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The lL'nited States

Army.

OUR DISMEMBERED FIGHT-
ING UNITS.
(By H. L. Clotworthy.)

II.

The army post is not a com-
pact fort or fortress. Neither
military needs or economy have
ever besn cousidered in its erec-
tion. It is an aggregation of
buildings, designed to conform
with an appropriation, scattered
avound promiscuously over as
large an afea as the confines of
the military reservation permit.
Eynipped with the most costly
utilities, the maintenance of thiese
non-military establishments de-
mands most of the time of the de-
pleted garrisons stationed there-
in. The recruft who enlists to
be taught the duties of a soldier
finds. to his disgust that his mili-
tary instruction makes the least
demand on his time. Iustead of
being schooled in the attributes
of a soldier, he is kept employed
as a carpenter, painter, gardeaer,
or general tinker.

TRAININTL ONE SOLDIER IN FIVE.

Tn considering the efficiency of
the army, the infaatry (at one2
the “heart'” and *“puueh” of any
ariny) establishes the standard.
The plodding, - uupictaresyia’
foot-soldier is the one who inflicts
and sustains four-fiftus of all bat-
{le lossas. The efficiency of an
army is the efficiency of its in-
fantry. Owing to the great loss-
es sustained by the ariny every
year, about 50 per cent. of the
enlisted persounel are at all times
eitner raw recruits or but partly
trained men. Now congider the
iniquitous effect of the *post
system” ou this partly developad
military material. As the same
notorious conditions obtain
throughout the arag, it is not
necassary to specify any particu-
lar command. The following ap-
plies to_every infantry regiment
in the United States army, aod
similar conditiofis exist in practi-
caily every branch of the wobils
forces.

The peace strength of an infan-
try command is 43 privates and 13
non-commissioned officers, 2 cooks,
9 musicians, and 1 artificer. There
are twelye companies in the threa
battalions that constitute a regi-
ment. There ara twenty-oue regi-
ments of infantry in the Unilad
States. Of these ten are station-
ed as regiments iu the larger posts
and eleven are dismembered and
divided among the smaller posts.

The Goverument's property
that is to be cared for is almost
indirect ratio to garrisonstrength.
The daily details for sersica—en-
tirely non-military in character
but necessary to the up-keap of
these posts—exhaust f!'om 59 to
75 per cent, of the garrison every
day. In other words, though
half of the eutire enlisted pers n-
nel are either recruits or but
partly trained troops, yet of this
untrained force only about 50
per cent. are being trained in the
of a soldier. Thess ames
iitary duties, which pre-
vent the training o: the recriils,
demoralize the more efficient men
and breed that discontent which is
raflacted in the fact that only 12.6
porcent. of the euiisted personnel
reenlist, and the great majority
of reenlistments are old non-
cowmissioned of ficers ormembers

The regimental returns show
that approximately 20 per cent.
of the privates in the enlisted
personnel are trained soldiers.
Tkis means that of the forty-
three privates in each infantry
company about ten are proficiznt
soldiers. The only commands
which can be found which exceed
this efficiency standard will bs
found among the colored regi-
ments, owing to the presence of
relatively mors old soldiers in
those commands. In case of war
the sirength of a company would
be immediately increased to
eighty-four privates, and seven
a [ditio1al non-commissioned offi-
cors would be assigned to the en-
larged command. Seven disci-
plined privates would most prob-
ably be elevated to thess non—
commissioned posts. This would
mean that of eighty-four privates
but three would be well-disci-
plined soldiers. Such a company
could hardly be termed *Regu-
Jare.” The * Regulars” do not
exist,

The system is Just as baleful
in its influences upon the officers
as upon the men, and is felt just
as keenly.

OFFICERS TN NAME ONLY.

In every phase of theoretical
military training, the American
army-officer is splendidly egnip-
ped. No such professional exact-
ments areimposed by any wili-
tary institution in the world as
are imposed on the cadet at West
Point. Supplementing West
Point, for more advanced study
of military scisnes, are the Avrmy
Service School at Fort Leaven-
worth and the War College at
Washington. The ‘American
army-officer in most instances is
a finished mental military offjcer
in the world, wnot exceptinz
those in the service of China, the
least mijlitant of nations. As
shown-above, the origin stransth
of a company when assemblad for
military instruction, unler the
more favourable circumstances,
approximate in strength a ser-
geant’s command--batween ten
and twenty nen. The commis-
sioned personuel of a company
includes a captain, a first lieu-

tenant, and a second lieutanant.

It cost the Governmeat ap-
protimately 815,000 to graduate
an  officer from West Point.
Tarough each grade his cost, at
a winimum, i3 an additional
$15,000. The combinad pay of
the three-company officers aggre-
gates ®7,000 per annum. The
Groveramant has an actual cash
investment of at least $75,000 in
thosa thras officars anl is contin-
uing to invest in them on an in-
creasing scals, at a basa rata of
$7,000 por annum. The pay of
the sargeant whose functions
they are discharging is $30 per
mongh.  Tais is 0as of gaw econo-
mic featares of the sysfam which
wastes the highly spacialized sar-
vice of ¢heofficer aftar expsosive-
ly equipping him for such ser-
vice.

A Gentleman’s
Reply to Scurrility.

The main design of my taking
pen i hand is to refute the silly
author of an abominable prodie-
tion yelept“rebuffs and rebounds”
to which we call our readers at-
tention in “FI Nation,” April 4th,
This half shast scribblar sliows
his ill-humour and ignorance in
the very title of hisso-called edi-
torial. Smartiug under the lash
of a well-merited chastisement
brought on by his unsufferable
conceit and bombastic utteraaces,

ties which would do honour to a
Shoreditch virago or a Bellings-
gate wench, We are uot sur-
prised at the filthiness of garvey's
utterances, but would warn him
taat his combativaness will yet in-
volve him in sarioas dispates, lat
me advise that the arms with
waica tne ill-disposition of tha
world are to b cxmdatel anl
the qualities by which it is to ba
recouciled to us, and we. recon-
ciled to it are moderation, gantle-
ness, a little indulg=uce to others
and a great distrust of our-
sulves. Nothing can bs so ua-
worthy a well ¢omposed soul as to
pass away lite in bickarings,
snarling, and szoffiu g with eve-y
one about as. Dimly and afar off
Moziah may yet sse the great
fault in his character—the de-
vouring egZotism waich makes
him look upou  all  things
as revolving round ONE GREAT
BIG [ Kally we muast all
bow the knee in obeisance tothis
great luminary ®ho has conde-
scended ty honour literary circles
in our humble little republic,
poat (¢) Joaraalist (!) wit ()
politician (£) Wnat a combina-
tion of talents ! This remiads
usof a man not unlika girvey,
w0 stated in all szriousnoss that
the doctor alvisad his parents
agawnst giving him to» mach edu-
cation—~iy ¢ a2 was afflicted
with an unlas anount of brains

—too  clover—and this  would
surely produce maliess. maircus
has it goas thus far? Tas au-

thorship of the “letters of Ju-
nius,” oace ascrinal to Elinand
Burks; tae great’ states nan, bas
never bran fally ‘proved—the
great preporadsranca of evidance
now poiats to :narcus moziah
garvey, saall we also aseriby
the posms of Caattertra to
tnis paragoan? What a stori in
a tea pot Moziah, Were I Moziah
as Lam VAN TULL Lwouldstart
life by getting even with the man
who inflicted such a handle on
ma. Wera Lin garvey's place I
would have named my editorial
* groats worth of wit Bought
with a willion of Repentance,”
for
Yot once more
We teach him—late ha learns
humility,
Porforce like those whom Gi-
deon schooled with briars.

Thnis creature's attack upon those
he dubs Dawnists is of the most
sanseless kind, prithea focbeat
frisnd mozial, or Wa shall liks
David of old taks but ona pebble
from the brook Truth aud slay
this modeen Goliatin of Gath, da-
fyimg the servants of the living
God, Out upon thes man ! Can'st
not write something better than
filthy utterances ? or do better
than string together a lot of
words dexteronsly extracted from
your unbridged lexicon! We
will say by way of changing the
programima soma that yonr gross
impartineuce has (not preceded)
but exceeded your physical
charms. It might not be super-
flnous to enguie e of this gantle-
man (}) of versatile genius (¢)
why he ever condeseended to flit
from the land of spriugs where
he was  such acquisition !
Surely the proprietor (¢ jour-
nalist (#) and politician ({) has
left a Void in journalistic and
other circles, and his paper of
which he was proprietor in iina-
gination must be sending up
midnight bowls anent hig ab-
sence. So the master had to
seek the aid of his Boy tostrike
a Job in poor despised Costa Rica !
Well doue garvey, thou art a
Jewel—if a black one ; * consis-
tency thou art a jewel.” There
are many sensesin which one can

and journalistic circles across
the seas. What consftruction
shall we place upon this # With
regard to *' refugee”—we have
only to quote from the Bard of
Avon—the immortal Shakespears
* O Father Abrahiam th s+ crei-
tures ars whisr owa Azrd daedy
teachas them to saspact tha das 1s
of others.”

Don Quixote tiltinz at a wind
millis not in it with friead gar-
vey—dost take Van Tull for ths
wind mill, anl thon tha crazy
Knight—tilting at s:ma—-with
his imaginary grievance! Tat
man, brash the ¢ob webs from
tay drowsy besfozged brain and
get some light in it,

i (& ePoRTER : * Truss,”

High Grade
School wanted.

We commend the efforts of the
Government in gnforcing compul-
sory education. as it is a means
of checking the wild and vicious
pursuits of many prominent
youths, Who would otherwise be
a crelit to themselves and a last-
ing beaefit to the country ; but
the utter carelessness of e
mothers who allow their children
to have their own way and de-
sires, thus going the way of the

wayward. This to a graat axtont
has been checked by tue ney
regulation  whielr enforces the

regular attendance at school
children between the age of 7 and
14.

The master of the Government
Sty [ 1

i
capital idea and can only be ac-
complished by one that speaks
English and Spanish fluently.
No one occupying such a dual
position can be expected to
achieve much result, he must
prove a failure not only tohim-
self but a loss of time on the part
of his pupils who would be at his
morey, and whose deprudence
rests, to enable them in the fu-
ture to bs bread winners. No
one should be employed to teach
both languages excapt ha is con-
versant with both langnagos

Limon to-day stands gr
need of a well diseiplined s
where respectable chillren can
be sant, and where Faglish, Spau-
ish, French and a little Gorman

would be taught, along with
other subjects that is indispen-
sable, are is ampla room [or
such a schiool here ; many parents

are foresd to send their children
to the Governmant school simply
because there is not a higher
grade school in the town, and not
having the wherewithal o send
them abroad have to be con-
tont  with  having them waste
their tima in the Goverameut
School, where there an
eff'cient man

is not

Bawling in the
Sea at Port
Antonio.

= a-tion as Cor.
An onio pd

have met
i Wondnesday last.
J with the caxe are:
the day . 3 queer sound
ten of the sea,

of Blske Stect (in Port Anto-

who lives I a cottage at tie

t W s awakened from his

slumber by the nuise, and he hurried to
scene, 1o hind Belnavis, (ully dressed, stand-
g the sea with the vater.as far as her
neck.  She was bawing ot the top of her

voice,
Stoie called to ber a
to the she re and w
She had with ber o
boiled white rice
Asced by the W
the sea 1o such a depihi, she sa
in the moon had calied her,
that as soun as she ¢niered the water she
would be taken ap t th: moon
Stane subsequentiy arrested Belnavis on
a vhapge of avempling to commit suicide,
and took her off to the pulice station where
she was put under mel.cd ubssrvation,
I'he woman il be brought before jhe
RM. t-lay, formord a chuargs of at-
tempung to commit siici e, but it is ex-
pected that a charge of atieged lanacy  will
be preferred instead

Current News.

of ths Unitad
ire of steamers

day fron New
The

Frait Compas
arrtved here yet
Orleans via Por.o Rary
following is frowm New
meng, L. L,

Dluall, S O ks 1y, 0Dy i
and wife. Fr Birrios':
Develin, José reucdar and 4
deckers aud 5 1 passengers
in transit.

The Cainese Minister for the
Central Americin -orts along
with a party of bis conntrymen
is sxpectad to ardive hers at any
time to inwvestizate watters in
conuection witl (s nationality,

We ragret that we wara unable
to maet the dem a1y of our many
ruaders yesterday. Throagh some
fanlt or onr machine got
out of gear anl iy cousequance

other

of which tha crail v parct of the
amount of  papees wa nsually
print were dastroysl, haaca the

shortage.

Greenwich Time

ich' tima will
all Freuch and Al-

London
b adoptic

geriaa of

I

Iirk's Riveuma Remedy eures
Rhevmatism I'uin in juint. ete.

Notice!

a lot of

Native

I have for sale

RICARDO MORA
Limoun, Marck 22nd 1911,

FERN.

lumber
and T cer

Z, Li

times per foot.

nsed Auctioncer

Foreign Pitch Pine

One hundred a;

LIMON, §th ATENUE.

We keep a special assortment of ffooring battons, siding, ceiling and partition
= Fi

We accept orders from the Lines.
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