none can cross
on horseback. This Suspension Bridge is the work of
the Indians of Orosi. 1t is called the Hammock Brid-



T ¢, -

ge. There are four upright posts of the hardest tim-
ber—two on each bank of the river, four feet apart—
and these rude piers are connected by ropes or chains
of iron-wire, Tough and durable as the latter are, the
Indians carefully renew them every three years, for it
18 across this bridge alone they can make their way,
to and from the valley, when the river is wild and
swollen.  Behold here the primitive idea which
Science, backed by Capital, has with such splendor
elaborated at the Menai Straits, at Fribourg, Niagara
and the Falls of Montmorency!

The Talamancas inhabit the Atlantic slopes and
lowlands lying between the River Estrella, tlowing
into the Boca del Toro, and the River Matina.

They are represented with a mild disposition,
however, and nowise offensive or unfriendly to any
strangers who may chance to enter their territory.

The region they inhabit is one of high historical
interest. It comprehends the lands granted by the
Crown of Spain to the immediate descendants of
Cristopher Columbus, the Discoverer of the New
World having entered the Boea del Toro in 1502,
from which cireumstance one of the many beautiful
bays, included in this unrivaled harbor, has ever since
been known as the Bahia del Almirante. The terri-
torial grant was accompanied by a title of nobility.
It was the Dukedom of Veragua. In the assignment
of jurisdiction made to Diego de Gutierrez, the first
Governor of Costa Rica, the Dukedom was expressly
excepted. But a few years after, the Dueal cstate,
owing to an agreement with Don Luis Colon, the
eldest son of the Discoverer, having been incorpora-
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ted with the Royal estate, the Governors of Costa
Rica were authorized to occupy and administer the
lands afoyesaid.

It is in this region, also, that the famous gold
and silver mines—laden with the dust and ore of
which three centuries ago, two galleons sailed every
year to Cadiz from the mouth of the Estrella, and the
wealth of which acquired for the coast, and eventually
for the entire country, the name of Costa Rica—are
said to have been situated. After the massacre of
1707, all traces of them were lost however, The im-
penetrable forest blotted out the footprints of the
Spaniards—utterly, and it may be forever, effaced
them—and all they know in Costa Rica, and elsewhe-
re, of the wondrous mines of Estrella and Tisingal, is
what the popular traditions and the fancies of the
Indians furnish.

““The -region is barren,” writes a Missionary
Priest, in 1636, to the College of the Propaganda,
“hut it can not he doubted that many rich mines
exist in it—in patticular, we have accounts of a rich
silver mine existing in a hill called San Mateo, from
which large quantities of ore were taken in the last
century—and [ have myself been told, by a conver-
ted Indian, that the Cabecaras of the present day
relate, that, after the massacre of the Spaniards, in
1610, vast quantities of gold were thrown into a lake
where they still remain. ”

A permanent barrier to the encroachments of
the two great seas, and gradually rising from their
level in a series of amplo terraces, each exhibiting its
peculiar forms of animal and vegetable life, each its
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peculiar soil and climate, each its adaptability for
some special physical condition, thus, step by step,
developing the whole phenomena of creation, until, as
in Costa Rica, at a height varying from three to four
and six thousand feet, it rolls off into extensive plafeaus
or table-lands, divided by parallel and intersecting
chains of mountains, crowned with fortresses like
that of Turrialba, and pouring down, on their errands
of health and fruitfulness, waters that never fail,
Central America presents, in the language of Sefior
Astaburuaga, to the lover of nature, to the man of
science, to the agriculturist, to those who prefer the
pastoral cares,to those who eoveted the precions metals,
to the merchant, the most ambitious and insatiable, as,
indeed, to the industrious and adventurous of every
denomination, a field of incomparable novelty and ex-
hautless wealth, In a word, the forests, the rivers,
the mines, the valleys with which it abounds—all
teeming and overflowing with the treasures of nature
—constitute it in itself & New World, which, in the
partial obscurity that encompasses it, seems to have
been reserved, by a Providence of infinite views, for
future generations, and for an exhibition of happiness
and glory which shall transcend the fortunes and
achievements of this day, justly prized and applauded
as they are,

Tuomas F'rancis MEAGHER.
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Zwerrer Baxp, zwonrres Kariter.

SE A A a e SRS AT AR ST R A R AR A

Ich habe die Contruste in meinem bisherigen
Abenteurerleben in den Situationen gefunden, Jetat,
wo der Strom meiner Erlebnisse ruhiger fliessen zu
wollen schien, traten sie mir in der Natur entgegen.
War dieser frische Luftzug, der mir die glihenden
Wangen kithlte, unter dem zehnten Breitengrade
geboren, oder hatte sich der Rigi der Schweiz mit
allem Balsam eines Sommerabends hierher gefliichtet !
Es war mir, als hauchte der ewige Frihling mich an,
Da lag sie, lang ausgestreckt, vor mir,

DIE BLUHENDE, LACHENDE, HounrpeNE voN CosTARICA,
EIN GarTEN DES EpENS.
Es zitterte ein tiefblauer Himmel dariiber. Lei-

chte Rauchwolken, die im Thale aus dem Griin der
Mais und Pisangpflanzungen, welche die Haiiser nur
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spiirlich hervortreten liessen, aufstiegen, deuteten die
Lage des Dorfes Afenas (Athen) an.

Daritber hinweg, durch die Schlucht des Rio
Grande aber, sah man in die erweiterte IEbene von
San José, und das scharfe Auge unterschied einzelne
blendend weise Flecken im Griin, Kirchen ader
Hacienden. Ein Wink mit einem Zauberstabe, daiichte
mir, habe die ganze Vegetation veriindert. Die
gigantischen Baumstimme, die kolossalen Schling-
gewiichse, die eine minute riickwiirts noch Berg und
Thal bedeckten, waren verschwunden. Weicher und
lieblicher und zarter waren die Kinder der Flora,
iiber welche der Nordwind von der Vuleanreise der
Votos her hinstricl..

Nach Nordost begrenzten die Ebene die Feuer-
berge Poas, Barba und wie sie heissen mogen, lings
deren sich eine Art von scharf abfallendem Pla-
teau wie eine Schanze hinzog, die erst durch einen
Finsgchnit in das Gebirge am Desengaio (den Anfang
des verrufenes Sarapiqufweges) endete. Zur Rechten
hatten wir die Bergkuppen des Orosi, die bizarren
Gebirgsconturen  der Berge, unweit welcher die
Hauptstadt San José liegt. Den Hintengrund endlich
bildeten die Vulcane Irazii und der Zurrialba, Ueber
dem Gipfel diescs letzteren schwebte in Form eines
ausgespaunten Regenschirms die Rauchwolke, welche
unaufhirlich den vier Kratern dieses thitigen Vul-
cans entsteigt.

Wird man es glauben, nach dem Aufenthalt in
Nicaragua, nach dem plotzlichen Uebergang in diese
gemissigte Region, fror mich, trotzdem das Thermo-
meter noch immer < e K. zeigte? Alleslachte
uns in dieser Natur entgegen. Die Reiter und
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Fuhrlente, denen wir begegneten, waren heiter und
hiflich. Kein Mensch reiste mit Waffen. Kein
scheuer, tiickischer Blick fiel auf uns, keine Vorsichts-
massregeln  beim  Ausbiegen oder Voriiberreiten.
Nichts, was dem so nahen Nicaragua iihnelte. Das
war der erste Eindruck.

Die Menge allerliebster, reizender, niedlichschlan-
ker und zart-iippiger Landmidchengestalten, rechts
und links meinen freundlichen Gruss noch freundlicher
erwiderten. Diese kokett ausgesetzten Miinnerstroh-
hiite, die blendend weisse Camisa bei den dunkel-
blanen Kattun-ricken, unter welchen blosse Fiisschen
hervorspielten, aber so zart, so klein, so andalusisch
geformt, um die erste pariser Modedame vor Neid
berster zu lassen. Der erste Eindruck digser Land-
miidchen in Costarica ist ein verfiihrerischer, Der
Teint, leich Lriinett, dass man auf 25 Schritt Entfoer-
nung noch geneigt ist, der Sonne die Schuld der
Farbe in die Schulie zu sehieben, lockt an.  Die Lip-
pen sind nicht negerbleich, noch indianergrau, sie sind
rothlich; die Ziilme blendend weiss, und jede Bewe-

gung athmel eine natiirliche Grazie stat den iffischen
Grandezza der Nicaraguenserinnen.

%0 % B EE S s S E B RS s se ey sEre e s BEEY A

DREIZEHNTES KAPITEL,
SAN Josk

San José ist eine Stadt von ca. 20,000 Einwoh-
nern, besitzt eine einfache, stilloss gebaute Kathedra-
lo, zwei andere Kirchen, Carmen und Mercedes, eine
Universitiit, einen Nationalpalast, ein Cuartel oder
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Kaserne, ein Theater, worin gliicklicherweise selten
Comodie gespielt wird, und einen Himmel, der einem
finf Monate im Jahr fortwihrend, und die iibrigen
sieben Monate fast immer, mit Ausnahme weniger
Regenstunden, ein sonuiges, heiteres (Gesicht zeigt,
Wie in allen centroamerikanischen Stiidten, ist auch
hier die rechtwinklige Bauart der Strassen beliebt
worden, und es gibt keinen Fleck in der ganzen
Stadt, von wo aus man nicht in die freie Natur hinaus-
blicken kann. Acht Strassen laufen von der Plaza
Mayor aus, je zwei nach jeder Himmelsgegend hin,
und sind in ihrem Verlauf wieder von gradlinigen
Nebenstrassen durchschnitten. Je nither der Plaza,
desto besser sind auch hier in der Regel die Wohnun-
gen.  Man sieht Glassfenster, Zimmer mit gedielten
Fussboden und Winde mit bunten Tapeten beklebt.
Oline einen Comfort in unserm Sinne aufzuweizsen,
macht die Sucht europiischer Nachahmung sich doch
immer mehr geltend. Bald ists ein prachtvolles Piano,
welches seltsam gegen die zwei Dufzend einfacher
Rohrstiihle absticht, welche in einer langen Reilie an
der Wand aufgestellt sind, withrend alles iibrige Mo-
biliir fehlt; bald sind es zwei elegunte Sofus, dicht
ueben einander gestellt, welche das Fehlende hemer-
kbar machen.

Die Strassen der Stadt sind gepflastert—wollte
Gott, sie wiiren es nicht !

Dus Klima ist herrlich. Der cwige Fruhkling ist
hier eine Thatsacke geworden. Nie habe ich den Ther-
mometer unter «f» 60 F., nie iiber <} 80 I¥, gefunden.
In Cartago ist es noch kiihler. Man hat nie, oder fast
nie, zu fiirchten, den Morgen zu sehen, ohne die Sonne
begrissen zu kénnen. Die trockene Jahres-zeit heginnt
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in der Hochebene Costarica’s um die Mitte Decembers
und dauert bis Mitte Mai. Aber auchin der Regen-
zeit ist der Himmel jeden Tag Dbis Mittag wolkenlos
und rein, vom tiefsten Blau, die Gebirge scheinen
einen nahe geriickt, die Flur prangt im herrlichsten
Griin. Ferner Donner kiindigt um Mittng den Re-
gen an.

Alles eilt nach Hause und gegen 1 Uhr brechen
fast tdglich jene grossartigen majestiitischen Gewitter
aus, von denen wir in unserm Norden uns auch nicht
die leiseste Vorstellung machen kinnen. IEs ist ein
Knallen und Krachen wie in einer Schlacht. Die
eisernen Gritter an den Fenstern klirren und drihnen
unaufhorlich, der Regen stiirzt wie ein Wolkenbruch
vom Himmel und flutet durch die Strassen. Nach
zwel Stunden ist alles voriiber. Die Elektricitit hat
sich entladen, die Wolken sind erschiipft, der Himmel
nimmt nach und nach wieder das reinste Blau an,
und die diamantene Nacht des Firmaments scheint in
ihrem hehren Frieden den vorhergegangenen Aufruhr
der Natur Liigen strafen zu wollen. Das dauertin
dieser Weise bis Johanuis. Alsdann tritt ein veranillo
(kleiner Sommer) de San Jwan ein, welcher circa
8 Tage anhiilt, wo es nicht regnet. Nach Ablauf dieser
Zeit setzt der Winter wieder ein. Der Regen wird
hiiufiger und anhaltender, die Gewitter wiederholen
sich oft in der Nacht, und die Regenzeit steigert sich
in ihrer Stiirke bis Mitte November. Aber dic Mor-
gen bleiben ewig rein und schiin, die Sonuc bleibt
uns treu, und der Niederschlag stets sein donnerndes
avis an promeneur angibt,

Wiihrend im Sommer die Vegetation scheinbar
stockt, schiesst und bricht im Winter alles miichtig
hervor.
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ZLiine Stunde nach dem Regen ist alles trocken.

Die Temperatur ist der Art, dass man das ganze
Jahr gerade wie bei uns sm Friljahr gelleidet geht, und
wollenen Stoffen stets den Vormg gibt. Die Costa-
ricaner Dons tragen mit Vorliebe pariser Seidenhiite,
oder breitriindige Filzhiite, wiihrend die Fremden die
leichten Guayaquil-hiite (sogenannte Panama-hiite)
vorziehen. Der Don hiillt sich ausserdem, namentlich
morgens und abends, gern in einen grossen Carbona-
romantel und klagt hiinfig iiber Kiilte,

Der ganze Ort ist lebending, denn die ganze Hoch-
ebene gibt sich an diesem Tage Rendezvous auf der
Plaza. Der Sonnabeud ist der Markitag, an dem
sich die Hausfrauen fiir die ganze Woche mit Gemiise
verproviantiren. Die grosse Plaza ist bedeckt mit
Buden von Leinwand, in welchen der Kleinhandel
ausserdemalle Frzeugnizse fremder Industrie feilbietet,
Landmiidclien in ihren malerischen Trachten sitzen
am Boden gekauert und bieten Eier, Friichte, Butter,
ete. aus, Indianer kommen mit Mais und Kakao zu
Markt.

Zu Pferde und zn Fuss wird geschachert. Die
weiche indolente Bevilkerung ist wie umgewandelt;
denn der Schachergeist ist das Lebensprinzip derselbea.
Offiziere, Hauptleute und Majore, stehen hier hinter
dem improvisirten Ladentisch und verkanfen Niigel
Federmesser, Scheren; Richter des obersten Geerichts-
hofes detailliren baumwollene Striimpfe; Advokaten
bringen Pferdedecken an den Mann, Aerate verschiin-
ken Sodawasser und Magenhittern in ihiren Apothe-
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ken, ja, Geistliche versehen interimistisch den Dienst
des Ellenreiters wiihrend der eigentliche Verkiiufer
frithstiickt. Die Stufen, welche zur Kathedrale fiih-
ren, sind bedeckt mit Strohhiiten, Sattelzeugy des Lan-
des, Raketen, Steinzeug, ete. Und wihrend drinnen
Messe gelesen wird, treiben die Kriimer am Fingange
ilir Gewerbe. .

Iis ist eine traurige Erscheinung, dieser Scha-
chergeist bei einer von Natur ackerbautreibender Be-
vilkerung. Die ganze Erziehung des Menschen liuft
hier darauf hinaus, ilm dem wahren Lebensborul zu ent-
fremden, und so redlich und treuherzig der iiltere Theil
der Bevilkerung von (Costariea ist, so confus fangen
die Begriffe von meinund dein bei der Jugend bereits
an zu werden, und Eltern leisten systematisch der
Neigung Vorschub, statt einer geregelten Beschiifti-
gung sich dem Schacher zu ergebep. Kriiftige junge
Leute zichen es vor, statt das Land zu bebauen, zu
handeln. Credit ist bald gefunden; die Waaren wer-
den verkauft und mit dem Erlos wird Hazard ge-
spielt.

Auf jedem Markte pflegen mehr Kiiufer als Ver-
kiinfer zu sein. Hier ist es nmgekehrt. Hier kauft
und verkauft Alles. Ja man kauft um kaufen zu kon-
nen. Ich glaube nielht zu irven, wenn ich behaupte,
am Sonnabend leben in ganz San José nicht zehn
LEingeborvene, welche eine Ausnahme von der allge-
meinen Regel machen, abgerechnet hischstens die Kin-
der. TFiir den Touristen ist das bunte Bild solcher
Markttage hiichst intecessant, Er glaubt sich in eine
andere Welt versetzt. Das Schreien und Liirmen, die
bunten Gruppen, wiirden den Geunremalern, die bei
uns so dirftig auf ihre magern Siijets Jagd machen,
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fiirs ganze Leben Stoff bieten. Das neue phantasti-
sche Schauspiel, die tollsten Abwechslungen und vor
allem diese Verschiedenheiten der einzelnen Physio-
gnomien, von steifem Don bis zum stupiden Indianer
herab, der tiefilugig und straffhaarig ins Blaue stiert,—
das alles regt gewaltig an und erheitert—den From-
den, der den tiefen moralischen Krebsschaden der
Bevilkerung nicht eher gewahr wird, als bis man
ihm sagt: so und so viel Kaffe muss an den Biumen
verfaulen wegen Mangel an Arbeitskriiften.—Und
sollie man es glauben, ohgleich tausend Stufen hiher
in der Cultur als Nicaragua, ist auch in diesem reizen-
den Lande oft Mangel. Briichte man 2z B, Butter
centnerweise zu Markt, sie wiirde verkauft werden,
und doch ist hei den herrlichsten Wiesen, bei dem
schonsten Vieh der fiihlbarste Mangel an Butter und
Milch, indem dia-«angeborene Indolenz den Produ-
centen nur so viel arbeiten list, als er nothdirftig
braucht; und nur in dem Universalschacher muss die
Uhrsache der diirftigen Productionsfithigkeit gesucht
werden.

Die Savana oder die mafa redonda ist eine griine
Fliiche, etwa % Stunde lang und eben so breit, welche
die Stadt nach Westen zu begrenzt. Sie wird durch-
schnitten  von zahlreichen kiinstlichen Beriese-
lungs-Biichen, welche noch aus den Zeiten der spani-
schen Flerrschalt her datiren. Rings um die Ebene
liegen die reichsten Kaffeplantagen. Man geniesst
von hier aus einen entziickenden Rundblick auf die
Gebirgsziige der Anden, welche die Hochebene von
Costarica umgeben, und athmet begierig die fitherreine
Lujt ein, welche nicht den geringsten Vorzug dieses Lan-
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des des ewigen. Frullings bildet. Am Ustlichen Ende
der Savana liegt der Kirchhof, ¢l campo santo, mit
einem mauerartigen Anbau, el panieon.

Die Todten diirfen hier nicht linger als 24 Stun-
den iibher der Erde stehen, Dann werden sie gewohn-
lich zur Kirche getragen, wo der Padre mit Weih-
wasser den Teufel, der immer noch chambre garnie in
dem Todten genommen haben kénnte, zum Teufel
treibt.

Das Volk von Costarica ist das toleranteste in
religioser Beziehung, welches ich kennen gelernt habe,
Die Geistlichkeit ist zu unwissend, um irgend einen
andern Eintluss zu besitzen als gelegentlich die Frauen
um ein paar Realen zu brandschatzen, Von Fanatis-
mus keine Spur. Mercur und Jehovah sind zwei
Gottheiten, bei welchen die Waffen zum Vortheil des
ersteren zu ungleich sind, um der Tendenz-Frommig-
keit eine Herrschaft zu griinden.

Ehrengeistlichikeit, ihre krasse Ignoranz abge-
rechnet, sind im allgemeinen lustige, fidele Briider,
produciren Kaffe oder treiben ihre Ochsen zu Markt,
oder bauen Hiiuser und zeugen Kinder,—wie der Pa-
dre M...... , der von 24 lebendigen Werken der
Liebe 12 als legitim anerkannte und in seinem Testa-
ment bedacht hat,—oder endlich suchen die Wahrheit
im Weine. Dennoch triigt die Geistlichkeit hier ein
gewisses reinliches Gepriige, und ich glaube nicht, das
in Costarica der Arzt so hiufig zum Censor der be-
riihmten Verordnung Gregor's VII gemacht wird, wie
dies Dr. Behrendt in Nicaragua fast tiglich vorkam.

...............................................
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VIERZEHNTES KAPITEL.
DAS THAL VON CARTAGO.

L R O R R I R I I R S

Aun ¢inem reizenden Maimorgen, angelacht von
der herrlichsten Frihlingsnatur, for welche Costarica die
Sparbuchse Junseres Herrgotlts zu sein scheint, trabten
wir hinaus ins Freie. Rechts und links die schijnsten
Kaffe Hacienden, kletterten wir, Schluchten auf,
Schluchiten ab, die Strasse nach Cartago entlang,
welches ca. 4 Leguas von San José entfernt, bereits
am Ostlichen Abhange der Anden liegt.

Etwas iiber die Hiilfte dos Weges, bei einem
kleinen Dorfe, nach den drei Flisschen, welche es
umschliessen, Tres Rios genannt, ist die Wasserschei-
de, und die Gewiisser stromen wieder dem Atlanti-
schen Ocean zu. Die Temperatur der Luft dudert
sich hier aulfallend. Eine Gebirgs-Frische, welche an
die Zhockalpen der Schiweiz erinnert, stromt dem Reisen-
den entgegen, wenn er die Cuesta de hierro, erstiegen
hat und in das Thal von Cartago hinunterblickt.

Und weleh ein Thal! Streber hatte wohl Recht,
als er Cartago das Schmuchkdastchen von Costariea nann-
te. Bei tropischem Vegetations-Reichthum sieht man
hier Wieaen, deren saftige Tinten dem schinsten
Gritn des Nordens nicht nachstehen. Furmen mit
umziiamten Giirten und Pflanzungen liegen darin, wie
die Bauverhife des Canton Appenzel, und ohne den
alten Fenerberg frazi, an dessen Fuss sich die Stadt
lelint, michte man darauf schwiven, in das leblichste
alley Schiweizey-Thiiler zn sehen. So zieht zich die griine
Thalebene hart von Bergen begrenzt in Hufeisenform
um den Ort herum und erreicht den Gipfelpunkt
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ihrer Schinheit bei dem Halbindianer-Ort Paiaiso (Pa-
radies.) Hier scheint die Nutur bei der Kunst in die
Schule gegangen zu sein, denn diesen gritnen Thal-
streifen hat sie wie ¢in buntgesticktes Band zwischen
dic Hohen gedriingt, auf welelies die schinsten Perlen
und Diamanten geniiht zu sein scheinen. Aueh fiir
den Contrast ist gesorgt. Nach dem Vulean zu,
erhebt sich ein Labyrinth jener colosalen schwarz—
grauen steinernen Zeugen fritherer Eruptionen des
Bodens, als hiitte sie die Faust eines ziirnenden
Titanen mitten in die Idylle hineingeschlendert, Die
Sonne lacht dariiber am treublanen Himmel, die Vi-
gel singen und zwitschern um die Wette, und das
ewige Ghrin der Iloffnung ist der Teppich, der sich uber
di= ganze Natur gelagert hat, die ihren Frieden—auf
einen Vulcan feiart,

Der Fleck: Erde ist wie geschaffen dazu, dem (e-
riusch der Welt 2w eniflichen.  Ein krankes Herz kann
hier in schinster Selbstvergessenheit brechen, die Misan-
tropie sich zw Tode langweilen, olne den Ennui zw fihlon.
Das Gemuth wird cingelwllt in einen IHalbschlaf, und
wenn eine anstindige Gehirnerweichung hinzutritt, kann
man  sich kawm ewen comfortablern  Ort denken als
Cartago.

Teh wiirde Cartago verleumden, wollte ich be-
haupten, der Ort an sich wiire nicht zum Sterben
langweilig.  Gradlinige lange Strassen mit Grass
bewachsen, menschen-leer und Gde, ausser an den
Markttagen, olme irgend ein einziges bemerkenswer-
thes Gebiiude, scheint die ehemalige IHauptstadt des
Landes unter einer Schiafiiitze die Gegenwart zn
vertriumen.  Trotzdem lebt eine wackere Bevilke-
rung darin.  Freundlich, gastfrei, ernster im Cha-
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rakter als die San Josefiner, machen die Cartuger auf
die Fremden einen herzlichen, ja gemiithlichen Ein-
druck. Fast alle fritheren Beamten, alle Capacitiiten
der Republik stammen aus Cartago.

Das Klima ist, wie schon angedeutet, weil erfiis-
chender als in San José. Was will man mehy, als wenn
ich wunter dem 11. Breiten Grade, morgens T Uhr, meinen
Thermometer <3 9° R., am Mitlag 1 Ukr - 17° R,
abends 6 Uhr <+ 14° R. stels fand, und die hiochste von
mir beobachtene Wirme morgens <3+ 152 mitlags «3» 207,
abends <} 17¢ R. antraf.—Dennoch ist diese kiihlere
Temperatur selbst fiir die verweichlichsten Kinder der
Tropen nicht hart. Die Eingebornen klagen sich
zwar hiinfig " que frio!” wund hiillen sich in dicke
wollerze Decken, gehen aber dabei barfuss, wie in den
heissen Kiisten-Regionen. Dem Fremden ist das leich-
te Fristeln, welehes er des Morgens empfindet, ein
stiirkendes angenchmes Getithl und liisst iln  die bald
folgende milde Wiirme doppelt schitzen. Kurz, ich
glaube, auf der ganzen Erde, Ilalien nicht ausgenommen,
ist ein lieblicherer Himmel, eine behaglichere Atmosphire
nicht zu finden als auf der Hochebene von Cartago,

Am Fusse der Cordillere liegt ein Ort, und ein
Pluss und eine heisse Quelle. Alle drei fiihren den
Namen dgua Caliente (Heisswasser). Das Wasser ist
cirea <p» 549 R, eisenhaltig, hat einen kohlensauren
Geschmack wund besitzt eine wunderbare Heilkraft
gegen Wunden, Geschwiire, Reumatismus, und so
weiter,

IRAZTU.

Ich hatte gerade Zeitungen aus Deutschland er-
halten, u. a. einen hichst gelehrten Unsinn des beriim-
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ten Professors Berghaus aus Berlin iiber die Gefiihr-
lichkeit dev Tropenliinder im allgemeinen und die
Gefiihrlickeit, in der Nihe der Feuerberge ruhig
schlafen zu konnen insbesondere. Der Mann muss
entsetzlich viel studirt haben und ist dartber confus
geworden. Er hat desto weniger gesehen. Die
Schilderungen, die er von Nicaragua und Costarica
macht, sind haarstriiubend. Der gelehrte Pinsel malt
entweder mit der Siindflut oder mit feuriger Lava
Seine vuleanischen Eruptionen hecken wie die Kanin-
chen, und wir wiilzten uns buchstiiblich vor Lachen,
als wir den Pathos lasen, womit der Herr Professor
the last days of Miravalles prophezeite. Miravalles ist
niamlich eine Hacienda des Herrn Don Crisanto Mi-
dina in der Provinz Guanacaste und zithlt zehn Sce-
len und ein paar tausend Kithe. Zum Gliick kiinnen
weder die Seelen noch die Kiile lesen, sie wiirden
sonst Herrn Berghaus zum Kuhhirten emennen, der
sie wegtriebe aus dem feuergefiihrlichen Lande.

Es sind bei dem letzten grossen Erdbeben 17
Menschen umgekommen, welche so dumm  waren, im
“Hause des Herrn,” dem alten steinernen Gebiinde,
eine Zuflucht zu suchen, und denen das heilige Ge-
miiuer die unheiligen Schiidel einschlug. Wenn man
aber bedenkt, dass das Mehrzahl von hiesigen Hiiuser
so locker gebaut sind, dass das Rollen eines Fracht.
wagens sie erschiittern wiirde, so ist es kein allzugros-
ser Tribut, wenn alle Hundert Jahre einmal ein paar
Dutzend Mensehen, statt wie in Europa von Krieg
und Revolutionen, von Erdbeben ins Jenseits expe-
dirt werden.—Es ist schon richtig, sie sind nicht ange-
nehm diese vertikalen oder retatorischen Stisse aber
was weiter? Sie werden tausendfach aufgewogen
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durch die reiche verschwenderische Natur, die so
verhiiltnissmiissig weringe Zinsen fordert. Man ge-
wohnt sich an alles und ich will lieber Turrialba im
Riicken haben, als Herrn v. Manteufel und seine
Constabler.

Jedenfalls ist nicht der tausendste Theil von dem
wahr, was Phantasten iiber den Vulcanismus dieser
Liinder schreiben. Und ist es nicht schén und erhe-
bend, auf dem ewig griinen Teppich za wandeln, der
das Feuermeer unter unsern Fiissen bedeckt? Sind
diese donnernden refumbos, die nachts die Lu't erzit-
tern machen, nicht herrliche Musik fiir jede kiihne
Phantasie? Ist das ganze Leben amn Endse mehr
als die Vorschule zum bemq blown up?  Niichst dem
Ocean kenne ich nichts erhabeneres als die Werkstiitten
Vuleans, des Gemahls der Venus, deren Giirtel hier
dic ganze herrliche Natur ist.  Mit welcher Sehnsucht
blickte ich nach dem Gipfel des Irazi! Dort ist der
Punkt, wo man zu seinen Fiissen den lheissen Athem
der Gita und sich von zwei Weltmeeren, -beider Ocea-
ne,—amflossen sieht.

....................................

Der Markttaz Cartagos (Donnerstag) ist nicht so
grossartig wie die “ Plaza von San José¢,”” aber weit
malerischer als diose, der zahlreich vertretenen India-
nerphysionomien wegen. Auch ist es mehr der
Ackerbau als der Schacher, der hier Handel treibt.
Die schinsten Friiclite liegen hier im Ueberfluss auf-
gestapelt. Berge von Orangen, Ananas, Bananen
und Platanen, Haufen von Cacao, Mais und Bohnen,
Reh-und Tigerfellen, bei denen die reizenden schwarz-
fiugigen Landmiidchen mit ihren coquetten Miinner-
strohhiiten Wache halten, untermischt mit dem stu-
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pide briitenden Indio von Orosi und Veseita, umbum-
melt vom Don und der Seiiorita erfiillen den grinen
Platz. wm die Kathedrale herum. Man schlummert
sich paseand> in eine so wonnige Bebaglichkeit hinein,
saugt mit solcher Wollust den siissen Saft der ver-
sehwenderischen Orange ein, dass man sich im Para-
diese wiillmt.  Und es gehirt so wenig sum Leben hier.
Wilde (edanken, araNDES PAsioNEs, lisst dieses weiche
Klima nicht auflommen, wo selbst der Ilimmel in seinen
furchtbaren Gewittern nur renommirt, und fast nie
der Blitz einen Menschen todtet. Balsam fiir ein
abgehetztes Leben ist diese Luft, diese Flitterwochennatur.

_— e — e e T

EXTRACT

FROM

“The Courrier Journal.,”

(LowisviLLg, U. S. A.)
July 5,~1885
N? 6031,

A COUNTRY OF ' VOLCANOES AND SUBMA-
RINE LAKES OF FIRE.
(Corcespondence of the Courier-Journal.)

SaN Josf, April 15.—Limon, a new town, {rom
whicli a railroad is built to the intevior, is the only

port, in Costa Riea on the Atlantic side. Parismina,
a small village on the chast half way between Limon
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and Greytown, has with the rubber gatherers in its
neighborhood, several hundred inhabitants, all enga-
ged in some way in Indiarubber. From this district
alarge quantity of rubber is gathered every year. The
greater part of it is shipped to Greytown, which alone
formerly exported from sixty to one hundred thousand
pounds per month, These Yularos, or rubber men
arve generally fitted out by the trader on the coast,
with a gun aud ammunition, a boat, some fat meat.
salt and flour, sufficient for from one to six months,
all of which i3 charged fo them, and in return for
which the yularo stipulates to sell all the rubber col-
lected during his trip to the trader at some fixed price.
They ave all negroes or half-breeds, no white men
being engaged in the business, though it is profitable
where new trecs are encountered. T'hey are gene-
rally the men of the worst class, even of their race,
After each trip to the woods, ocenpying a few weeks
or months, as the case may be, they return to the
trading villages from which they receive their outlits,
not to leave again until they have spent all that they
have made, be it much or little, and exhausted all the
credit they can get by promises upon their next ven-
ture in the woods. They can at once be known by
the thick eoating of rubber with which their clothing,
from head to foot, is covered. This accumulates
gradually and without intention by coustant contact
with the rubber tree, and in time renders every arti-
cle they wear nearly water—proof.  They live
LIVES OF EXTREME EXPOSURE,

but Tittle superior to the animals of the forest by
whicli they are surrounded, wandering as they do all
day through the wood in quest of ruhbel trees, and
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sleeping at night at their roots, or at best with a shel-
ter of palm leaves laid loosely on sticks over their
heads. Their food is maiuly wild hogs and such other
animals as they muy be uble to kill. The monkey,
especially the large, red species, is' highly esteemed
by them as an article of diet, as indeed it is in many
parts of Spauish America, by both foreigners and
natives, of tastes harder to satisfy than those of the
Yularo.

As soon as they arrive on the ground selected for
their work, and a rough camp of poles and palm or
wild plantain leaves is made, they set out in search of
rubber trees, and as these are found, they climb them
to the top of the trunk by means of a short rope,
which encircles both the man and the tree. From
here they commence euntting a spiral channel through
the bark and around the tree as they deseend to the
ground. This is done with a machete, a sharp knife
or sword from twenty—four to thirty inches in length,
and which is in universal nse and constantly worn by
nearly every one in Spanish America of any outdoor
occupation. Through the cut thus made the sap of
the tree, if fully grown and never cut before, flows
abundantly dewn its sides into cans, or sometime only
a pit dug at the root to receive it. The sap can not
he better described as to its color, consistency and
general appearance than likening it to milk, or, per-
haps more nearly still, new cream. The blade of a
penknife run into the bark will cause for somec time a
copious tow of this milk, as the rubber men all call it.
This is coagnlated with the juice of a wild vine some-
thing like that of the grape, which grows in all parts
of these forests, and atter a few hours the milk beco-
mes solid cakes of rubber fit for export.
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The parts which adhere to the tree, of which the-
re is always a large quantity, are afterwards torn off
and rapped in bundles of long stringy masses called
berucha. This is not as valnable as the solid cakes,
though much of it is also exported, being the product
more, especially of trees which have heen cut before,
and which have only a small quantity of sap. The
process of rubber collecting is different in Brazil and
some other countries, but this is about as simple one
as can be devised, and is in universal use in this lati-
tude. A good tree from its first cutting will perhaps
yield fitty pounds of rubber, though at present the
yularo unless fortunate in discovering a new district
of uncut trees, finds but few so profitable, as perhaps
largely over half of those worked have been out
before, and some two or even three times, and many
are out when too young for the hest yield for fear that
some other hunter may cross them and drain them of
their milk.

Could the collection of rubber be systematized
and only suach trees as arrive at maturity he cut, and
then to an extent not to cause death, the production
of rubber would be verv much larger. This though,
however desirable, scems impossible, as the trees grow
in public forests over which any police surveillance is
difficult and is not even attempted, while the rubber
hunters are all irresponsible and improvident men
who try to get all that they can during each hunt.
The Government has recently offered grants of land
to those who would plant trees on them, but few so
far have taken advantage of this offer.
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THE PLAIN OF COSTA RICA.

This entire region of Costa Rica isa gently in-
closed plain from the foot of the mountain range to
the sea, the upper side from eight to twelve hundred
feet above, and from twenty-five to fifty milles from
it. It contains perhaps 7,000 square milles of gene-
rally very rich land, which a few years ago was
covered with forests, but now that the railroad from
Limon fo the interior passes through it, is being rapi-
dly settled and cultivated.  Along the line of road,
while the soil is adapted to any crop of the tropiess
at present it is more espeeially confined to the cnltiva-
tion of bananas, and from 40,000 to 50,000 bunches
are monthly shipped to New Yorh and New Orleans.
The export of this fruit is rapidly increasing from this
section, and in a few years it will probably be one of
the wealthiest parts of the State. The railroad line
crosses this plain and continues near the foot hills
of the mountain wuntil it enters the canon of the
Honduro, from which point, at the village of Carrillo,
a wagon road has Dbeen built to the capital. e
next fifteen to twenty miles are through an extremely rich
and picturesque piece of country, abounding in deep ea-
nons and innwmerable precipices of solid rock 1,500 feed
or mare in height, over whick the mountain streams pour,
Sforming scores of waterfalls, some of which in a country
less favored with sublime secenery wouwld be well worth a
long journey.

This country was absolutely impassable a few
years ago, but the railroad and the wagon-road from
its head make the trip from Limon, on the sea, to
San José, the capital, a pleasant one. Some parts of
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the mountain section of the State are far too rough
ever to he of any great value for agricultural purpo-
ses, but for the grandness of ils scenery in mowniains, the
most beautiful and varied in shape, in the number and
height of its cataracts, and in its magnificent gorges. i
has but few equals, and will in time, when better known, be-
come noted as one of the most picturesque parts of America.
In among these mountains, especiaily along the lar-
ger rivers, as the Pacuare and the Reventazon,
are many little spots and valleys of from a few
hundred to ten thoussand or more acres, which
are exceedingly rich, and give amazing, crops of cof-
fee, sugar beans, etc. Many of these places are now
cultivated, sometimes by only one or two families,
and now and again a village may be found on them.

IN THE SETTLED DISTRICT.

But leaving the unsettled or but sparsely settled
regions, and going on about half way between the two
oceans, there is Costa Rica really, as to its inhabitants,
agriculture and wealth. Iere, just about the center
of the little republic and in an area of not much over
1,000 square miles, is a population of 150,000—75
per cent, of the iuhabitants of a State of 19,000
square miles, In this small compass ave the towns
of Cartago, Tres Rios, San José, Heredia and Ala-
juela, all conneeted by rail and an excellent maca-
damized road, twenty-six miles of which take in
them all. Around these cities and on each side of
this and the numerous by-roads leading into it, are
many villages, and a dense rural population, and one
is ravely out of sight of a village or half a dozen farm-
houses. It is not easy fo realize the density of this



o B0, ==

rural population, as the houses are of only one story,
and are generally hid by the thick growth of coffee
and other trees around them. Some of the larger
villages, were it not for the enormous white church
which stands in the center of each, would perhaps be
passed unnoticed, unless the road carried the traveler
through their streets. Generally these towns are
named after some of the saints, as, indeed, is nearly
everything else in Spanish America, and the church
has the same name as the town, or, more properly,
the town the same name as the church. The church
accommodations are everywhere far in excess of the
needs of the population, as these are not only nume-
rous, but oftentimes of grand dimensions.

The largest town en the Atlantic side is Cartago,
one of the oldest cities of Central America. Once it
was the capital of the republic, has now some 8,000
inhabitants, with a number of populous suburbs. It
is situated just south and at the foot of the great,
though now nearly 'extinet, voleano of Irazd, on a
plain of sufficient incline to afford good drainage, and
at an elevation of nearly 5,000 feet above sea level.
The atmosphere is delightfully cool throughout the
year, and generally dry, and from the town and neigh-
borhood are many views aof great beauty while the
water coming rapidly down from the peaks, six and
seven thousand feet above, is very cold, and perfectly
clear and free of impurities. The roads leading into
the town during the dry season ave fine and good, and
expeditions can be made with confort to the many
points of interest near by, One of the principal of
these is the crater of Iraz.

A trip to this will repay any one who has the
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two days to spare which are necessary for it. It is in
a straight line about seven milles from the city, but
by the winding road by which the summit is reached
is some miles longer.  All the way from the town to
the crest, extensive views of wild mountain scenery
with that of highly eultivated lands below, are spread
out on cither side of the road.

IN A VOLCANO'S ORATER.

Arriving without danger or serious labor after
seven or eight hours easy riding on the bald crown of
the mountain and putting up camp for the night,
there is still time berofe dark to go into the crater
and pass over the cold lava and hardened ashes to the
now only active opening in the otherwise dead voleano.
The original crater was some one and a half miles in
circumference, but it is now only an immense pit of
500 or 600 feet in the summif. It is level at the bot-
tom, with the exception of three or four other open-
ings of abont the same depth below this one, and who-
se sides are perpendicular. The bottoms of these ean
be seen, with a few shrubs and small trees growing on
them, and even some small hirds flitting among them,
From the one still active, and of about 300 feet dia-
weter, dence clouds of intensely vellow smoke at ti-
mes pour out. Looking down hundreds of feet
below, and along its perpendicular and ragged walls
of blackened rock, are still to be seen projecting
points, growing darker, until everything is lost in
utter blackness. In whatever direction the eye may
turn, scenery of the most sublime nature is befove it.
On one side is the immense canon of the Colorado,
3,000 feet in depth, while away three miles at its
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head, the river—one of the largest in the State—falls
perpendicularly several hundred feet. When the at-
mosphere is sufficiently clear, both the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans, though 160 miles apart, can be seen from
this point.  Thisis said to be the only point on the globe
where this can be done. Few more notable sights can
be imagined, that awaits the beholder on dawakening
after passing the night in eamp on this mountain.

Standing nearly 12,000 feet above the sea, over
all clouds, with a perfectly elear and blue sky above
and avound, the sun’s rays without an ohstruction gi-
ving a most brilliant light, and shining down on the
vast mass of clouds, they appear as an endles cotton-
field in motion without a break in the dazzling
and nearly white, which is reflected back from
their slowly moving and graceful billows.  Presen-
tly a narrow opening will be seen in the immense
field, through which a portion of the valley of San
José and Cartago or perhaps a part of one of
these cities, or some town will appear away down,
8,000 feet DLelow. These breaks continue to form
and close agein as the great mass rolls along, someti-
mes shutting out and at other times opening up new
views, but as the day advances, all the while more of
the country helow becomes exposed to sight, until
about 9 or 10 in the day all of the enltivated and po-
pulated area of the interior of Costa Rica is spread
out as a map to the eye. A little later, should the
day be favorable, the view still enlarges, and before
midday the entire continent here, with its mountains
and valleys and the two oceans on its borders, is allin
full view.

Off to the east, and about ten milles distant, is the
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twin volcanic peak of Turrislba. The ascent of
this is not the easy work of the one just left, and but
few have made it, as it is very active, and to reach its
summit there is sufficent walking and chambering to
suit the most adventurous, Throughout the State
there are others, some extinet, with their ¢raters filling,
or forming small lakes on the mountain tops, and
others are still more or less in action.

In fact, the interiors of Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
San Salvador, and Guatemala are nests of voleanoes.
They can be seen smoking on every side, and their
rumbling can often be heard for meny miles, sounding
to the uniniated like the thunders of an approaching
storm, Were it not for these vents, this part of the
world would have perhaps long ago been torn to
pieces by earthquakes, as probably indeed is its early
history. Even with them, they are so common that
they cause but little comment, unless unusually severe
or long continued. San Salvadoris the State in which
they have recently shown the greatest violence and
the most frequentreturns, The great number of them,
however, are so slight as to cause no damage, and to
be even unobserved by the majority of people. Du-
ring the more violent shocks, which occur at intervals
of several years, buildings are frequently cracked and
damaged, though rarely is there loss of life. A violent
one always causes great consternation among the
inhabitants. All ran preecipitously into the streets
and open places; the prayers of the church are rapidly
repeuated, and a great revival of religion immediately
takes places, which subsides the moment the ground
becomes stationary. As the worst shocks are gene-
rally preceded by one or two of a lighter eharacter,
this custom has perhaps been the cause of so little loss
of life and injury to persons during them. G, H. L.
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FROM

“The Courrier Journal.”

(Loumsvinik, U. 8. A.)
July 12,—1885
IN AND ABOUT THE CAPITAL TOWN
OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

U

( Correspondence of the Courier-Journal. )

SAN Josk, April 25.—Passing from Cartago west-
ward over a finely—-macadamized road, and one of
lovely landscape, i thirteen miles we come to the
present capital, San José. Three miles from Cartago
the road passes over the main mountain range of the
country, and three miles farther on through the town,
of Tres Rios, and on again through the villages of
Curridabat and San Pedro. It is all closely settled
and cultivated, coffee being the principal crop. Many
of these lands are very valuable. A few years ago,
when coffee was bringing high prices, they were sold,
though several miles from town, at from $ 200 to
5 500 per acre. Prices are much lower now, as coffee
raising is not so profitable asin years gone by. San
José is the largest town in the State. The city itself
has not over 18,000 inhabitants, but it has a number of
suburbs, and for some miles around it is thickly popu-
lated. Tt appears like all other Spanish-American
towns, though with a newer and cleaner look than



most of them. The houses are of one, or at most two
floors; generally of adobe, and white or yellow washed.
During the past ten or twelve yearsthe place has
been greatly improved by the Government. The
streets have heen well paved, and thoroughly lighted
every hundred yards by large eleciric lights. Water—
works of modern and excellent constructigp farnish
the eity with the best of water and suppl)irm y pri-
vate and public fountains. Many new buildings have
been recently erected, among them two hotels, all of
which have improved its appearance and make a so-
journ here during the winter of the North pass agrecably.
The raslroad from Cartugo and Alajuele passes through
this place, which i3 the headquarters of the railroad as
well us the Glovernment and everything else in the State.
There are two large quartels, or barracks, and armo-
ries in the city, several plazas, or public squares, and
a market building of 300 feet square of stone and iron
that would be a creditable structure in any ecity-

Here marketing is carried on every day of the
week, but Saturday is more especially the day, daring
which the building with its corridors and adjacent
streets are ecrowded with buyers and sellers of all
kinds of merchandize—dry goods, notions, toys, gro-
ceries, butcher stalls, fruits, and vegetables. Of the
last an excellent display is made of nearly everything
known to us, as potatoes, onions, cabbages, squashes,
ete.; of a fine description, and innumerable others
peculiar to & tropical climate. The Cathedral is a
new and very large building of considerable architee-
tural beauty and handsomely finished. There is also
here a university and numerous schools for both sexes, as
well as several banks, and grewt number of commercial



houses carried on by German, French, and Bnglish, as
well as native, merchants. The dwelling houses of the
eity are generally low, and while not presenting any
great amount of beauty externally, are very strongly
built and are almost fireproof] and many of the habi-
tations of thie rich ave handsomely finished and fur-
nished ingide. Low and very thick walls is the rulein
building, as such construction reduces danger from
earth quakes to the minimum. The entire town at first
sight to those unaceustomed to.

SPANISH-AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE,

presents rather an wnusual and quaint appearance,
but on the whole the effect is not unpleasing, especial-
ly when taken in connection with the fine meuntain
scenery which rises on all sides of the town and can
be seen over the low houses from every part of it,
The climate here s so very wild and egual that no dwel-
ling-house has fire-places or chimneys, and no fuel is
needed except for cooking or where some manufacturing
is carried on, and then only wood, as coal is either
not to be had or is in such inaccessivle places that it
is unprofituble to mine it. Perhaps in the future,
when railroading and other industries are more fully
developed, these veins may be worked for these pur-
poses. Nearly all of the town houses are huiltin a
square or rectangular shape, with a smaller square
inclosed, making an inney court, which is unroofed.
These courts are often very prettily arranged, and are
filled with flowers, a fountain in the center, and some-
times some pieces of statuary. A long corridor runs
around the entire inner sides of the house, with doors
leading from it to the rooms. In these corridors and
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courts part of the day is spent by the inmates, being
exposed to neither sun nor rain. The inner, or as we
should call it, the back of the house, is often mueh the
more attractive part, and one has to see the house
from its court and rear to form any opinion as to its
worth and beauty. Here and in the principal towns
of the country, as is the custom in all these republics,
there is an out-door concert twice a week by the mili-
tary bands before the Presidential palace, or in one
of the p.azas As the people have a talent for music,
and it is much cultivated by them, these are some-
times very good. All eclasses turn out in their best
clothes and humor to listen, walk and talk during the
intervals. There are often to be seen some very
handsome dresses and pretty faces on these occasions,
especially on the Sunday evening conecert, this being
the principal day for amusements of all kinds, bull and
cock-fightings, balls, ete. Bull fighting is now per-
haps on the decline everywhere, but here seems to be
nearly at its end; nor is it carried on with the barba-
rity of some other countries, the bull being played
with rather than fought, and the pleasure consists in
the large crowds brought together and the ludicrous
scenes which often occur in the efforts the matadors
and others in the square make to escape the bull,
Occasionally he still gets his man, and somebody is
badly hurt or killed; this, though, is of rare oceur-
rence. The cock-pits are frequented more as places
for betting than for the excitement of the fight. As
the cocks are armed with gaffs, and one is generally
killed during the first few strokes, but little chance is
given them to show either their pluck or endurance.
A good deal of attention is paid to raising and train-
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ing game cocks, and the institution has certainly one
humane side to it, as all cocks killed—and there are
many—are given to the poor.

West of San José, after passing Santo Domingo,
noted throughout the State for its pretty women, San
Juan and the numerous coffee haciendas on the road,
is the town of Heredia. It has some 7,000 inhabi-
tants, is well paved, and provided with all the neces-
sities of town life. Further to the west, and thirteen
miles from San José, is Alajuela, the fourth town in
size in the State. This is the western terminus of the
road from Cartago, and has, perbaps, 5,000 inhabi-
tants. It has a good road to Punfarenas, on the Pa-
cific—a few years ago the only port of Costa Rica.
Close in its neighborhood is the active volcano of Poas,
These towns have a number of villages eclustering
around them, all connected by good roads, and in a
rich cotfee-growing district.

THE POI'ULATION,

A large percentage of the population in America,
south of the Rio Grande, are Indians or of mixed
Spanish and Indian blood. There is, also, in all the
States, settled from and trading on the Atlantic, a large
population of pure negro or mixed with negro blood,
The States settled from the Pacific appear to be near-
ly free of the latter. The slave trade appears to have
been carried on altogether on the Atlantic, the Paci-
fic coast being in its day too remotr for this purpose.
Costa Rica, San Salvador, Guatemala and other Sta-
tes, with but recent trade on the Atiantic, have thus
escaped the cause of some of the “problems” of the
present generation, This State has a larger percen-



tage of pure whites than any other Cenfral American
State, indeed, than perhaps any Btate south of United
States. The negro until a few years age, was almost
unknown, and now generally are only those imported
from the West Indies for railroad and other public
warks. Some féw Chinese have also been brought in
for the same purpose, but the greater part of these
will probably in time drift back to their old homes.
Perhaps at present 20 per cent. of the population are
pure whites, though there are no stutisties on which to
base an accurate estimate. As many more perhaps
are of Indian or largely of Indian race, while the
remaining nearly two~thirds are ol mixed Indian and
Spanish origin, with Spanish blood predominating
The whites are generally the descendants of the early
Spanish settlers, and are the vuling class in the coun-
try. This part of the population is generally an
intelligent and many of them a highly-educated peo-
ple. A great number of them have heen educated in
Europe and the United Stafes, as well as in the ins-
titutions of the couniry, and lhave traveled extensi-
vely. [t is wery eommon o find gentlemen speaking
several languages besides their own, and of large general
information. 'They, as indeed, the peon, or laboring
class, ave an exceedingly courteous people, Etiquet-
te is strictly observed in all the relations of life, some-
times even to a painful degree to those accustomed
to more matter-of-fuet modes,

The mized class we usually the peons orlaborers
of the country. 'This, though, is not always the case,
a8 often the mestizoes are wealthy, educated, and hold
good social and official positions in the State. Zn few
places in the world is wealih so equally distributed and
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alject poverty so wicorvmon as here, Nearly every peon
family has its house, yoke of oxen, and a faw acres in
coffee, corn, beans, ete., which it owns and cultivates;
and while the father and sons may sometimes work
outside, yet this home is their mainstay. This often
makes hired labor very scarce, and renders imported
labor for layge works necessary. Many of this class
are wealthy for their style of living, being often the
owners of property worth from  $ 10,000 to % 50,000.
These though, generally vetain the same simple dress
and economical manner of living as their less fortunate
neighbors of their race. Zhe idew generally prevalent,
that the lower classes of Spanish Americans are naturally
improvident and indolent, is, perhaps, always exaggeraied,
but certainly heve it is withoul foundation, as these people
are industrious, practice ceonanyy, and lhave an eye for
the future equal to those of any country. ''he numerous
holidays of the chureh often cause a suspension of
work, but this comes from conscientions scruples and
not from indisposition for labor. It is certainly true
that for the same amount of exhaustion the same
amount of work can not be done in tropical countries
that can be performed in the temperate zone—as a
man can not do as much work in the Gulf States as in
the Northern; yet nature gives in these cases larger
returns for the same amount of labor, and thus esta-
Dlishes an equilibrum.  They inhervit the features of
both their Indian and Spanish forefathers—have
straight, black hair, black eyes, and are of a light,
nutbrown complexion. Many of their women are
pretty, and while neither men nor women are large,
are yet well built, active and possess a good deal of
endurance.
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The really pure-blooded Indians of the country
do not number perhaps over 15,000 souls. They
generally live on the outskirts of the settled portions
and in the provinces of Talamanca, Cartago, and Gua-
nacaste. They are not the hostile and fierce warriors
found in the Western territories, but are, excopt when
provoked, a simple and inoffensive people, though
living but little better than barbarians. To a small
extent they cultivate some ground, and have a few
hogs and cattle; these with fishing and hunting, and
occasionally a small collection of rubber or sarsapa-
rilla, gives them all they have any ambition to posses.

Taking the population as a whole, and after long
observation, they are a quiet, polite and industrious
people.  Travel is as safe in any part of the Slate as in
the most orderly State of our Union. As an illustration
of this: During the first years of the working of the
railroad, every month, and sometimes oftener, muny
thousands of dollars were sent from the capital to the
coast with only two or 'three men, and though this
was well known, and the journey took from four to six
days, over a narrow trail and uninhabited mountains,
not a single attempt was ever made to rob the cou-
riers; and again, for many years large quantities of
money have been sent by merchants in the interior to
the coast towns by mail over roads where every faci-
lity is afforded for successful robbery, and, though
the courier is always alone, but once only has the
mail been robbed. Suchinstances, under such circum-
stances, can wot be produced in Ewurope and the United
States. Bandit bands, as found in Mexico and other
States, have never been kknown in the country. Nor has
the history of the country heen favorable to such
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organizations, the peole being generally in conforta-
ble circumstances, revolutions have been few, and
those bloodless, while long civil wars have not for
years demoralized the State and thrown desperate
and needy men with irresponsible commanders upon it.

The population of Corta Rica is variously esti-
mated at from a little less than 200,000 to 250,000
though 200,000 is probably about the number at
which it should be placed. This is the smallest popu-
lation of any of the Central American republics. Gua-
temala is putat 1,500,000, San Salvador at 600,000,
Honduras 350,000, and Nicaragua at 400,000, Yet
the people of Costa Rica are generally superior to any of
the others, and the commerce of the couniry, though so in-
Jferior in population, is greater than any of the rest ew-
cept Guatemala, and about equals the commerce of that,

The exports and imports vary of course in dif-
ferent years, but the average year at present may he
placed at something over $ 3,000,000 for exports,
and about $ 2,300,000 imports.  Of this trade, En-
gland has over 40 per cent, France about 10 and
Germany 7, and that with the United States will
now probably reach 33. 7he commerce with the States
has greatly sncreased in the pust few years, and especially
in the last year or two, from extra facilities offered at
Limon and the large exportation of bananas from that
place to New York and New Orleans, four steamers
being employed in that business.  Puntarenas was former-
ly the only port of entry in Costa Rica, bul ssnce the
railroad to the Atlantic has been opened, Limon, its only
other port, hasnow, perhaps, more than half the business
of this character, and will probably in time get all, except
the little exchange with the newghboring States and Cali-
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Jormia, The trade on the Atlantic will greatly
increase after the construction of the roads to San
José and Nicaragua, as both go through fine lands,
which when cultivated will give a large increase to
the exports of the country, and will afford cheaper
and quicker transportation to large quantities of
freight, which now go out the Pacific ports of Costa-
Rica and Nicaragua. With the opening of these
roads these States will furnish new and agrecable places
of winter resort for invalids, tourists and those, who do
not wish to spend their winters in  Northern latitudes,
and who have thronged Florida and the Gulf States for
years past during the winter months,  From the middle
of November to the middle of May is here the dry season,
and during that lime there is kitle or no rain. While
the temperature on the coast it high, it is rarely as
warm as in many of the States during the summer
months, the thermometer ravely passing 85¢ Fal., with
generally pleasant nights. Tn the highlands, though,
where the cities are all located, 75 may be considered
high midday heat, while at night a blanket is always com-
Jortable.  The climate is very nearly ecqual in any one
place throughout the year, the elevation above the sea de-
termining the lemperature.

With the bsauty of the country and its atractive clhi-
mate, togelher with increased facilities for transporiation
and development of natural viches, which are to be expected
Jrom the construction of the contemplated works and the
emigration and travel thus induced, there is no reason
why this and the neighboring Stales may not in a short
time become amony the garden spots of the sarih.

G. H. L.
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e | Isthme de Panama

Par M. Finix Beny.

1858,

Le territoire de Costa—Rica, le plus méridional
de I'Amérique cenwale, forme un enchainement de
plateanx descendus des Cordilitres, de 50 4 60 lieues
de largeur entre les deux Oecéans, de 3,000 lienes
carrées de superficie, et dont le plateau principal,
celui de San-José, est 4 4,500 pieds au-dessus du
niveau de la mer. On devine qu'a cette hauteurla
chaleur tropicale devient sans inconvénient et sans
danger. Le thermométre de Réaumurs’ y maintient toute
Vannée entre le 16° et le 20¢ degré. Clest le plus
beau climat du monde connu comme le plus favorable
aux développement des forces physiques et morales
et quant & la fécondité du sol. Aussi le peuple Costa-
Ricien, qui se compose de 180,000 individus selon les
uns, et de 220,000 selon les autres, est-il peunt-étre,
dans son ensemble, le peuple qui représente le plus
haut niveau de la ecivilisation chréticnne. Aucune
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autre agglomération humaine ne peut lui é&tre com-
parée, méme en France, méme en Suisse, pour 'amour
du travail et de la famille, pour le respect de la loj,
pour la Joyauté des relations, pour la politesse affee-
tueuse unie & une dignité calme. Aucune antre n'a
fait de progres si rapides dans la cxéation de la riches-
se publique et dans lutilisation intelligente de ses
ressources. San-José, !sa capitale, n'était qu'un vi-
llage il y a vigt-cinqans, C'est aujourd’hui une ville
de 20,000 fames, oft se rencontrent, sinon tous les
plaisirs, du moins toutes les commodités des villes
européennes. Il n'y a guére plus de yingt-cing ans
que la culture du café s'est acclimatée dans le pays, et
c'est par centaines de mille quintaux que se calcule
aujourdhni I'exportation de ce produit précienx. La
terre Costa-Ricienne est libérale; elle rend au centuple
tout ce qu'on lui confie, depuis le grain de froment
Jusgu'au grain de cacao; mais elle doit aun caractire de
ses habitants une physionomie unique qui fait penser
au paradis terrestre. Toute la république respire le
bien-¢tre, 'honnéteté et la bonté. La propriété y est
le fait universel; le paupérisme y est inconnu: les
existences déclassées y sont entrainées elles-mémes
dans le courant de la moralité et de l'activité généra-
les. TFidélit¢ scrupuleuse aux engagements est la
vertu du dernier Indien. Toutes les transactions de
la ville avee la campagne ne reposent ue sur la parole
donnée, et il est sans exemple qu'un inconnu méme y
ait manqué, comme il est sans exemple qu'une atta-
(que a4 main armée venue d'un Costa-Ricien ait jamais
menacé la vie ou la fortune d’'un voyageur,

Le beau palais national de San-José, I'nmiversité,
le thédtre, des routes et des ponts, une organisation
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administrative qui powrait servir de modéle, Tels
sont les choses de cette petite république ignorée, qui
nous emprunte tout ce gue nous avons de bon, A com-
mencer par nos Codes et nos monnaies, et qui, cn
somme, vaut mieux que nous.

Le climat de ce coin de terre, la richesse de sex
produits, I'indescriptible magnificence (e ses foréts et
de ses vallées Vappellent, par la force des choses, &
devenir I'un des plus grands foyers de Ju production
humaine. L'Espagne de Charles Quint et de Philippe
I1, blasée sur les splendeurs du Nouveau Monde, avait
¢été séduite par cette splendeur supérieure, Lindus-
trie moderne, plus exigeante encore gue 'imagination,
peut trouver I ce qui lni mangue et ce qu'elle a cher-
ché inutiliment sur d'autres points. Avec un sol formé
de détritus végétaux jusqu'd une profondeur de 20 & 25
pieds, avec des moteurs gratuits & chaque pas grice &
I'abondance des cours d'ean, tout est possible dans T'or-
dre de la création agricole et industrielle. Dans la cul-
ture de mais on peut faire 2 récoltes annuellement et
jusqu'a trois récoltes en eingq mois, La culture de coton,
qui y vient spontanément, permettrait & V'Angleterre
de se passer un jour des Etats-Unis et de ne plus faire
dépendre sa politique de I'approvisionmement de Man-
chester. Le ver & soie y fravaille toute l'année sur
une espece de chéne, en plein air, nous dirons presque
en pleine forét, comme les abeilles, sans avoir rien
craindre des variations de I'atmosphtre. On sait déja,
par 150 ans d'expérience, quil y a sur toutes ces
cOtes des magasins inépuisables de bois de teinture,
de marqueterie et d'ébénisterie Mais ce que les gou-
vernements et les cités maritimes ne savent pas assez,
c’est que tous les chantiers du monde y trouveraient
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les bois de construction de toutes formes dont ils ont
hesoin, et gque U'épuisement de la Norwége a rendus si
rares et 8i chers.

Nous voudrions me pas ajouter une ligne i ce
tablean exact, dans lequel nous n'avons cité ni le ta-
bae, qui rivalise avee celui de la Havane, ni la caune
A suecre, ni le sorgho, ni les cuirs qui s'exportent par
millions, ui I'éeaille de tortue, ni le quinquina et la
rhubarbe, ni les peaux de cerf, en telle quantité qu'el-
les suffisent & charger des navires; mais il nous est
impossible de ne pas dire iei ce que personne n'ignore
aux Etats-Unis et ce gui surexcite an plns haut degré
leur esprit d'aventure. C'est les mines d'or et d'argent
de 'Amérique centrale.

EXTRAIT

Dy

“R TRAVELS DE”
“1” Amerique Central.”

Par M. FeLrx Bruvy.
1867
La petite république de Costa-Rica représente
un phénoméne politique et social si extraordinaire,
(ue je crains fort de n’étre pas pris au sérieux en la

peignant telle qu'elle est. On ne voudra jamais croire,
dans notre Europe si fitre de sa civilisation micani-
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que, quiil y a quelque part, au deld de'Océans, sur un
platean de 1,500 métres d'altitude, en dehors de tous
les grands courants de eirenlation maritime, un petit
peuple, le plus petit de tous, qui n'a eu besoin ni de
Césur ni de Charlemagae pour réaliser en trento ans
plus de progrés que nous n'avons fait en quatorze sid-
cles; qui, sans autre lumidre gue celle des principes de
notre révolution, et presque sans effusion de sang, a
résolu pratiquement tous les problémes de liberté ot
d'autorité sur lesquels nous accummlons encore tant de
sophismes; ot les idées de dictuture, darbitraire 1dgal,
de gouvernement personnel, de prestige du pouvoir,
et d'inviolabilité administrative, ne sont que des idées
de I'nutre monde; oit la violation du secret des lettres,
sous quelque prétexte que ce soit, serait assimilée au
vol par effraction et punie des travaux foreés; ol les
howmes investis d'un mandat public ne se croient pas
des demi-diens, obligés de mener une existence olym-
pienne aux dépens des simples mortels; pour qui,
enfin, il o'y a de gouvernement légitime et honnéte
que celui de la libre discussion, de la participation
incessante du pays & ses propres affaires, du contrdle
rigoureux de ses finances, de ses droits toujonrs res-
pectds of de sa volonté toujours obéie.

Est-ce i dire que Costa-Rica soit habité par une
colonie de stoiciens, moing accessibles que d'autres
aux passions dissolvantes? La nature humaine ne
change pas ainsi avec les latitudes. 1l y a probable-
ment, foutes proportions gardées, autant de sentiments
¢goistes dan la ville de San José que partout aillears,
Parfs oxcepté. Son histoire elle méme témoigne, par
deux pages sanglantes extrémement regrettables, de
la violence des entrainement qu'elle peut subir. Mais
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ce ne sont 14 que des accidents de sa vie régulidre, des
surprises de sa conscience, dont la responsabilité d'ai-
lleurs n'atteint que quelques tétes La crise passde,
la force des institutions reprend son empire, et l'esprit
publie toujours debout sait bien vite rétablir par ses
choix I'équilibre rompu des influences. Tel est le
bienfait permanent de la liberté que le mal re pent
prendre racine sur le sol qui en est pénetré. La jeune
république costa-ricienne a prouvé, par son exemple,
que la pratique radicale du self government vaut mienx
que les procédés empiriques du césarisme, pour le
progrés morai comme pour le progrés matcriel, et que
le supréme bonheur d'un peuple est de ne pas étre
sauyé par un grand homme.

On a voulu expliguer sa prospérité exceptionelle
par son isolement qui l'aurait garantie de I'épidémie,
de l'anarchie et de tous les contacts corrupteurs. Mais
cet isolement, plus apparent que réel, ne I'a empéchée
ni de faire partie de la confédération, ni d'étre méléde
anx luttes de Morazan, ni de prendre linitiative de la
guerre contre Walker, ni de traverser elle-méme la
série d'épreuves par lesquelles une nation se dégage
de ses langes pour entrer dans la plénitude de sa viri-
lité. Costa-Riea, d’'ailleurs, n'est sorti de Pobscurité
et de l'enfance sociale que depuis que cet isolement a
cessé. Tant qu'elle n'a possédé ni port sur le Pacifi-
gue, ni routes dans l'intérieur, ni communications ré-
gulitres avee le dehors, c'est-h-dire, pendant foute la
domination espagnole, elle est restde, ce qu'est encore
aujourd’hui la province de Veragua, un pays pauvre,
& peine peuplé de rares villages, sans commerce et
sans cohésion. Nous en trouvons la prenve dans le
passage suivant du rapport adressé au roi d’Espagne
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par 1'évéque Morel de Santa Cruz, en 1752, aprds une
visite qui avait embrassé tout le dioctse de Nicaragua:

“Dans un endroit nommé las Concavas situé d une
“lieue senlement de Cartago, on a découvert une mine
“d’otlt 'on tire maintenant de ce métal, et que, pour le
“convertir en monnaie, il ne faudrait que Vordre royal
“de Votre Majesté! Tl me semble que la Providence a
“tout fait pour la consolation et le sonlagement de ces
“malheureux. Le pain guotidien est le mais qui y est
“extrémement abondant. ILe blé v est excellent et tou-
“tes les provisions de houche se rencontrent dans le
“pays, parce qu'il est trés-fertile et que ses habitants
“son trés-appliqués & la culture. Ils arrosent leurs
“terres avec facilité, car A chaque pas on rencontre de
“petites rivitres dont ils savent conduire les eaux A
“leurs maisons et & leurs champs. Les femmes shabi-
“llent d'une étoffe de coton tissée de leurs mains, et
“elles en revétent aussi leurs maris et leurs familles.”

“ En somme, cette province serait vraiment riche,
“si elle avzit la bonne fortune d'un port par ol ses pro-
“duits pussent s'écouler. Cependant, malgré ses be-
“soins, elle conserve le nom de riche qu'on lui donna
“lors de sa découverte, probablement & canse de 'abon-
“‘dante péehe de perles qu'on faisait sur ses cotes. Elle
“a toujours continué depuis la culture de la cochenille
“avec laquelle elle teint en pourpre ses étoffes de coton.
“Les cedres, les cocobales, les granadillos, les goallaca-
“nes et le bois de brésil rouge ou jaune, dont elle est
“‘couverte, expliquant aussi ce nom de riche. Mais si
“‘ses cdtes le méritent, il n’a jamais pénétré dans U'inté-
“rieur de ce vaste pays, car sa pauvreté dépasse les
“limites ordinaires.”
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Sa pauvrett depasse les limiles ordinwires, voild ce
qu'était devenu Costa-Riea aprés deux siteles et demi
dloceupation castillane; voild oivelle en €tait oncore,
il y & cinquante ans, quand sonna le réveil de Uindé-
pendance. Son isolement n'avait ‘servi qu'a transfor-
ner en déserts les dix-nenf vingtitmes de son terri-
toire, autrefois semé de villes populeuses. Le rapport
de Megr de Santa Cruz cite de nombreuses localités
ginsi disparnes sous le souffle mortel du régime colo-
nial.  Des uations entidres qui ocupaient les rives des
grandes baies de Nicoya, de Chiriqui et de Golfo
Dules, n'existaient déja plus qu'd 'état de tribus erran-
tes et sont complétement dteintes anjourd’hui.  C'était
une dérision que le nom de Costa-Rica appliqué & une
provinee ainsi condamnée i l'inertie et & la dépopula-
tion. Elle ne l'a mérité que du jour oit 'émancipation
lui a permis de vivre de sa vie propre. San José, sa
capitale, ne date elle-méme gue de 1823, ef la caté
qui I'a envichi y compte & peine trente ans d'existence,

La nouvelle affranchie se trouvait] alors dans cet-
te heureuse position de n'étre liée par aucune solidari-
té de famille ou d'intéréts avec le systdme qui venait
de tomber. Son éloignement du eentre du gouverne-
ment 'uvait préservie de ses vices aussi bien que de son
exploitation religieuse et administrative.  On ne comp-
tait que cingquante esclaves daus foute la république
an moment oit le décret du congrés fédéral les déclara
libres (17 avril 1824). La suppression des couvents
qui souleva tant de coltres & Guatémala, et qui y est
considérée encore comme le grand crime de cette
époque (7 sept. 1829), natteignit persoine & Costa-
Rica, ot il n'y avait que des moines isolds, attachds
aux paroisses ou aux missions indiennes.  Les prinei-
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pes généreux et féeonds proclamés avee l'indépendan-
ce ne rencoutraient done sur ce terrain aucun de ces
obstacles puissants qui expliquent les réactions et pro-
voquent les exces révolutionnaires. Leur triomphe
n’y produisit d’autre troulle que la déchéance de Car-
tago, ol 'influence cléricale s'était manifestée par une
conspiration impérialiste, bien vite comprimée, en fu-
veur de la réunion au Mexique.

Une antre circonstance centribua puissamment
au suceds des libres institutions par le spectacle de
leurs bien-faits sous son administration loyale, Ce fut
I'avénement au pouvoir d'un de ces hommes qui méri-
tent plus de statues et d'apothéoses que les grands
dominateurs de I'histoire, parce qu'ils ont mis leur
grandeur non a fouler les peuples, mais a les relever,
nou A& devenir les maitres de Ihmnanité, mais les pre-
miers serviteurs de la loi, et qu'ils n'ont laissé derrigre
eux que des souvenirs de paix et de justice, au lien
des flots de sang et des haines nationales qui sont le
coritee et I'héritage des conquérants. Le peuple
avait appris & les choisir, non pour leur nom ou leur
fortune, mais pour leur valeur personnelle.  Ce eulte
du talent et de la vertu I'a préserve des dictatures du-
rables et des corraptions qu'elles engendrent. Il n'y
a pas une monarchie qui puisse montrer une succes-
sion de princes aussi dignes de leur autorité et aussi
purs de toute espiece de crimes, que cette succession
de magistrats femporaires. Mais aussi il n'y a pas un
pays qui puisse se glorifier de progrés aussi rapides,
matériels et moraux. Deux générations ont suffi pour
I'élever de l'extréme pauvreté i une aisance géndrale,
et de lignorance absolue & une instruction moyenne
plus large que la notre.  Les péres marchaient pieds
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nus ef couchaient sur le cadre de cuir de la simplicité
indienne. Les fils ont un palais italien, des fortunes
nombreuses (1), une université, plusienrs bangues, des
finances prospires, une législation en harmonie avec
leurs institutions, un crédit illimité en Angleterre, un
commerce qui rayonne de San Francisco & Valparaiso
et de Panama & Liverpool; et ils ont, de plus, ce qui
vaut mieux encore que tout cela ot ce qui seunl expli-
que leur transformation, *le sens droit et la dignité
méle des peuples libres, upnis i une courtoisie pleine
de griice et & In plus rare des qualités espagnoles, la
modestie,

Cette modestie, qu'on ne peut assez admirer, sur-
tout quand on vient de certaines villes du Nicaragua,
fait de Costa-Riea une exeeption dans la famille em-
phatique & laguelle elle appartient.  On s'en apercoit,
des la premitre heure, au langage simple et poli de
ses habitants, & Vabsence d'étiquette et de morgue de
son administration, et au ton de ses jowrnaux. Jo
n'ai jamais entendn un Costa-Ricien me vanter son
pays comme nous vantons le ndtre & tout propos, mé-
me dans le Moniteur. Notre stupide chauvinisme leur
est inconnu.  Ils sont arrivés en trente ans i la jonis-
sance compléte de tous les biens qui devraient &tre
notre patrimoine indestruetible, et ils aceueillent avee
une déférence sinctre tous les conseils qui leur vien-
nent du dehors, méme les ndtres. Ils connaissent
mieux que nous l'histoire de noire Révolution; son
idéal est leur id¢al; ses principes constituent 'unique
bage de leur existence civile et politique; lenr docu-

(L) Unede ces fortunes, celle de Don Vieente Aguilar,
était évalude en 1858 ( 10 millons de franes.
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ments officiels of lenrs disconrs sont nowris de ceite
moelle de lion; et ne pouvant plus nous emprunter 1os
idées, ils nons empruntent nowe seience et nos appa-
reils. Leurs généraux, sans aides de camp, sans
uniforme et quelquefois sans ¢pde, sont plus fiers de
leur réeolte de café que de leurs exploits militaires.
Personne n'y songe i la glorie, cetfe grande courtisane
des camps, et personue ne s’y affuble d'oripeanx pour
imposer le respeet de son rang.  Onnons acense d'étre
vaniteux et légers; ¢lest méme pour nous corviger de
ce défaut (u'on nous interdit le maniement des affaires
sérieuses; ot tout somble combiné dans notre hidrar-
chie pour développer, jusqud la folie, amour des
titres, des déeorations et du clinquant.  Costa-Riea,
plus logique, a rompu avec les signes extérienrs du
jour ot elle a rompu avee le droit divin. Nous ne
vivons que de mises en selne, elle ne vit que de réali-
tés. Iln'y a pas d'acteurs sur cette terre de I'dgalité
pratique, il n'y a que des hommes; et ees hommes,
que lostentation castillane n'inspire plus, sont auss
modestes d'allures jue nous le sommes peu, et nons
donnent bien d'antres lecons que nons ne suivrons
jamais,

Ce caraetdre réservé et sympathique, di évidem-
ment & 'absence de touty aristocratic et de toute clas-
se privilégide, a rendu  la république le service de
lui attiver bien des concours extéricurs dont ellé a sn
tres-habilement profiter.  Ne se croyant pas les ¢lus
de la crdation, ses habitants w'ont jamais professé la
haine de I'étranger, ce dogme inferval de P'éducation
espagnole. Ils out senti, au contraire, dég le premier
jour, que tout leur manquait a la fois. capitanx, seieu-
ce, industrie, population méme, et ilsn'ont rien négli
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gé pour y remédier avee des éléments venus du dehors.
Des centaines d'étrangers, la plus grande partie Alle-
mands, y ont trouré le repos et I'aisance, et quelques-
uns nne position officielle considérable.  Le bureau
central de statistique et la direction des travaux pu-
bliques sont entre les mains de deux Allemands natura-
lisés. La naturalisation, dailleurs, n'y recontre ni
formalités ni délais; elle nexige qu'une déelaration
légale du postulant. Clest la terre hospitaliére par
excellence pour les hommes spéciaux et les métiers
utiles.  On n'y dédaigne que les porteurs de sabre,
dont on ne sail que faire.

Aussi, peu dadministrations se sont-elles mon-
trées plus accommodantes et plus larges & 1'égard de
I'émigration que celle de San José.  J'aurai l'oceasion
de parler longuement d'une conecession de 144 lieues
carrées, fite & M. Lafond de Lurey, sur les bords du
Grolfn Dulee, par le président Juan Rafael Mora. Des
concessions de ce genre ont été consenties en faveur
de tous les étrangers d'une honorabilité notoire, qui
s'engageaient &t y créer des centres e population, sans
distinction de culte ou de nationglité. En 1858, ce
fut une compagnie italienme qui se présenta; plus tard,
une compagnie snisse, dont le promotenr était M. Joos,
député au conseil fédéral.  Enfin, en 1863, un M.
Mac-Lean offrit de fixer deux cents colons irlandais
entre le Sarapiqui et Quebrada-grande. La république
accueillit tout & bras ouverts, s'offrant méme de faire
une partie des frais de 'installation de ses nouveaux
citoyens. Elle ne repoussait que les esclaves affran-
chis des Etats-Unis, les meilleurs peut-étre de tous les
travailleurs qu'elle piit obtenir. Toutes ces eombinai-
sons cependant ont dchoué, par suite des diffieultés
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intrinsdques de la colonisation organisée sur le papier.
Une seule réunissait toutes les chances possibles de
suceds; celle-1d méme gue le préjugé de la couleur a
fait écarter. 11 y avait I une race vigoureuse, accli-
matée, triés mélangdée par ses croisements avec les
blanes, plus civilisée et plus indwustrieuse (ue les In-
diens, plus sobre et plus disciplinée que les Irlandais,
habitude, d'aillenrs, anx cultures industrielles, qui et
fourni au pays des auxiliaives inespérés et les plus siirs
défenseurs de son indépendance, Llorgueil castillan
de M. Irvisarrin'y a vu que des peaux noires, en réa-
lité plus blanches que la moyenne des ladinos, et
Costa-Rica a perdu ainsi, comme le Nicaragua, la seule
oceasion quelle efit rencontrée de doubler rapidement
sa population, sans perter atteinte & sa nationalité,

LU T I LR IR OO T T I R U R A CRC I Y WEY Yk mT Y N Em e R e

I1 faisait le temps le plus fuais que jeusse encore
remargué sous ees latitudes, 17 degrés Réanmur, des-
cendus dans la nuit & 15 degrés.  Le lendemain, au
bout de deux henres de marche, jatteignis enfin lg
point ¢culminant, qui débouchait au sud sur le plateau
de Costa—Riea, Il y avait la de vastes éelaircies de
bois, au centre desquelles un grand bitiment fermé,
appartenant aun gouvernement, servait & la fois de
magasin pour des outils et des matériaux et de refuge
auX onvriers qui travaillaient & I'etablissement de la
route. A cetfe hautenr de six mille pieds au moins,
Ihorizon s'dlargissait sensiblement, mais ne laissait
encore voir qu'une enceinte de collines dominde par
des pitons voleaniques. La pluie avait cessé; Ie che-
min que nous suivions ¢iait devenu presque carrossa-
ble; la descente commenga. Tout & coup le guide me
cria d'arréter, et me montrant au lein, & ma droite,
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une ligne bleue qui se confondait avecle ciel: “Voily
Puntarénas,” me dit-il.

Je fus littéralement ébloui, Une large éehaneru-
re venait de s'ouvrir, et jembrassais d'un coup d'wil,
griice & i'admirable transparence de lair, une vallée de
vingt & frente lieues de diamdtre, inondée de lumibre,
marquetée de cultures, semée de pueblos et dhaciendas,
fermée au sud par une barritre de montagnes ef i
Uouest par une ceinture de mer & reflets d’argent,
('¢tait la jeune république de Costa-Rica qui se révé-
lait, sinon tout entitre, du moins dans sa partie popu-
leuse et aetive. Ce plateau Iégtrement creusé conte-
nait les quatre villes principales: San José, Cartago,
Alajuela et Hérédia, et quarante villages. Une rami-
fication des Cordilitres séparait an midi In républigue
d'immenses régions qui font partie de son domaine,
mais ne sout habitées que par des tribus indiennes.
it cette mer lointaine, ol le guide m'indiquait Punta-
rénas, ¢'était l'océan Pacifique. A une distance d'au
moins vingt-eing lieves & vol d'oisean, je le distinguais
aussi nettement qu'on distingue le déme miroitant des
Invalides, un jour de soleil, des hauteurs de Saint-
Cloud; et je regrettais de ne pouvoir escalader Tun des
deux voleans qui se dressaient & ma droite et & ma
gauche, le Buwrba et los Votos, dont les cones blindés
de foréts inaccessibles ¢ussent ét¢ de merveilleux bel-
véderes.

San José est hitie au centre méme de ce bassin
terrestre, & huit lieues environ de son entrde du nord.
Elle commande done, par sa position, aussi bieun que
par son importance an petit Etat, qui a grandi avee
elle. On y arrive par une route large et poudreuse,
bordée d'haciendas pleines de vie, Tout y respire
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l'aisance, laliberté et la politesse des meeurs. Rien n'est
plus gai que les environs de San José. Toutes ses rues
donnent sur la campagne et permettent d'embrasser
une partie de son panorama. Clest un vaste cirque de
pentes donces, s'élevant d'un e6té vers la chaine ma-
Jestueuse de Barba, et de l'autre vers une petite cor-
dillitre intérieure. Partout la zone des cultures se
distingue nettement de celle des foréts. Partout des
plantations verdoyantes encadrent les plus modestes
demeures.

La république est divisée en eing provinces, dont
la superficie cultivée et la population totale ne repré-
sentent guére quun de nos arrondissements. Sur les
3,000 lienes earrées qui constituent le teiritoive natio-
nal, soixante, & peine le cinquantieme, sont réellement
oceupées. Le reste appartient & I'Etat, & exception
d'une centaine d'haciendas de béiail dont les limites
sont ignorées de leurs propiétaires, Ce domaine de
I'Etat se compose principalemert de quatre grandes
vallées latérales, ayant toutes leur systéme hydrauli-
que particulier, et ne se reliant au massif central que
par des cols plus on moins éleyés.

Quant au plateau qui centralise cette agglomdéra-
tion de territoires indépendants, il se prolonge lui-
méme d'étages en étages, comme unce série de biefs
terrestres, entre deux chaines voleaniques paralléles
aux deux océans, jusqu'a la cordilliere de Véragua on
elles se confondent: Clest le relief montagneux, le
plus puissant de 'Isthme et peunt-étre de 'Amérique
entitre, pour le nombre et la majesté de ses cratdres
¢teints.  De 1'Orosi au volean de Chiriqui, le deraier
au sud, il n'y en a pas moins de vingt-cing, dont Ia
hauteur moyenne est de 8,000 pieds. Celui de Chiri-
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qui atteint 11,265 pieds, ot celui de Blanco, sur’Atlan.
tique, 11,740. Les biefs sapérieurs du platean s'élé-
vent eux-mémes, en se rétréeissant, jusquh 8,000
pieds. San  José, situd b 4,500 pieds d'altitude
n'est done pas le premier ¢chelon de cette succession
de table lands ol 1'émigration vefrouverait probable-
ment tous le climats européens, mais dont I'immense
golitude attend encore son premier pionnier.

En réalité, la vépublique entiére, avee sa popula-
tion d'environ 180,000 &mes, ses quatre villes princi-
pales et ses quarante lieues carrées de cultures, tient
dans un espace assez étroit pour Etre embrassé d'un
coup d'wil. Hérédia et Alajuela sont pavtout visibles
depuis San José. Il en serait de méme de Cartago,
si elle n'étaif par bittie dans une vallde supérienre, au
pied de I'lrazu, 11 n'y a (ue le Guanacaste et les
stations d'Esperanza et de Puntarénas qui échappent,
par leur excentricité, a cette condensation de vie so-
cinle. Clest bien le plus petit peuple civilisé; et clest
incontestablement le plus sage, le plus honnéte et ie
plus heareux. Il suffit de traverser la grande place
de San José un jour de marché pour se rendre compte
de son activité laboriense. Peu de villes européennes
présentent une telle acenmnlation de produits, 1égu-
mes, fruits, confitures, nattes, poteries, cordages, ete.
Les ognons y sont rangés en tourelles massives de
deux métres de diamdtre. Toutes les rues aboutis-
santes sont encombrées danimanx et de charrettes,
Le total des transactions de chaque samedi dépasse
un demi-million de francs. Ce w'est pas un marché,
c'est une foire hebdomadaire & laquelle toute lu ville
prend part, sans én excepter les plus grands person-
nages, oit vendeurs et acheteurs se parlent & la troi-
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sitme personue sur le pied d'une parfaite égalité, ot ol
tout se passc sans bruit, sans quere]les, sans vocabu-
laire injurieux et surtout sans police.

Aussi le progrés de la fortune publique y est-il si
rapide, qu'on en suit les transformations d'une année
A l'autre dans les rares occasions qui mettent toutes les
classes en présence.

Quoi quil on soit, ces cent trente on cent
cinquante mille habitants produisent chaque année
200,000 quintaux de café pour I'exportation, 30 4
40,900 tonnes de sucre, ot pour dix millions d'autres
denrées fui se consomment sur place. Il en résulte
un commerce extérienr d’environ vingt millions, et un
commerce intérieur d'une somme égale dont les trans-
actions alimentent trois banques, et fournissent i
PEtat un budget de plus de cing millions de francs,
exclusivement bast sur les affaires et la consomma-
tion. Clest une activité centuple de celle de la Fran-
ce, Elle suppose un pays sans avistocratie, sans
oisifs, sans préjugds, sans entrave policiére on admi-
nistrative, sans existence dévorante ou absorbante, ou
pas une force n'est perdue, oit pas une aptitude ne
reste sans emploi. Dans des conditions semblables,
notre commerce extérienr se traduirait non par des
milllards, mais par des billiards. N’avais-je pas raison
de dire en commencant qu'il y avait li un phénoméne
politique et social invraisemblable? Nous aurions pu
réaliser nous-mémes ee phénoméne au début du sidele,
si nos institutions avaient eu pour objectif, non la
grandeur d’un seul, mais liberté de tous, Le rigne de
Napoléon a étouffé dans le sang cette renaissance de
la vieille Europe. L'Amérique seule peut nous
apprendre aujourd’hui ce qu'il y avait de vitalité so-
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ciale et de bonheur humain dans ces principes (e 89,
dont nous avons doté le monde, sans en avoir jamais
joui nous-mémes.

Or, toute cette prospérité, si exceptionnelle et si
digne d'envie, a pour base économique le café, la eul-
ture nationale et presque la enlture exclusive du pays.
Costa-Riea recoit tout de I'étranger, son vétement, son
ameublement, son matériel rural et industriel, une
partic méme de son alimentation, et elle paye tout
avec ses seules récoltes de café.  Elle pourrait se suf-
fire & elleme-méme si elle le voulait, car elle a le génie
patient et imagioatif, et la distribution de ses plateaux
ct de ses vallées est aussi favorable au froment qu'an
mais, et & la vigne qu'a lovanger.  Mais elle a trouvé,
dans le café, une mine d'or si riche et si appropride
& son sol, que cette industrie a diserédité toutes les
autres, la canne & suere et le tabac exceptés, qui sont
d'aillerrs tous les deux Vobjel d’'un monopole fiscal.

Un seul détail, du veste, de cette culture expli-
quera l'attrait qu'elle exerce.  Quelle que soit la dé-
pense faite pour I'nchat du terrain, la plantation, les
constructions et les appareils nécessaires, cette dépen-
se est converte, et au deld, par le produit de la pre-
micre récolte, qui a lieu la troisitme annde. 1l ne
fant done que trois ans pour assurer & un homme de
bonne volonté le bien-étre et méme la richesse relati-
ve. Aussi presque toutes les familles posstdent-elles
leur cafetal, indépendamment de lindustrie particulie-
re a laquelle elles se vouent. Négociants, hommes
d’Etat, généranx ou avoeats, sont, avant tout, produc-
teurs de café, aussi bien que les conducteurs de cha-
rrettes et les loneurs de mules qui sillonnent la route
de Puntarénas.  C'est le sujet de conversation inépui-
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sable de tontes les classes et le fond commun des tran-
sactions les plus considérables. Seulement, il y a
quelques anndes, le commerce réalisait facilement
d'énormes hénéfices sur cet article, en Tachetant d'a-
vanee & moiti¢ prix, moyesnant des anticipations des-
tindes i eréer de nouvelles haciendas.  Aujourdhui,
cette source est tarie, Le Costa-Ricien n'a plus
besoin d'avances. Le plus pauvre ne vend sa réeolte
qu'aux cours du jour; et ces cours sont devenus assex
rémunérateurs, grace & la faveur croissante de ce rival
du Moka, surtout sur les marehés de 'Angleterre, pour
que la fortune publique s'augmente chaque année d'un
cinquitme.

Toutes les terres, cependant, ne conviennent pas
ce produit délicat. La plus grande partie du sol de
Costa-Rica est recouverte d'une couche de cendres
volcaniques plus ou moins épaisse, & laquelle on
attribue sa qualit¢ spéceiale.  Cette couche noire ou
trés-brune dépasse souvent un métre d'épaisseur et va
quelquefois jusqu'd six métres. C'est alors le terrain
par excellence pour les plantations de café. On le
rencontre presque partout dans les environs de San
José et de Cartago (1); mais il v'en est plus de méme

(1) Ausi les terres des environs de San José sont-elles
aussi chives que celles des environs de Paris.  Elles se ven-
dent de % 4 4,000 fiancs la manzana (I'hectare espagnol de
53m7535 de ¢ité), et elles montent avec le prix du caté, 1l y
a du reste, sons ce rapport, une grande différence entre
Costa-Rica et le Nicaragua. Tandis que dans vette dernitre
république le prix courant des terres domaniales est de 250
francs la cavallerie (environ G4 hectares,) il est d'antant plus
elevé i Costa-Ricu qu'on se rapproche davantage d'un centre
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sur d'autres points. Les terres de seconde on de troi-
sitme catégorie, dont la couche des cendres n'est que
75 ou 50 centimdtres d'épaisseur, peuvent encore étre
plantées en caféiers. Seulement, ils s'épuisent trop
vite pour fournir des produits réguliers ct continus,
et il est probable qu'avec le développement de la po-
pulation, Ia culture de la canne & sucre, qui dure plus
de 50 ans et qui fournit une admirable plante fourra-
getre pour les cing mois de séeheresse, s'emparern de
ces terrains secondaires et en tirera unesource nouvel-
le de fortune; surtout si le chemin du nord, ce réve
obstiné de la république, lui ouvre des débouchds plns
directs et moins onéreux que ceux d’aujourd’hui.

de population, et la progression des cultures leur a donné
depuis vingt ans une plus value telle qu'une propriété de
8,000 manzanas, située & quinze lienes de la capitale, et
achetée, il y a douze ans, i raison d'une piastre la manzana
par M. Julian Volio, vaut aujourd’hni 40 piastres et en vaundra
bientot 100. La spéculation des terrains est done aussi frue-
tueuse & Costa-Rica que dans les foyers les plus actifs de
I'ancien monda,
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!.‘; ]l)l‘(mn'tud con que ha satisfecho los réclimnciones que se le han  diri-
Jido,

1 Sux Ime Ovricr conservi siempre ¢l primer Tugay  entre las
Compaiifus de seguros contin ineendio,

‘neden pues con entern  confinnzn los Divectores yecomendar al
iiblico ol Sex Fme Ok, valides del baen nombre qne esta gocie-
dnd ha adquirido ¥ goza por su comporfamiento en log siniestrog gue
ha tonida r{urmnu los 171 ufies que cnenta yi de existeuois,

SE ASEGURAN CASAS, ALMACENES, TIENDAS Y
SUS CONTENIDOS A PREMIOS MODERADOS.
Bl Agente estid audorizacdo para el inmediato wreglo de
todp reclamaciin, y I Companic: acepta o jurisdiccidn do lox
tribunales del pais.
Representado por CEOIL SHARPE, SAN JOSE, COSTA-RICA.

FPEDRO N. MERINO & SONS.
COMERCIANTES COMISIONISTAS,
1 Leadenhall Street.—LONDRES.

Se ocupan de ventas en comision de consignaciones de
productos del Centro y Sur América y de compra de
mercancing pava aquellas plazas. Abren créditos y hacen
adelantos sobre caff,

Polizas flotantes de sequreos siempre abiertas.

MUNOZ & ESPRIELLA.

COMERCIANTES COMISIONISTAS
61, Liderty Street, NUEVA YORK.

Compran y venden mercancias de los EE. UU., Méjico,
Centro y Sur América.—Abren eréditos para adelantos sobre
café y toda clase de productos,—Pdlizas flotantes de Seguros
abiertas.

Representados por CECIL SHARPE, SAN JOSE, COSTA-RICA,
APODERADO GENERAL,



1

nemcl-_l'io Tinoco. Carlos Volio T,

B e e b e SRR

Tioco & Yolio.

DPropictarios de la Fibrica de Aceites establecida on
esta ciudad al lade de lo Casa de Luz Eléctrica.
VENDIEN:
GRASA para jabon, & ..., cecnansss oo 8 12-00 ¢l quintal,
ACEITE de superior ealidad para toda

clase de Maguinaria (prepara-
do segin una recetu Iuglesa)

SO ERvEses, FLE e T AL ,» 1-50 el galon,

Genlatas 4.... ... s, "V 0 ) 42/ T
id.  de CASTOR tan fino como el ex-

tranjero en cajas de 100 frascos

R0 It L ., G-30
i,  enlatasde 2libras. ........... 4 L=B0
id.  de higuerilla, ordinario, como pa-

ra untar carretas y arneces; que-

mar en candiles y ldmparas; y

curar animales . ..., ... 5 0-25 botella
id.  de chan para pintura de santos,

euadros, efe. .. u covseriinnne 3 1200 id.

BROSA de higunerilla, reconocida desde hace muchos
anog en la India como uno de los mejores abonos para los
cafetales, al infimo precio de 50 centavos el quintal.

Toda brden seri atendida con puntualidad y los pedi-
dos remitidos 4 las capitales de Provineia, 6 4 domicilio en
esta eindad, libres de todo gasto.

El espendio al menudeo se hard donde los Sefiores
ECHEVERRIA & CASTRO; y para las ventas al por mayor

asi como para contratos do semillas, ete. entenderse con |

Carlos Volio T.

N* 44, Calle de Carrillo.
San José, Costa-Riea, Junio de 1886.



HOLST & WORALES

MACHINISTS
S VR CRiGT R

Fixing & repairing of all kinds of machinery
Parts of machinery duplicated.

TALLER BE IAQUINARIAS

San José, Calle del Ferrocarril en frente del
HOTEL VICTOR.

Composicién de las mdguinas que vienen
del extranjero en partes.

Instalacion de maguinas en el terreno.
Reparacidn de todw cluse de méquinas.

TRABAJO BUENO Y EXACTO.
Preguntar § los Sefiores:

Francisco Peralta de su midquina para el beneficio de café.

Montealegre y C* ! ) % .,
Demetrio Tinoco s > cortar madera.
Lacheur, Denty C? s el beneficio de caf¢.
A. E. Jiménez fl L e 5
Von Schroeter y C* |, i . i
Auagusto Gallardo  , o o 1
Guillermo Jegel v 0 fabricar cerveza.

Nuevas piezas hechas y r(.emplamdas con prontitud.
Cartas de las provincias se contestarin con el mayor gisto.

PRECIDS SUMAMENTE EQUITATIVOS,
HOLST & MORALES.



Bﬂ'I'IEA DEL MERGADD.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

DRUE STORE

IN FRONT OF THE MARKET HOUSE,

Soto & ’Bﬁweﬁﬁ

Importers & Exporters of all kinds of Drugs
and Patent Medicines.

AMERICAN DRUGS!

e

BOTICA Y DROGUERIA DEL MERCADO.
v, Hosr Mr Soto. Dr. Martin Lonefl.

ﬂh‘?Pﬂd’M’DDnES DE MEEH}H@.S

\’I:.\T% POR MAYOR
i los boticarios de las provincias.

Se da una atencién especial €
todos los articulog que se nos remitan en comision.

DEMANDEZ LA
"PHARMACIE DU MARCHE"
Médicines de patente, et eaux minerals francaises.




WAIDEL Y, DEIGY

RGERYERG MECANIES
SE HACE CARGO DE LA
CONSTRUGCION Y ERECCION
DE LAS OBRAS DE SU RAMO.

San Fost i Cos f%%um

PasTor P, pEL LASTILLO;

p Piaz pe PA !'" T]IAZ DEL CASTILLO R

P, 1. DEL CASTILLD & HIJDS.
COMERCIANTES POR MAYOR Y MENOR.

Nu 14 p 16, Calle del Geneval Fevnandes.
(@ i
L@n ﬁﬁﬁ'%ﬁtﬁé



Botica b In Vinleta,
1A CASA MAS ACREBITABA

EN EL RAM8 BE BOTICA,
DROGUERIA Y PERFUMERIA,

EN L3 REPUSLICA.

v, Pinfilo 3. Valberde,  Licdo, F. F. Hernaun,

JF‘nom*ru\to_ }ummstﬁ:\mn_

CALLE DEL COMERCIO,
Frente al lado Sur del Mercado.

SAN JOSE, GOSTA=RICA.

Giran deposito de DROGAS y MEBICINAS
FRESCAS, BRAGUERSS, ESPONIAS, & &
Importacion de PERFUMERIA
de las marcas mas populares.
Fébhrica y expendio de AGUAS GASEOSAS y
MINERALES HELADAS, con deliciosos siropes,
igualmente producidas por la casa.

El departamento de recetas incluye la
preparacion y despacho de formulas médicas
de cualquier parte del globo, garantizando la
mayor exactitud, puntualidad y elegancia.

Ademas del espaifiol,
se habla inglés, alemany francés.

Ventas por mayor y al detal.



ESPELIALIBABES

FABRICADAS EN LA BOTICA DE

APPLAVNR B,

VINO TONICO NUTRITIVO
GON HIERRD Y CARNE.

EL TONICO RESTAURADOR POR EXCELENCIA DE LOS
CLIMAS TROPICALES.

Para los convalecientes y los debilitados
por exceso de trabajo 0 largas y
penosas enfermedades.

VINDO DEPURATIVO DE ZARZAPARRILUA.

EL GRAN PURITICADOZ DI LA SANGRE,

Sus verdaderos méritos han procurado
su recomendacion general.

VING DIGESTIVO DE PEPSINA.

La tnica preparacion cue retine de una ma-
nera racional, todas las cualidades de un
magnifico digestivo y asimilador.

EMULSION DE ACEITE DE BACALAD

con fosfato de oal & fos Ripofosfites de cal y seda.

IA CELEBRE PERFUMERIA BE LA VIBLETA,

Con gran variedad de extractos de olor para el pafiuelo, acei-
tes para el pelo, polvos para el cutis, polvos dentifricos, ete.;
TODO A PRECIOS POPULARES.



be wembwﬂs

AND AT PRESENT
GRAND HOTEL TN CONSTROCTION

Sazn Jose de Cesta=Rica,
N FRONT OF THE NATIONAL PALACE.

First class restaurant, American Bar.

@. nE ‘:i‘_’;‘.mzmcms,

f';tm-mnl'on_

Uotel de Wenedictis.”
Y AHORA
ERAN HOTEL BN CONSTRUCCION
San Jose de (osta-Rica.

Calle del Comercio, frente del Palacio.

Bien surtida Cantina y Restaurante.
(C'uartos y salones bien ventilados.
Billaros y toda clase de diversiones.

A ; ]
@. pe BENELICTIS.



CALLER BE CARPINTERIA
0¢ Bactto Carbosel.
AP DI
Toda clase de trabajos finos de
CARPINTERIA, EBANISTERIA

y adornos para las Iglesias.
VENTA DE ATAUDES.

Precios sumamente equitativos.

ZAPATERIA ALEMANA
DE CUILLERMD BEER,
Calle del General Ferndndez, frente del Correo.

SAN JOSE,
CALZADD DE TODAS CLASES
exacto con la medida, para Caballeros y Sefioras.
FUERZA Y ELEGANCIA.

Veinte afios de mi prdctica en San José ha dado ya evi-
dentes pruebas de que en ninguna ofra parte de la Repibli-
ca se puede conseguir el trabajo tan barato como el mfo,
tomando en cuenta su durac¢ién. Hay también calzado he-
cho.

Venta por mayor { los clientes de las provincias.
Se hable inglés, francés y aleman.
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BE MEMEM

B@@W&Q&?ﬂ@é\

Gomisionistas en neneval.
OFICKNA PRINCIPAL

ARSI

Suenpsales e
1IMBN,
GARRILILEG Y
PONTARENAS.

L Rmbvirn Gentenl,



LLEYRDWNEZ & 10
LOMERCIANTES

E IPORT ABORES
DE TODO GEENRO
DE
MERCABERYAS.
CASE
ESTABLECIDA
b ) IR
&1 By INE = & l—_j’
SAN JOSE

Lt i@ é = 2 1 {g __ .




CERVECERIA DEL LEON,
Cartago, Costa-Rica,”
GOl BY

CERVEZA »=: CARTAGO

BLANCA y NEGR/

HA COMPLETAMENTE ARRUINADO TODOS LOS PRODUCTORES DE
PERVEZA DEL PATS, ¥ SFGIW 1.08 ULTIMOS DATOS ESTADISTIC

HA DISMINUIDO
La Tmportacion de la Cerveza Extranjera.

Nadie otro en {f}m.w amgaria Lipulo, pez para cerveeeros, cel
y demds artioulos, sin log mah‘\ lu cerviza mo pue d;-
ser buena & saludable.

SU(‘_?URSALES PAR-A LA VENTA
POR MAYOR ¥ AL DETAL:

CARTAGO: ALAJUELA :
Frente & In Lstacion. I Calle de la Estacion.

SAN TOSE
Calle de! Comercio, O.

el

Habiendo ya recibifo la nueva maquina graunde y perfeccionada
para la fabricacién de cerveza,

MI CERVEZA BLANCA
es ahora mejor que la de SAN LUIS!!

Guillovmo Jogold, vuwm




7 = 'L, .
da// /f{%/ %ﬂjfﬂ:@cﬂ.

(omniggion et

Banker and Broker.
S ¢
Brpoztation awd fmposiation,

COFFEE AND MERCHANDISE

—BANANAS -



ALMAGHN FRANCHS,
PROPIETARIO,

MAURICIO NAUTE.
SIN CEMPETENCIA XE SU RAMS
Articulos de Pulperia y de Vinateria
Especialidad de los articulos franceses y sobre todo

INMEJORABLE SURTITO de clases de VINOS tanto Franceses
mo Espafioles.

Vinos franceses desde 1o mas fino hastn al aicance del co)
au ordinario,

P. P. M Nauté,
. VILLAVICENCIO,

—

Tlamon Mestre. -

(Guzman. €. Peral

[

MESTRE, PERALTA & Co.

GABTAGO
C. RICA,

COMERCIANTES EN GENERAL



Livery Stable

GUELL & GUTIERREZ
CARRILLO AND SAH JOSE, COSTA-RICA,

SADDLE HORSES & CARRIAGES
BETWEEN
CARRILLO & SAN JOSE.

Persons desiring to accomplisiv the jowrney
from Carrilio to San Jose
in 4% haurs only,

aduvised lo_telesraph to our Carritlo House inumnedia-
after their arrival to Limon, to prepare for. thenw the
horses & equipmments ready at the arrival of the train
i Limon, :

LOS VIAJERGS A COSTA-RICA

ecemos en nuestra Qaballeriza de Carrillo
nas bestias para su trasporte y el de sus e-
pajes al interior.

Para mayor seguridad de que estén listas
cabalgaduras 4 su llegada telegrafiese del T.i-
14 Oarnillo & Giell & Gutiérrez.

Los precios se obtendrdan en los Hoteles de
16m.

San Jusé, 1. de julio de 1886.

Gll ‘J é?aﬁ/»%&}



PEORD TERRES & Qo

SASTRERIA “EL MODDELD”
N? 8, Comercial Street, West,
SAN JOSE DE COSTA-RICA.
TAILORS.
CLOTHES MADE TO ORDER.
LATEST LONDON & PARISIAN FASHIONS.

NO FIT-NO PAY.

Tmported West of England Dindeloths, English Casimeers &
& French Dingonnls, made up in fivst clas & osetistic style.

Pedro Terres. Rosendo Elias.

PEBRO TERRES & G*
SASTRERIA "EL MODELO”
Calle del Comercio, n? 3, Oeste,
ULTIMAS MODAS DE PARIS Y LONDRES.

El corte bajo Ia personal direceibén del propietario, que
ha practicado durante largos afios en varias capitales
de Europa.

Se importan solamente buenos materiales,
—f g

VENTAS POR MAYOR

con ventajas & los Sastees de Provincias, de toda clase
de telas y ffiles para el trabajo.

P

SE GARANTIZA TODO LO QUE SE HACE,

NO SE COBRA
los vestidos de encargo cuando no estén conformes.



BUILLERIND SZRUS

Commercial Street.

SAN ﬁl‘)“i‘E DE GOSTA-RICA.

 SPe— —

Dealer in precious stones &all styles
of first class jewellery.
Finest Watches.

Belojerin Snizn
DE

o CUTLLERNIO HERWISS > ™

Completo surtido de finos relojes

bes iDL 1Y DY PR IR f e

y todas clases de piedras finas.

Se componen relojes v joyas.



LISBERIA ESPANOLA
VXEENRYE LIRES.

CALLE DEIL COMERCIB N° 5.
Scn Jose de (Costa-Rica,
AMERICA CENTRAIL.

En esta Libreria se reciben econtinuas re-
mesas de obras nuevas de artes, literatura y
ciencias.

Especialidad en obras de texto para escue-
las y colegios.

También hay una imprenta completa y se
hacen impresiones de todas clases:

Libros, Circulares,

Esquelas, Tarjetas,
ete. ete.

Pronto poseerd esta casa una prensa litogrdfica
completa.

Libreria, encuadernaciones, susericién 4 periodi-
cos y obras por entregas, ete. ete.

B e PP PP PP P

Agency for English books & papers.
Comission et depdt d’ ouvrages et A journaux
francais.



PERBETERIA "ANERICANA.
ESTABLECIDA BN 1870.
Un variade surtido de:
Cerraduras, Pintura,
Visagras, Aguarras,

Picaportes, Vidrios,
Aceite de linaza,
Herramientas para carpinteros.

Los pedidos de las provincias seran a-
tendidos eon esmero y prontitud.

4, calle del Comercio. San José.
Guillermo Bradway.

. MOLINO YICTORILA.
CRAN TARBRICA DR BARINAS

ESTASLECIDA EN SAN JOSE DE COSTA-RICA.

Al Norte de la Fabrica Nael, de Licores,
la primera en su género en la América
Central y de una produccion de mas de
200 qq.al dia.

Sus productos se recomiendan por su
pureza y superior calidad, como también.
por su precio sin competencia con las
harinag.del exterior.




LAS MBEJORES MAGUINAS
BUE HASTA HOY SE HAN CONGTINO.

Esta Compafifa ha establecido en esta
ciudad una Agencia para la venta por
mayor y menor de sus
LEGITIMNAS ¥ AVABIADBAS
MAQUINAS DE COSER.
Micquinas para vender por abonos men-
suales. Tenemos también Agujas, Aceite
y demas accesorios.
AGENTE LOCAL
Guilletmo Hradioay.
Calle del Comercio, n? 4.
SAN JOSE DE COSTA-RICA.



2 |'-"!' ' i= e\
GOPA BEANGA
CARTAGO, COSTA-RICA,
Unquestionably Best Hotel in Cartago!
Best Restaurant.

One Block from Railway & Tramway Stations,
Most convenient

for passengers to “BELLA VISTA”

FIRST CLASS ATTENDANCE
AMERICAN BAR & BILLIARDS
ENGLISH &« FRENCH SPOKEN.

FRANCISCO FLORES
PROPRIETOR.

THE
“COMERCIAL ELUB”
San dese de Costa-Riea.

55, Calle del Comercio (the main strect.)
150 yards Easc of the Principal Banks.

e

‘ur new first class American billiard-tables, Reading Room,
Well supplied bar, ete., ete.

Extends a eordial nvitation to all persons,
visiting the Capital.

GUILLERMO HOEY
PROPRIETOR.



[AS NOVEDADED

SOMBREREREA.

CALLE DEL GOMERCIO.

Frente d las ferreterfas de G. Brapway y F. LanvMasy
Agent for Famous Panama Hats
Prices from $10 to & 50.
Orders from abroad promptly executed.

——— e ——— e - -

CONSTANTEMENTE

e

un surtido completo de los artfeulos pertenecientes al ramo
asf como los 1itiles para el arreglo de los sombreros.

Sombreros de pita, desde el precio mds alto al mds bajo.

. ., Hieltro de varias formas, siempre (ltima moda.
y. w pja o ,»  para hombres.
5 ,» Daja para nifios, sencillos y adornados,
- ,» diferentes clases para hombres y nifios.

Sombreros de felpa, cascos, forros, badanas.

VENTA POR MAYOR
Y AL MENUDEO.

IMPORTADOR,

MANUEL VEIGA.




“1LBS TRES AMIGOS”
Barbers & Hairdressers.

Calle del General Fernandez, 2.
San Jesé do Costa-Riea.

Finest perfumery. Collars & Cuffs  Neckties, Razors, ete.
Speciulity of Walking Canes ent in the Costa~Rican forests.

BARBERIA "LOS TRES AMIGHS”
Calle del Gral. Fernandez 2.

En este establecimiento, ademds de ofrecer un esmerado y complido
servicio en lo concerniente & la profesion, e ofrece adewds los i
guientes articulos:

Un variado surtido de perfomerin de loa fabricantes mis acredita-
doz. Cuellos y ponos de varias formns, gran suriido de corbates de
colores v formas, bonitos bastoues de Jurope y de maderas excogidas
del pais. Nawajas de barba de los mejores tubricantes. Cepilios de
cabeza, viins y dientes. Timbres, papel sellado, terjetas postales y
sellos de corran de todos precios, ete. ete.

San José de Costa Rica, Junio 19 de 18846.

JBHN 1. BE IONGH

ARCHITECT
& CIVIL ENGINEER.

e - - - AR

Asst. Member of the Institute
of eivil Engineers.-England
Asst. Member of the Institute
of Surveyors.-England.
ete. ete.
Contractor of all kind of work.

San José, Costa—Rica.



~ CONTRACTOR

Baglueer & Azohilest,

ST B —

F. CARLOS WENZEL,

INGENITHERO Y ARQUITECTO
San José, Calle de Estacidn, 43,

Hechura de planos de maquinarias y ediflcios
todas clases,

Jolocacién y eonstruceibn de toda clase de maq
aria, edificios, puentes, tuneles, beneficios de ¢
&, sierras, efe.

Contratista en todos trabajos.

91 gran molino “ VICTORIA" ha sido constru
POR CARLOS WENZEL,

Barberia, Peluqueria, Perfumeria
78

RELOJERIA DE LLOS TRES HERMANOS
San José, Costa-Rica, C. A. C. Comercio, 1

Venta de papel sellado, timbres, ®stampill.
ombreros de pita, gran surtido de articulos -
antasia. Se despacha todo género de comision

n estos ramos.---Compra venta de diamantes.

F. Antillon & Hermanos
(Propietarios.



ARNOLDS HOTEL

PORT LIMON,
COSTA RICA, CENTRAL AMERICA,

One minute from wharf and RR station.

101

This first class hotel, well known as American headquart

heing opened in 1879, is situated right opposite the seasl

ind is celebrated throughont the country for its splendid ace
modations.

Being lately entirely refitted and renovated, it will

ntire satisfaction to the travelling publie, having nice :

rooms and general comfort,
Choicest Wines, Liquors & cigars,
American Bar,
Billard Room, ete.

Special attention to passengers for “Bella-Vis

L. C. ARNOLD.



of Costarican Export

COCOA NUTS.

IXPORTER
W. C. UNCKLES,

Calle de Comercio
SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA, C. A.

HOTEL MORALES

PORT T,LITNMOIN
COSTA RICA, CENTRAL AMERICA,
FIRT CLASS HOTEL
MACGNIFICENT APPARTMENTS
American Bar & American Cooking,

HOTEL MORALES
ILINMOIN

MEJOR HOTHEHIL, HIN LA CIUD

Comida Espaiiola y Americand.
MAGNIFICOS CUARTOS,
Esmerado servicio.

Dueiia,—E, DE MORALES.




MASON & BELL,

339, Produce Echange Building
NEW YORK.

—

Maquinaria para beneficiar el café—
fuerza motriz,—Miquinas de Vapor—
sistema “HERCULES"

eon calderas para quemar
La cascara de Café
sin otro combustible.

Puede servir tambien agua para fuerza motriz,

Para informes de capacidad y precios suplicamos se dirijan al

Ingenjero E. T. MOLLi ..
SAN JOSE, C. R.—

E. T. MOLLER

Ingeniero Civil y Mecdnico.
Oriciva:  Calle de las Mercedes, Norte, N.© 4.

SAN JOSE DE COSTA-RICA.

CONTRATOS

de

levantar planos, - sacar niveles,
ewtar obras de construceion construir condustos de wgi,
armar m(uﬂt-mm’ias, cens!rm'r caminos y ferro carvilis,
Beneficios do edjé y caia. :

Cartag de las provincias se contestarin con mi-
vor gusto v prontitud.



Gorgonio Herrero Manuel Aragdn

e e e

G. Herrero & Co.

SAN JOSE DE COSTA RICA

América Oentral.

Importadores de toda clase de mer-
cancias. Gran surtido de ropa hecha pa-
ra sefioras, caballeros y ninos. Espe-
ciall: «d en articulos de ultima moda,

REGALOS DE BODA, &. &

Se reciben efectos nuevos por cada
Vapor.

Se hacen pedidos con 6 sin fondos en
mano & cualquier mercado extranjero

Se hacen cargo de la venta de toda
especie de productos dentro 6 fuera de
esta Republica, y hacen adelantos libe-
rales sobre las consignaciones.

Condiciones modicas en el desempe-
no de toda clase de comisiones.



1.000.000

One Million Acres

Of Arable & Valuable Pas-
ture Lands for Sale in

COSTA-RICA
( CENTRAL AMERICA. )

SUITABLE FOR
Coffee, Banana, Cotton, Rice
& Cattle Farms or Ranches

- — e . —

Lands from $1 to $500 per acre.

—

We have some of the finest Costa Rica lands for sale
in both large and small tracts. Parties, wishing to invest in
lands for permanent homes or specunlation, would do well to
address us.

Parties, visiting Costa Rica with special intention of
purchasing our lands, who do not flnd them first class, as to
composition & quality of the soil, climate, ete., will be paid
by us their expenses while Lere.

Millar. Crespi & Gatskoffsky.
San Josi
Costu-Rica
CENTEAL AMERICA.
Correspondence solisited.



Home for Emigrants!

(OSTA-RICA
CENTRAL AMERIC A

The undersigned are prepared to furnish full
particulars & information to persons contemplating
emigration,

et

Emigration Societies
would do well to address us,

as Costa-Rica offers to day
the most secure, healthy & prosperous

HoME FoOR I\\II(.R ANTS.

Alfred J. H. Cresln M R C o8
Late Director of L-don B'dng Asg'n,
Late Editor of Sanitary Review.
Wimbeorne, Dorset.
England.

and

Millar, Crespi & Gatskoffsky
SAN JORE.
Cosra-Rica.
Central- America.

————— ——t ——

Correspondence

Solicited.



- LIVERY STABLE

JACINTO CARBONEL
Cartago,--Costa-Rica.

Saddle horses, Goa(,hes & Equipments,
FOR TRIES

“BELLA VISTA’

Iraz(, TurRIALBA, BTC.
Guides furnished to ekplorm  parties.

CABALLERIZA

CARTAGO-COSTA-RICA
Plaza Principal.

CABALLOS Y MULAS

Bueuas bestias con buena andadura para viajes largos
y paseos, d todas horas y
A PRECIOS MODICGS.

Coches para familias, ligeros 0 lujosos

iSoro § 2!
el viaje de ida y vuelta
EN COCHE DE 4 ASIENTON
&R BE 'fEEaZ-EaW:{QTé]’

Jacinto Carbonel,
Propielario,






